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Good spring, bad spring?
Julian Thomas finds out that all may not be as bad as it looked in May.
There’s no doubt that nationally spring 2015 will be remembered for a long time for the rare vagrants that
occurred (and Somerset very much got in on the act, see page 5). Some scarce migrants too turned up in
unusual numbers – plenty of passage Ring Ouzels were seen at old haunts on Exmoor, for instance. But
throughout May in particular a regular topic of conversation amongst birders across southern England was
‘Where are the common migrants?’
South coast migration watchpoints like Portland Bill are used to fallow seasons when the weather is too
good and migrants head straight over without stopping. Poor weather in France and Spain holding birds up
further south did not help. But at the same time birdwatchers inland (including in Somerset) were finding
that some species were late or in poor numbers. Rachel Carson’s famous book Silent Spring even got a
mention or two. So are things really that bad?
Well, thankfully no, not in most cases anyway. We will have to wait until all of the year’s records are
submitted to get a true picture, but I conducted a quick straw poll of several of Somerset’s more active
birders, who between them regularly cover a representative spread of areas and habitats, and asking
particularly about a relatively small selection of migrant species. Distilling their replies gives a mixed
though generally favourable impression, but with some interesting variation across the county.
There was some early concern about Nightingales, after an initial no-show at their regular haunts around
Thurlbear, but overall numbers seem to be the same or slightly up on last year in their South Somerset
stronghold, though slightly down in the east. Garden Warblers seem to be slightly down on the Quantocks,
surprisingly given the often remarked-upon good numbers around the Avalon Marshes this year.
Whitethroats seem to be at least a little down on last year’s numbers in most places, but Willow Warblers
are up a little, and Redstarts seem to be having a particularly good year. This may be because, like other
earlier migrants, they largely beat the bad weather on the continent that held so many other birds up.
The picture for both Grasshopper
Warbler and Lesser Whitethroat
appears to be quite patchy. Not all
Exmoor Monitoring Project returns
are yet in, but the numbers of
Grasshopper Warblers recorded on
those that are seem to be reasonable
for such a normally elusive and
crepuscular species (seen left in a
great photo by Gary Thoburn). There
were also more reports than usual
this spring on the Avalon Marshes,
but, contrastingly, they were
virtually absent from well-watched
coastal areas. [continued on p3]
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Welcome
Hello again!
An eternal question for all county ornithological
societies is ‘Where are the next generation of
birdwatchers coming from?’ Looking around the table at
SOS committee meetings, it’s immediately obvious that
the average age is higher than any of us would like
(personally, I suspect, as well as looking to the future of
the Society). Any initiative which encourages young
birders is therefore definitely a good thing. So it is great
to carry a report in this issue of the inaugural Camp
Avalon, to which several SOS members gave their time,
and which appears to have been a great success. It is
the brainchild of Mya-Rose Craig (aka Birdgirl), who you may know from the BBC4 documentary Twitchers:
A Very British Obsession. Now a few years older, though still only 13, Mya has not only built up an
impressive world list, but also takes nature conservation (both here and abroad) and getting young people
interested in birdwatching and all other aspects of nature very seriously indeed. Sounds good to me.
Elsewhere in this issue, the usual mix of news and features includes a look back at the spring covering
common migrants and one very rare vagrant. Mike Trubridge gives us another entertaining and informative
update on his Rook surveys and the travails of his local Little Owls, and as for Desert Island Birds… well,
my turn had to come around at some point.
I hope everyone has a great summer of enjoying watching birds and whatever other nature takes your
fancy. See you back here again in the autumn.

Julian Thomas, Editor email: julian.thomas@somersetbirds.net

phone/text: 07764165417

2

Good spring, bad spring?
[continued from p1]
Lesser Whitethroat too gives some cause for concern – they are in just as good numbers this year as last
along the coast between Steart and Hinkley Point, but distinctly sparse in usual haunts inland. Tree Pipits
also appear to be somewhat down on both the Quantocks and Exmoor, but this species is notable for the
variability of its numbers year on year, so perhaps we should not draw too many conclusions from that.
Perhaps the most worrying one is House Martin, where numbers appear to be down all over the county
even now. (While other migrant species are arriving earlier on average, presumably responding to climate
change, House Martins are actually arriving later than they used to.) Probably the best we can hope for in
this case is that large numbers decided not to fight through the storms in France and stayed closer to the
Mediterranean to breed.
Rather better news about the non-passerine migrants, though. Swifts seem to be about the same as usual,
slightly up in some places and perhaps slightly down in others. Some early negative reports from Nightjar
spots in neighbouring counties were worrying, but a concerted survey one recent evening on Exmoor
showed that they are having a good year, at least as good and probably better than last. The other species
which everyone seems to agree is having a good year is Cuckoo, which seems to be continuing an upswing
that (as recent Annual Reports testify) has been underway now for most of the last decade.
One of the birders I contacted posed the question, ‘I wonder if the late arrival of migrants has influenced
people’s perception of things?’ I know in my own case the answer to this was at least partially ‘yes’, and I
suspect for many other observers too. But it seems that, despite all the risks and obstacles (some of them
human) our migrants face, most (but not all) species seem to be doing OK, for now at least.

British Birds offer
There are many different monthly magazines available that cover birds and
birdwatching, but to quote Somerset-based writer and broadcaster Simon
King, ‘British Birds is the gold standard of ornithological literature in the
UK’. The bulk of each issue is made up of serious, in-depth articles written in
an accessible way by both professional and amateur ornithologists, and
covering a wide range of subjects relating specifically to birds in Britain and
the Western Palaearctic; ecology, conservation, migration, identification,
taxonomy etc. The official BBRC rarities report and the Rare Breeding Birds
Panel (RBBP) report are annual features.
So members might like to know that British Birds are currently offering trial
subscriptions at discount rates, and including 3 months’ trial subscription to
online and smartphone services provided by the leading bird news service
Rare Bird Alert (RBA). Various options are available:
·
·
·

6 monthly issues plus 3 months RBA for £13.00 if you pay by direct debit.
12 monthly issues plus 3 months RBA for £37.50 if you pay by direct debit.
12 monthly issues plus 3 months RBA for £42.50 if you pay by cheque or credit card.

The normal annual subscription is £54 (without the trial subscription to RBA, itself worth £15), so each of
the options represents a significant saving. If you want to explore this offer, you can do so by phoning
01424 755155 or looking online at www.britishbirds.co.uk/trial/B0415/, quoting promotional code
B0415ABCDEFGH. If you decide not to continue beyond the trial subscription period you will need to
cancel before the trial period expires, but details are available online or when you call. The offer closes
on 31 December, so plenty of time yet to make any decision.
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News
Doug Miller
Some members at least will already have heard about the recent sad passing of Doug Miller after a long
illness. He was a gentleman and a true stalwart of SOS over many years, and as a ringer he was
particularly active at Steart and at Westonzoyland sewage works, as well as being a long-time visiting
ringer at Portland Bird Observatory. No doubt a fitting and proper obituary will appear in due course, but I
hope it suffices for now to say that he will be sorely missed by many in the county, and our sincere
condolences go to his family and friends.

SWT land purchase Jigsaw Appeal
In May, Somerset Wildlife Trust launched their Jigsaw Appeal, urgently trying to raise £55,000 to purchase
a parcel of land which is good wildlife habitat adjacent to their Westhay Heath reserve within the Avalon
Marshes. The deadline is 30 June, which unfortunately will have passed by the time you read this. (Try as I
might, I could not push the production schedule of The Bittern forward enough to help publicise this,
though it featured on the SOS Facebook page.)
Sadly, with just a few days to go the Jigsaw Appeal looks like it might fall short. About £13,000 is still
needed, though it is to be hoped that the remaining sum will be found by the deadline, or that an
extension can be secured.
In the hope that it may still be of use, here are the details for donations:
· Visit http://www.somersetwildlife.org/Jigsaw to donate online
· Call 01823 652429 to donate by card over the phone
· Text JGSW15 and the amount you would like to give to 70070 (e.g. to donate £10, text JGSW15 £10
to 70070)
· Send a cheque made payable to 'Somerset Wildlife Trust' to: Somerset Wildlife Trust, 34 Wellington
Road, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 5AW

Shapwick Heath Discovery Trail now open
Among the activities as part of the Shapwick Heath Bioblitz on 20 June was the official opening of the new
section of boardwalk which completes the circular Discovery Trail (see News, last issue). The ribbon was
cut by Amy Lawson of Eco-Friendly Bites. The trail goes through the area known as the Estate Grounds,
including birch and willow scrub and reedbed, and is particularly good for a variety of warblers.

New SOS website update
Since the update in the last issue of The Bittern, and after studying various options, we have appointed as
our chosen supplier the web designers Make Hay, who have previously created websites for the Army
Ornithological Society and various nature reserves.
Rob Grimmond has been working with our contact at Make Hay to create a detailed site map and some of
the content so that a design, based around the SOS logo and colour palette, can be drawn up for testing
and approval. It will still be some months before we are ready to roll it out, but the last few months have
seen significant progress, and hopefully we will be pretty close by the time the next issue of The Bittern is
due in September.
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Hudsonian
Godwit sparks
mass twitch
Tom Raven already has an enviable
reputation as a finder of scarce and rare
birds, including American waders (some of
his favourites feature in Desert Island
Birds in issue 11), but on 24 April this year
The Meare Heath Hudsonian Godwit was much photographed, and
he excelled himself. The tale of how a
understandably most published photos feature it at rest/feeding, or in
last-minute decision to visit a dull and
flight from underneath, showing the diagnostic black underwings. This
drizzly Shapwick Heath led to tantalising
more unusual and instructive flight shot shows the less striking, but still
views of a dark-looking wader on the
distinctive, upperparts pattern, similar to Black-tailed Godwit but darker,
with a much restricted white wing-bar and more black on the tail.
Meare Heath scrape, and how after a
(Tim Taylor/Wild Imaging Nature Photography)
jittery night for Tom it resolved itself the
next morning into Britain’s third-ever Hudsonian Godwit, has been told and retold any number of times in
the birding media over the last couple of months, so I won’t repeat it here. I recommend listening to
Tom’s interview on the Talking Naturally podcast, though – very entertaining! (Last item in Episode 1:
http://www.rarebirdalert.co.uk/v2/content/talking_naturally.aspx?s_id=704027209)
The last twitchable Hudsonian Godwit was the first one, seen in various places (including at Countess
Wear in Exeter), but last in 1983; the second was seen only briefly in Aberdeenshire in 1988. So Tom’s
news changed many people’s plans for that day (many thanks to Brian Hill for agreeing to lead a rather
depleted field meeting at Brean Down, for instance), and the Natural England car park was full in an hour.
The new RSPB car park proved its worth that day, as it also started rapidly filling up.
The crowd on that first Saturday, lined up along the main track, was something to behold (though big
twitches are not to everyone’s taste, I know). The appreciative sound the crowd made every time the
‘Hudwit’ fluttered or flew, showing its black underwings, will stay with me for a long time too. Somerset
birders past and present were out in force, of course, and it was particularly good to catch up with my
predecessor as editor of the old Bird Notes, Paz Fletcher, on a rare foray outside his adopted Yorkshire.
Plenty of other faces were also familiar to me from the national twitching scene, but many had not visited
the Avalon Marshes before, and they were astounded by the wealth of other birds on show – birds we
almost take for granted such as Great White Egret, Bittern, Marsh Harrier, and Hobby, as well as a Wood
Sandpiper and an (unexpected) Wood Warbler. One birder from the Blackpool area went so far as to dub it
‘the best inland birding in the country’. Not going to disagree with that!
The bird flew off with a few Black-tailed Godwits at 4.15pm, to the dismay of later arrivals, who had to
leave empty-handed. With no sign for the next three days, that appeared to be that, but suddenly on 29th
it reappeared, and showed well for a further four days and into another weekend (to 3 May), allowing
many a much-appreciated second chance to catch up with a really rather smart bird.
The Hudsonian Godwit, as befits a county first, will be formally written up, probably in next year’s Annual
Report. One last personal postscript though – on the Monday evening, a mere four days before Tom’s
momentous find, he and I were going through the waders on the scrape and we joked about how it would
be nice if one of the godwits had dark underwings (i.e., was a Hudsonian). One of those rare and bizarre
coincidences; sadly our attempts since to wish up a Black-winged Pratincole have failed dismally!
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Camp Avalon 2015
Mya-Rose Craig reports on a new birding camp for young people
In February, I was looking
longingly at the details of Camp
Colorado and Camp Avocet
organised by the American Birding
Association (ABA) for teenage
birders. The idea is that over a
week away on camp, young
birders learn from experienced,
well-known ones as well as
making new friends and most of
all enjoying themselves.
There was nothing here aimed
just at teenagers and so I decided
to organise a camp, Camp Avalon.
Mya-Rose Craig (13), Jeremy Bond (parent), Lewis Mitchell (17) and Andrew
Mum and Dad [Helena and Chris
Burrows (parent) birding at Ham Wall as part of the inaugural Camp Avalon
Craig] said they would help and I
felt sure that some Somerset birders would help too. However, it would be just for a weekend and cheap,
so that it was accessible. The Avalon Marshes Centre agreed that we could use their site for free, I found a
campsite nearby, and lots of birders with a wide range of skills and experience agreed to give their time
unpaid. I then read an article by David Lindo in ABA Magazine, where he talked about ‘opening the door’
to nature to inner city or ethnic minority teenagers. Camp Avalon needed to be inclusive. I talked to
people in Bristol and tried to overcome the barriers to these young people connecting with nature or
coming on a camp like this.
The camp was over the weekend of 19–21 June and we had 14 attend, including keen young birders Ben
Bond, Dan Burrows, Tom and Mia Carpendale, Tom Gale, Aiden Gregory, Lewis Mitchell, Thomas Weston
and myself. Also five black or Asian teenage boys from Central Bristol came, none of whom had ever
camped.
On the Friday evening, we met up at the campsite, helped get all the tents up and cooked dinner. Moni-e
(pronounced mon-e-a) was the first person I had met from St Pauls and was amazing. He luckily took over
cooking from Mum and so we got to eat before going out mothing at Shapwick Heath with Bill Urwin. A few
people were scared of moths but bravely stuck around.

Hamza Khandker (16) in the bird sketching workshop

On Saturday, we all started early with a walk on
Ham Wall RSPB reserve with brilliant Somerset
birders Julian Thomas and Chris Griffin. It was
fantastic to see so many species including 2 Marsh
Harriers, 2 Bitterns, Cuckoo heard, and 2 Bearded
Tits seen by Thomas. Back at the centre, we had
sessions on world birding and conservation from
Andy Mears, keeping good records and fieldcraft
from Somerset Recorder Brian Gibbs, photography
from Chris Griffin, Brian Gibbs and James Packer,
sketching birds from artist John Gale, and after
dinner Nightjars at Stockhill with Chris Craig, which
were only seen by a few because of the breeze.

6

On Sunday morning, we started the day with Mike Bailey, Chris Craig and myself giving a ringing
demonstration, with Mike then giving a presentation. Everyone was really interested in this session and I
hope that those from the city will never forget holding a bird in their hands and letting it go. One of the
loudest boys was scared of holding the birds but still had a go. After lunch, I gave a talk on World
Shorebirds Day and saving the Spoon-billed Sandpiper followed by a really instructive bird ID walk on
Shapwick Heath with Keith Vinicombe.
I had an amazing weekend along with all the young birders, but I hope everyone got something out of it
that they will never forget. Thank you to all who helped.
Next year Camp Avalon will take place on 8–10 July and hopefully we will be able to make it bigger and
better with lots more people helping with sessions as well as behind the scenes.

Bramwell bulletin
The fifth instalment of the occasional series from Mike Trubridge
In previous issues of The Bittern, I have described a rookery survey that I have carried out in an area of
12.56 sq. km to the north of Langport since 2011. I have now completed a fifth survey and the results are
given below. This survey in 2015 was carried out between 11 March and 5 April of all rookeries in and
around the villages of Henley, High Ham, Low Ham, Pitney and Park and produced the following results:
Occupied nests
Total nests
Occupancy rate
Mean number of occupied nests per rookery
Mean number of all nests per rookery
Rookeries per sq. km
Occupied nests per sq. km
Total nests per sq. km
Number of occupied rookeries
Number of new rookeries
Number of abandoned rookeries
Survey period

2011
234
302
77.5%
15.6
20.1
1.2
18.6
24.0
15
n/a
n/a
19/3–6/4

2012
206
320
64.4%
10.3
16.0
1.6
16.4
25.5
19
5
1
14/3–31/3

2013
236
309
76.4%
16.9
22.1
1.1
18.8
24.6
14
0
4
11/3–15/4

2014
296
345
85.8%
22.8
26.5
1.0
23.6
27.5
13
0
1
7/3–14/4

2015
295
326
90.5%
22.7
25.1
1.0
23.5
26.0
13
0
0
11/3–5/4

2015 was a good year for surveying, with plenty of clement weather and no problems with early
emergence of tree flowers and leaves to obscure the nests.
There was very little change in the numbers of occupied nests between 2015 and 2014, although there
were slightly fewer unoccupied nests, resulting in the highest occupancy rate recorded in the five years of
the survey. No new rookeries appeared and for the first time no existing rookeries were abandoned.
In the last issue of The Bittern an appeal was put out for birdwatchers to make particular effort to record
five priority species in the county, one of which is Little Owl. This species shows a national decline of 40%
since 1995 and many traditional sites in Somerset have been deserted in recent years. However, I am
pleased to report that in my home village of Low Ham, near Langport, these birds seem to be holding their
own. In an earlier edition of The Bittern (issue 7, September 2013) I described how I erected five Little
Owl nest boxes in the area in 2012 and the strange activities in one of them, where a pair of Little Owls
were usurped by House Sparrows who were subsequently evicted by Great Tits. I now have six boxes
scattered around the village, but as far as I know only one of them has been used by Little Owls (I do not
have access to three of them).
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Little Owl outside the entrance to its nesting site in an old building

This year I again experienced a pair of owls
being evicted from their box, but this time
by a completely different culprit. When I
checked this particular box in early April I
was very pleased to see one Little Owl fly
out of the tree and a second bird in the box.
So on my next visit a fortnight later I was
hoping to find a clutch of eggs when I
ascended my ladder. As usual I gently tapped
on the side of the box to announce my
arrival and was encouraged when I heard
sounds of movement inside. But when I
opened the door I received the shock of my
life when a grey squirrel shot out of the
entrance hole! The box had been partially
filled with vegetation and after I pulled some
of it apart I found two baby squirrels inside.

So once again a pair of Low Ham Little Owls had been kicked out of their home, although this time of
course it was not by fellow avian species. However, I am encouraged that Little Owls are generally doing
quite well in the village. There are at least three pairs here and I think there may well be a fourth. Unless
you can actually locate a nest site, it is difficult to know exactly how pairs many there are. Their
territories are relatively small, about 0.5 sq. km, which reflects the suitable habitat in the area of many
small pasture fields, hedgerows with trees, old orchards and small copses. These three pairs nest in an old
pollarded willow, a stone building and one of my nest boxes in an orchard. And perhaps if I can control the
House Sparrows, Great Tits and grey squirrels, I might get more Little Owls using my boxes!

Desert Island Birds
Based loosely on the famous radio show, each issue we
will feature a prominent (or not so prominent) Somerset
birder. This issue’s castaway is Assistant County Recorder
and editor of The Bittern, Julian Thomas.

How and when did you get into birdwatching?
I’m not sure when I first showed an interest in birds,
except that I was very young. Fascinated by a small party
of Bullfinches just outside our garden in Portadown,
Northern Ireland, in November 1973, I badgered my
parents and soon graduated from the Observer’s Book to
the Hamlyn Guide and my first pair of binoculars. What really finally sold me on birding as a hobby,
though, was my first Great Crested Grebe on 29 June 1982 at Bannfoot, where the River Bann enters
Lough Neagh – if birds like that were out there, I wanted to see them.

What is your favourite birding memory?
Twitching has been a major part of my birding career over the last 20+ years, so it has to be a rarity, but
it’s not the rarest bird I have seen. It was August 1996, and after a long slog up on to the Cairngorm
plateau I was scanning a boulder field between the looming bulk of Ben Macdui and a dizzying drop 800
feet down to the impossibly blue Loch A’an. There among the boulders, staring back at us with piercing
yellow eyes, was a pure-white adult male Snowy Owl. A magnificent bird in an awe-inspiring setting!

8

Where was your favourite birding trip?
I’ve done quite a few foreign birding trips in recent years, and all were great, but I loved Venezuela. My
first visit to South America, so everything was new and it was sensory overload. One afternoon we moved
barely 200 yards from where we parked, as bird after colourful bird appeared in a constant stream –
hummingbirds, tanagers, trogons, cotingas, American warblers. Handsome Fruiteater lived up to its name –
what a bird!

What do you do when you’re not watching birds?
Working, mostly. I’m now a freelance copy-editor and proofreader, working from home, plus occasional
paid bird survey work as a sideline, so I’m kept busy. Evenings are regularly spent working on some
project or other for SOS, or occasional pieces for birding magazines. Also skittles in the winter, which, as
it’s on a Thursday night, keeps me from attending most indoor meetings, alas.

Where do you currently most enjoy birdwatching?
I prefer a bit of variety in terms of birding venues, habitats and birds – others rightly enjoy local patch
work, and sometimes I envy them, but it’s not for me. Seawatching is a passion, as is seeking out scarce or
rare migrants – spring and autumn I spend a fair amount of time down at Portland Bill, where I have been
a member of the Observatory for many years. But if I had to choose just one area and stick to it, it would
be the Avalon Marshes. The variety of birds to watch across the seasons is hard to beat.

What are your five desert island birds, and why?
Difficult to narrow it down, and I’ve deliberately excluded the species already mentioned, all of which
could be contenders, as could any of the chats (especially spring males), but here goes:
1. Red Kite – It’s 30 years now since I was shown my first of this most magnificent of raptors by a
birdwatcher uncle in Mid Wales, and I never tire of seeing them.
2. Little Tern – My love affair with terns really started when I wardened a colony of these beauties in
1987 in Lincolnshire; one of the birds I most look forward to seeing and hearing every spring.
3. Chough – More than just a crow with a red bill. Fascinating and characterful birds of really wild places,
usually seen against a spectacular backdrop.
4. Pomarine Skua – Every sighting of a big, beefy spring ‘Pom’ with full ‘spoons’ beating past on a
seawatch is well worth the long hours waiting and hoping.
5. White-tailed Tropicbird – A real desert island bird, wonderfully rakish, and an unexpected bonus find
on a trip to Madagascar in 2012.

Choose a book and luxury item, and explain why.
If it was a small desert island I’d get to know the landbirds pretty quickly, so I’d spend a lot of time
seawatching and would really want a telescope and a good seabird identification guide.
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Desert Island Birds: the favourites
Fourteen issues in, and having had to think hard about my own selection, I thought it might be interesting
to look back through the previous issues and see which birds came out as favourites.
The remarkable thing is that between them, the 14 ‘victims’ (sorry, ‘willing participants’) have mentioned
at least 55 species. The maximum, if all selections were different, is 70, though some have snuck the odd
either/or in there to bump up the species total. Still, it means that there is a very wide range of species
involved, from the sub-Antarctic Light-mantled Sooty Albatross and the virtuoso Caribbean songster that is
the Rufous-throated Solitaire to the humble Magpie, Swift, Blackbird, and Coot. Not one mention of Robin
though, interestingly.
Coming up with a Top 10 ended up being easier than I thought, as only 10 of the species mentioned got
more than one vote each. Of these, the undisputed number one was the gorgeous gem that is the
Firecrest, with 4 votes. Joint second, with 3 votes each, came Red Kite, Barn Owl, and Swallow. Then,
supplying the last six places, with 2 votes each and pretty much impossible to separate otherwise, are
Dipper, Bearded Tit, Bee-eater, Yellow-browed Warbler, Red-backed Shrike, and Great Grey Owl. The owl
(an impressive beast indeed) has the distinction of being the only species not on the Somerset (or indeed
British) List to make our Top 10.

Walks and talks
Here are details of all SOS walks and talks and a selection of
events organised by the RSPB and Somerset Wildlife Trust in
July–September 2015. It being summer, there are more events
mentioned here than usual that are of general interest or are
specifically related to groups other than birds, but still most
selected contain at least some element of bird interest.
All SOS events are free to members and non-members alike, but
there is a charge for some provided by other conservation
organisations. We try to include either a grid reference or a
postcode (for satnav users) for the meeting points. Charges and
booking details are given where known for non-SOS events, but please check with the organisers.

July
2

Walk

SWT

Frogmary Green Farm. 1430–1630. Nick and Claire Bragg will host this visit
to their 500-acre farm near South Petherton which has plenty of wildlife
interest, and discuss stewardship and sustainability. Park at the farm at
ST423161, north of the A303, approach from the roundabout at Lopen Head.
No dogs. Not suitable for wheelchair users/ limited mobility. Price: £2.75 to
include tea and cake.

4

Walk

SWT

Bitterns at Ham Wall. 1430. A leisurely stroll around Ham Wall reserve and
possibly Shapwick Heath in the hope of seeing Bittern feeding flights and
perhaps Great White Egrets. Meet in the RSPB car park at Ashcott Corner at
14.30 (ST 449397, BA6 9SX). At least part of the walk will be wheelchair
accessible. Price: adults £2.50, children free.

7

Walk

RSPB

Langfield Heathfield Common. 1000. Leader: Bob Winn. Meet at ST106227.
Free.

10

8

Walk

RSPB

Berrow Nature Reserve and Brean Down. 1000, finishing mid-afternoon:
bring packed lunch. Leader: Trevor Best (07788 581593). Meet at Berrow
Nature Reserve car park at ST295535 (entrance about ¾ mile north of the
church off the coast road). Free, but parking fee at Brean Down unless you
are a National Trust member.

11

Walk

RSPB

Dragonflies and butterflies at West Sedgemoor. 1100–1300. Explore the
fascinating worlds of dragonflies, damselflies and butterflies, and discover
some of the different species that call the Somerset Levels and Moors their
home. Price: £5 per person. Booking essential. Directions will be provided
on booking. Tel.: 07774 620879, email: westsedgemoor@rspb.org.uk.

11

Walk

SWT

Catcott Reserve. 1030–1230. Mark Blake (SWT Reserves Manager, Brue
Valley) will give up-to-date information on management of the wet
grassland parts of the reserve for breeding waders. Walk will include new
tower hide and boardwalk. Hoping to see a wealth of wildlife: birds,
butterflies, dragonflies and wild flowers. Park and meet at main Catcott
Lows car park at ST399419. No dogs. Booking: Valerie Godsmark, 01460
234551. Partly suitable for wheelchair users/limited mobility.

18

Walk

RSPB

Chetsford Water, Exmoor. 1000. Leader: Eric Luxton. Park off road at
SS848419. Rough tracks and steep paths so stout footwear recommended.
Not suitable for wheelchair users/limited mobility. Free.

18

Walk

RSPB

Blackmoor, Charterhouse. 1030–1200. Leader: Don Hurrell (01934 842717).
Looking for butterflies, dragonflies and at least some bird species. Meet at
the parking area at the end of the short lane that runs by the side of
Charterhouse Activity Centre (ST 505557). Fairly level terrain. Free.

19

Walk

SWT

Brean Down. 1400–1600.Ged Keele will lead a walk around Brean Down to
look at summer flowers and butterflies. Meet at Brean Down NT car park at
end of road (charges apply to non NT members) (ST295585). Not suitable for
wheelchair users/limited mobility. Price: £1.00.

August
1

Walk

RSPB

Frampton Pools, Gloucestershire. 1800. Leader: Louise Bailey (01454
528290). Looking for a range of woodland and lake birds. Meet the end of
Vicarage Lane, access from Junction 13 of the M5, follow the B4071 to
Frampton on Severn, turn left as you enter the village and left again into
Vicarage Lane, SO748069, near the southern end of the Sailing Lake. Free.

2

Walk

SWT

Wildlife in an unspoilt Somerset Valley. 1330–1600. A walk along the river
through this interesting valley for flora and fauna, led by Tony House. Meet
in car park of the Kings Head pub, Coleford (ST 689 487). Stout footwear
required. No dogs.

5

Walk

RSPB

Ashcott Corner. 1000. Leader: John Connolly. Meet at RSPB car park
(ST448396). Free.

5

Family
event

RSPB

Kids’ tractor and trailer safari. West Sedgemoor. 1100 and 1400. Price: £4
per child, £6 per adult. Booking essential. Directions will be provided on
booking. West Sedgemoor office – tel.: 07774 620879, email:
west.sedgemoor@rspb.org.uk.

11

12

Walk

RSPB

Herons Green, Chew Valley Lake. 1900. Leader: Trevor Riddle (01934
835208). Meet in the lay-by at Herons Green on the road from Chew Stoke to
West Harptree (ST555595). A social occasion mixed with a bit of
birdwatching. Free.

12

Walk

RSPB

Nature by night at Ham Wall. 2000–2200. Meet at the ‘Mini Marshes’ next to
the new car park (ST 449397, BA6 9SX) and explore the reed beds as it starts
to get dark, looking out for frogs, bats, moths and even owls. Be sure to
keep an eye on the sky as the Perseid meteor shower reaches its peak.
Insect repellent and long-sleeved shirts and trousers recommended; also
bring a torch. Price: £8 per adult / £5 per child. Booking essential. Ham Wall
RSPB office – tel.: 01458 860494, email: ham.wall@rspb.org.uk.

16

Walk

SWT

Ninesprings Country Park, Yeovil. 1830. A short general interest walk. Park
in the Goldenstones car park (ST556160); usually free on Sundays. No dogs
please. Not suitable for wheelchair users/limited mobility.

23

Walk

RSPB

Robber’s Bridge, Exmoor. 1000. Leader: Colin Sampson. Meet at car park
(SS821464). Rough tracks so stout footwear recommended. Free.

25

Walk

SWT

Bats Galore. 2000. A walk around the Bishops Palace Moat in Wells with
local bat expert Dave Cottle and members of the Somerset Bat Group. Learn
how to use a bat detector to identify different species, and fascinating facts
about bats. Family friendly but please note the late finish. Meet by Palace
Drawbridge (ST 551458). Not suitable for wheelchair users/limited
mobility. Family friendly event. Price: adults £2.00, children free.

September
3

Walk

RSPB

Bowling Green Marsh, Topsham, Devon. Leader: Eric Luxton. Focus:
waders and wildfowl at high tide roost. Meet at 1000 at car park (SX970879)
and walk to hide at SX971876. Disabled parking by hide. Free (but may be a
charge for parking).

12

Walk

SOS

Wall Common/WWT Steart Marshes. Leaders: Dick Best and Brian Gibbs.
Focus: waders, wildfowl, and migrants. Meet at 0930 at Steart Marshes car
park (ST255445, TA5 2PU).

12

Walk

RSPB

Nature by night at Swell Wood. 2000–2230. National Moth Night, mothtrapping, owls and other nocturnal creatures. Insect repellent and long
sleeved shirts and trousers recommended. Bring a torch. Price: £8 adult / £5
child, booking essential. Tel.: 07774 620879, email: swell.wood@rspb.org.uk

25

Talk

RSPB

Sri Lanka: Birds and Wildlife. 1930. An illustrated talk given by Keith
Gould. Trull Memorial Hall, Taunton TA3 7JZ. Free.

26

Walk

RSPB

Cheddar Reservoir. Leader: John Connolly. Focus: wildfowl, waders,
migrants. Meet at 1000 at car park at Sharpham Road, Cheddar (BS27 3DR,
ST449534). Free.

Photo credits: Gary Thoburn (p1);
British Birds (p3); Tim Taylor/
WildImaging (p5); Helena Craig (p6);
Mike Trubridge (p8); Stephen Johnson
(p8); Brian Hill (p10).
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