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FOREWORD

It seems a long time ago that the Beast from the East was wreaking havoc across the country, and
the subsequent drought causing further problems with late broods. If we were to need evidence
of changes to our weather and to our climate, despite annual warnings over the last couple of
decades, these events were underlining the trend. It has been interesting to watch the shift in the
messages from the scientific world, from how to prevent change, to how to adapt to change. And
here in Somerset, while we monitored decline of our once common species of Willow Tits, Grey
Partridges, Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers and Nightingales, we were not rewarded by a further year
of breeding Little Bittern nor Night-heron. I would normally turn to our Recorder, Brian Gibbs’
summary of highlights of the year but there was no solace there either. The County’s BTO BBS
returns, compiled by our BTO Representative, Eve Tigwell similarly reported that last year was not
our best for bird populations. The South West is mentioned in the annual report with notice that
Cuckoos have declined by 82% over recent years along with Swifts 59%, Willow Warblers by 62%
and our treasured bird of the orchards, Mistle Thrush, has declined by 46%. There are no longer
enough Grey Partridges to make percentages meaningful and our breeding numbers of waders are
pitiful. The surprising long-term increase in the numbers of Great Spotted Woodpeckers by 130%
and Chiffchaffs by 37% do not really compensate.

So, a good-news story in 2018 was needed badly and it came from the church of St Mary
Magdalene in Taunton. In March we officially launched the live-stream cameras to which the
Society had donated, and listened to talks from Ed Drewett and Mike Leigh-Mallory, the founder of
the Taunton Peregrine Falcon Project. The launch was well supported by the Society throughout the
day, providing telescopes for bemused shoppers to watch the birds on the tower. After a traumatic
start to the breeding season, a single male survived the chaotic but diligent upbringing of its first-
time parents and took its maiden flight in mid-July. The Peregrines go from strength to strength and
the Society will continue to support the project and the site as a standing commitment. It would be
fair to say now that one of the best places to watch Peregrines in Taunton is from the Somerset
County Cricket Ground.

Not only is the County blessed with a considerable number of accomplished birders and
recorders but there are many birding projects that have little exposure yet contribute significantly to
the ‘scientific’ collection of bird data in the South West. One aspect of data collection could do with
a boost — ringing. Denise Wawman, the Society’s Ringing representative spends a huge amount of
time running projects including Pied Flycatchers, Dartford Warblers and nestbox schemes in the
west of the County as well as giving support to the West Hatch Wildlife Centre. She is ably
supported by a skilled cohort, but this is not enough to give reasonable coverage across the county,
and we are always looking for people with the time and dedication to learn how to ring birds. In the
east of the County I’m recruiting from east of the M5 to Frome. Thankfully, the Society contributes
well to in-County surveys and receives reciprocal information from local concerns. The Avalon
Marshes Breeding Bird Survey (AMBBS) was carried out by RSPB, NE, SWT and the Hawk &
Owl Trust, repeating one carried out in 2002. The data from this survey, which they have kindly
allowed us to use, shows how species have adapted to the area as it has developed and provides an
indicator of the requirements needed for the future conservational development of the Marshes. The
Society was also included with the Quantock AONB and RSPB in the Quantock Moorland Survey
(QMS), carried out every six years and targeting key species. Brian Gibbs covered a third of the
Quantock moorland, which includes all the open areas of the Quantocks, on behalf of the SOS. I
should also mention the close relationship that the Society has with the Blackdown Hills AONB
where we prove ID and survey techniques courses. Nightjar and Pied Flycatcher counts are also
closely supported by Society members.

One piece of very good news concerns one of our exceptional ornithologists and the BOU
Council’s award of the Janet Kear Union Medal to Mike G. Wilson, a member since 1957. For over
twenty years Mike has given outstanding service to the Union as editor of the IBIS book reviews.
He retired from this voluntary role at the end of 2018. On the conclusion of BWP, Mike was
appointed as an honorary Departmental Research Assistant at the Alexander Library in the Edward
Grey Institute at the University of Oxford where he continued to undertake prestigious editorial and
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translation commissions. Without him our collective understanding of the eastern extremities of the
Western Palearctic would have been decidedly poorer.

I began by alluding to climate change and its threats as well as its benefits to the bird life of
Somerset. Birds have always been classic indicators as to the way that nature swings, and as a
Society we are going to have a part to play in the provision of this evidence. Closer ties with other
local monitoring bodies SWT, SERC, AONBs and Avalon Marshes as well as the national
establishments of NE, RSPB, WWT can only benefit all concerned in a greater understanding of
what is going on and what we as hedgerow and armchair enthusiasts need to do about it. I feel that
this may be the theme for next year’s foreword!

Once again, a huge thanks to all our contributors, and to the dedicated work of our editors of
this latest edition of Somerset Birds. Thanks also to our membership and for your continuing and
much appreciated support to the Society — enjoy the read.

Roger Dickey
Chairman, Somerset Ornithological Society

ARCHIVES

he Society has no designated archivist, mainly because it owns nowhere to deposit its holdings.

However, these do exist, and members may like to know where they are. Before 1974, the
present SOS had been since 1911 a Section of the Somerset Archaeological Society. Surviving
papers, mainly correspondence, were handed down via the successive Presidents, but were
eventually deposited in the Somerset Record Office, where they are held in the following piece-
numbers: DD/SAS/G3404/1-6 & G/3471/1. Minute books from 1912 to 1974, and for the SOS from
1974 to 1979 (including correspondence on the foundation of the SOS) are also held there in
DD/SAS/G3403/1-7. These may be consulted in the Search Room at the Somerset Heritage Centre.

In recent years, many copies of surveys by conservation bodies have been lodged in the Library
of the ‘Parent Society’, which is also housed in the Heritage Centre, and contains a good series of
natural history books and some journals, including a complete run of British Birds. This is accessible
on Wednesdays, when the Librarian, David Bromwich, is usually available to enquirers. We have
now added a good deal of material relating to the Atlas (mainly correspondence and maps),
collections of data relating to the main recent works on Somerset and Exmoor birds, which should
be useful to future avifaunists, and some private bird records, including my own log-books from
1955 to 2015. Further such deposits from members would be welcome.

I have recently been able to add an interesting discovery. The Revd Murray Mathew’s ‘Revised
list of the birds of Somerset’ was published in the Proceedings of the SANHS for 1893. Though in a
shorter form than the author would have liked, it is the best early list, and has been much consulted
by his successors. It now appears that a few copies were separately printed as a pamphlet, re-
paginated and interleaved. The only known surviving copy of this has now surfaced at the dispersal
of the collection of the late Bryan Sage, the well-known writer on Hertfordshire birds. It was
presented by Mathew to R.H. Reid, of Ealing, in west London, who is known only by a rare work on
the birds of his own area. His brother George was a farmer at North Cadbury and he was a frequent
visitor there between about 1888 and 1930. He was a collector of both eggs and specimens and is of
importance in Somerset for his records of MarshWarblers and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo. He had the
book bound, included in it two letters from Mathew (who was at the time Rector of Buckland
Dinham), and used it as a record for his own notes on 78 species, almost all for East Somerset, but
with a few from over the border in Dorset—and one record of a Honey-buzzard’s ‘handsome’ eggs
which he had taken in Sweden. The Somerset records are of great interest, as very little was then
known about the birds of the old ‘District II’, which then abounded in old apple trees and hedgerow
elms. When I have finished a list for the record, I will lodge the little book in the SHC.

David Ballance



WEATHER 2018

2018 NATIONAL SUMMARY (UK)

2018 was warmer than average for the UK, with May,
June, July and December particularly so. It was also a
relatively dry year, with June seeing hardly any pre-
cipitation. It was a very sunny year, especially in May,
June and July. Notable extreme events during the year
included a spell of severe winter weather late February
and early March, resulting in the most significant spell
of snow and low temperatures for the UK since 2010.
High pressure dominated the summer — the warmest
for the UK since 2006, the driest since 2003, and the
sunniest since 1995. Some locations in southern England
recorded more than 50 consecutive dry days, and tem-
peratures exceeded 30 °C fairly widely on 15 days
during July and August. Ten named storms affected
the UK during 2018; two of these were named by
external agencies.

The UK mean temperature for 2018 was 9.5 °C
resulting in the seventh warmest year since 1910.

The UK rainfall total for 2018 was 1064 mm.
Southern England recorded its driest June since 1925.

The UK recorded 1,581 hours of sunshine in 2018.
It was the second sunniest year on record, beaten only
by 2003.

Rainfall
® 1064.00 mm
® 92% of average (1981-2010)

Average Temperature
® 95°C
® (.6 °C above average (1981-2010)

Total Sunshine
® 1,581 hours
® 115% of average (1981-2010)

ANNUAL STATISTICS (SOMERSET)

The following data have been supplied by CMS from
observations at Staplegrove.

Temperature

® Highest: 31.9 °C (89 °F) — June 9th

® [owest: —5.3 °C (22 °F) — February 28th

® Temperatures exceeded 30 °C on seven days: June
25th and 26th, July 2nd, 7th, 8th, 9th and 26th

® Number of days with air frost: 40

January 5 May 1
February 16 October 3
March 9 November 4
April 0 December 2

® [ast air frost: May 1st

® First air frost: October 29th

® The maximum number of consecutive nights with
frost was nine (February 22nd — March 2nd)

Rainfall

® Total: 705.3 mm (28.2 inches)

® Wettest day: March 3rd — 21.8 mm (0.87 inches)

® Rain fell on 195 days (53.4%)

® Longest dry spell: June 2nd to 13th (12 days)

® [ongest wet spell: January 15th to February 1st
(20 days)

® Driest month: June, with 13.2 mm (0.52 inches)

® Wettest month: March, with 130 mm (5.20 inches)

Monthly rainfall
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Wind
The gust of 36 knots on January 4th and October 12th
is equivalent to Force 8 (Gale) on the Beaufort Scale.

Highest .
Month gust Date D9m|n_ant
(knots) direction
January 36 4 WNW
February 29 11 NW
March 24 14 NE
April 24 18 SE
May 18 2 WNW
June 13 14 NE
July 23 28 S
August 13 10 WNW
September 24 19 S
October 36 12 NE
November 32 29 S
December 30 15 WSW

Winds of gale force strength (Force 8 / 34 knots) or
greater were recorded on 3 days:

Winter and Spring
January 2 days
Autumn and Winter

October

1 day

From autumn 2015, the Met Office allocated names to
significant storms. For 2018 these were:

Eleanor — January 3rd

Fionn — January 16th

David — January 18th (named by French Met Office)
Georgia — January 24th

Emma — March 1st (named by Portuguese Met Office)
Hector — June 14th

Ali — September 19th
Bronagh — September 20th
Callum — October 12th/13th
Deidre — December 15th

MONTHLY SUMMARIES

The monthly summaries are divided into two paragraphs,
a national summary followed by a local review.

January

January began unsettled, mild and windy. High pressure
resulted in a more settled period between 6th and 12th
although it was colder. The remainder of the month
saw unsettled conditions with fronts frequently crossing
the country.

Ist to 5th:

Stormy conditions heralded the start of the year with
Storm Eleanor bringing gale force WSW winds and
heavy rain, resulting in flooding and several fallen trees.

6th to 14th:

High pressure developed with a biting easterly wind
and some heavy frosts. A front moved through on 9th,
with persistent rain in the evening. Once this had
cleared the high pressure re-established itself; this
time the easterly winds were much lighter.

15th to 31st:

The remainder of the month was unsettled, with Storm
Fionn followed by Storm David, bringing westerly
gales, heavy rain and showers. Storm Georgia hit
Scotland on 24th, with line squalls the impact in
Somerset. A cold front brought heavy rain and strong
north-westerly winds on 31st when a super blue moon
made an appearance for those lucky enough to have
clear skies.

February

February started with a cold northerly wind. The middle
fortnight of the month was milder with westerly and
south-westerly winds. From the 26th a very cold easterly
flow brought increasingly widespread snow and low
daytime temperatures — the Beast from the East.

Ist to 9th:

After a sunny start, northerly winds set in bringing
cloudier; colder conditions with a few grains of snow
on 6th.

10th to 18th:

Heavy rain and blustery showers accompanied by hail
occurred on 10th and 11th. There were a few snow
showers on 12th. The unsettled period continued until
18th, with particularly heavy rain on 13th.

19th to 28th:
High pressure in Siberia started extending into Europe,
including the UK. The resultant north-easterly winds



led to several cloudless skies and heavy frosts. There
was more cloud from 26th, giving increasingly frequent
snow showers. The wind chill on 28th reached —12°C
which was also the coldest night of the year.

March

March began with the continued influence of the Beast
from the East, which brought widespread snow and
daytime temperatures staying below freezing. There
was then a brief period when it turned mild and wet.
However, on the 17th/18th another exceptionally cold
ecasterly wind brought further snow. The month ended
with low pressure dominating. It was the coldest March
since 2013 and the seventh wettest on record.

Ist to 3rd:

A dramatic start to the month saw a red weather
warning issued, as Storm Emma met the Beast from
the East on Ist. Blizzard conditions developed at
midday and a strong north-easterly wind led to drifting.
Daytime temperatures remained below 0 °C. A general
thaw set in on 3rd, which also was the wettest day of
the year.

4th to 16th:

A milder spell saw temperatures rise to the mid teens
on the 10th. It was generally unsettled, with most days
seeing some rain, particularly 14th.

17th to 21st:

Temperatures tumbled on the morning of 17th, with
flurries of snow as the Beast from the East made a
return visit. Heavy snow fell on 18th, leading to
widespread disruption. There was a significant wind
chill in the strong north-easterly winds, with high
pressure stationed to the north of Scotland. The 19th
remained cold, although there were signs of a thaw.

22nd to 31st:

The remainder of the month was unsettled but milder,
with rain on most days apart from 25th which was
sunny. There was a period of sleet on 30th as tempera-
tures dipped slightly.

April

The first half of April was unsettled and also cold at
times. There was a short warm, sunny spell after mid-
month, which saw the highest maximum temperatures
in April since 1949, but after the 21st it became cooler
and more unsettled.

Ist to 11th:

An unsettled start to the month saw heavy rain on Ist
and 2nd. A showery spell followed until further persistent
rain fell on 10th and 11th.

Weather 2018

12th to 21st:

High pressure developed to the north-east which gave
misty conditions, although it was cloudless on 14th.
Showery rain and strong winds arrived on 15th but did
not last long. With high pressure strengthening, a
plume of hot air from Africa drifted across the County,
giving some warm, sunny weather. Temperatures reached
20 °C for the first time on 18th. Heavy thunderstorms
on 21st brought an end to the settled weather.

22nd to 30th:

The remainder of the month was generally cloudy and
windy, with spells of showery rain, particularly on
27th.

May

May began cool and unsettled, with westerly winds
but it soon turned generally sunny and warm. The
period 10th to the 17th was generally cooler, but the
second half was mostly warm and sunny. Thundery
showers affected many areas during the last week. It
was the equal warmest (with 1992 and 2008) and
second sunniest (after 1989) May on record.

Ist to 4th:
May began with overnight rain on 1st and it remained
generally unsettled for the first few days.

5th to 23rd:

High pressure developed to the West bringing a warm
and sunny spell of weather. The 5th to the 7th was
cloudless. A brief'interlude of cloudier weather accom-
panied by drizzle occurred from the 9th to 11th. There-
after, high pressure dominated with a period of almost
unbroken sunshine between the 13th and 23rd. Winds
were light and variable.

24th to 31st:

Increasing cloud and humidity brought thundery showers
on the 26th. The remainder of the month was generally
cloudy, with further heavy showers.

June

June was mostly warm and settled until the 12th. There
was an unsettled westerly spell from the 13th to the
20th. High pressure brought dry, sunny and increasingly
hot weather from the 21st. It was the 4th warmest, 3rd
driest and 5th sunniest June on record.

Ist to 13th:

After a wet start, high pressure developed once again,
although it was cloudy and humid most of the time.
The exception was 6th and the 11th/12th, which saw
plenty of sunshine.
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14th to 19th:

An unseasonable spell of bad weather (Storm Hector)
gave strong westerly winds on the 14th although the
full impact was mostly felt in Scotland. It remained
cloudy and breezy until 19th, with the odd spell of
drizzle.

20th to 30th:

High pressure had been building from the west and by
the 20th it affected the whole of the UK. It became very
warm, as almost cloudless skies raised daytime tem-
peratures beyond 30 °C. The high pressure eventually
drifted towards Scandinavia.

July

The first half of July was warm, dry and sunny, with
high pressure close to or over the British Isles. The
second half was less settled, but still with plenty of
fine weather. The 25th and 26th saw the highest tem-
peratures, followed by a thundery breakdown in many
areas. It was the second warmest and second sunniest
July on record.

Ist to 4th:

A wet start to the month saw low pressure moving up
from Biscay, producing thundery rain on Ist, followed
by a hot sunny day. A breezy day followed before the
4th saw showery rain across the region.

5th to 31st:

A further high pressure cell developed to the south-
west producing another spell of fine weather. There
was plenty of sunshine, although it was cloudy at
times. The warmest day of the year occurred on 9th
and most days saw daytime temperatures in the high
20s. A few thundery downpours were triggered on the
12th. A cooler spell followed as a cold front produced
heavy showers on the 16th followed by cloudy conditions
with some further rain on the 18th. The high pressure
then took control again with warm temperatures and
plenty of sunshine. This system broke down on the
27th, resulting in thundery rain until the end of the
month.

August

August began with a week of warm dry sunny weather
across the south, but it was more unsettled in the north.
The rest of the month was mostly unsettled, with
westerly winds. The third week was often warm and
humid, but it turned much cooler in the last week.

Ist to 7th:

A further high-pressure cell developed bringing almost
continuous sunshine and daytime temperatures in the
high 20s.

8th to 31st:

A band of heavy showers on the 8th marked the end of
the fine weather. Steady rain which became heavy fell
on 11th, and this continued until the following day.
Further heavy rain occurred on the 16th and the
Jfollowing few days were cloudy and breezy. The 26th
saw more rain and brisk north-westerly winds. It
remained cloudy but dry until the end of the month.

September

September began settled and warm with plenty of sun-
shine. There was then a long spell of predominantly
westerly winds and unsettled weather starting in the
second week and lasting until the 23rd, and it was
often very windy between the 18th and 21st. The rest
of the month was more settled, with some notably cool
nights, especially for the south.

Ist to 17th:
The month started cloudy but dry. The only rain that
fell was light, without any significant totals.

18th to 23rd:

Mid month was very unsettled, with ex Hurricane
Helene (18th), Storm Ali (19th) and Storm Bronagh
(20th) sweeping across the West Country. Winds were
strong south-westerly to westerly. Storm Bronagh gave
heavy rainfall, and additional significant totals also
fell on 22nd/23rd.

24th to 30th:

High pressure drifted in from the south-west giving
several days of cloudless skies and a distinct autumnal
chill in the mornings.

October

October began with a week of mainly fine weather.
The second week brought southerly winds and unsea-
sonably warm weather. A quieter spell of weather fol-
lowed, with plenty of sunshine. However, it turned
very cold from the 26th onwards with northerly and
north-easterly winds.

Ist to 9th:
It was generally cloudy for the first part of the week
but a cold front moved through on the 6th, giving some
heavy rain.

10th to 17th:

A band of showers moved through on the 10th before
Storm Callum arrived on the 12th/13th. This brought
persistent heavy rain and gale-force southerly winds.
Further rain and drizzle continued until the 17th.



Cattle Egrets, Catcott Lows (Chris Hooper)

18th to 31st:

A period of high pressure brought calmer conditions
with plenty of sunshine, although it was chilly at times.
There was a period of wet weather on the 26th/27th
before high pressure developed once more with brisk
easterly winds bringing colder conditions with frost.
Temperatures exceeded 20 °C for the final time on the
21st.

November

November began quite cold, but otherwise the first
half was changeable and mild, with mainly southerly
winds. It turned more settled from the 15th to the 18th
due to a large Scandinavian high, and then easterly
winds prevailed from the 19th to 26th, bringing cold
weather with frequent showers. Mild, wet and windy
weather returned from the 27th onwards.

Ist to 13th:

An unsettled start to the month saw heavy rain on 4th,
6th and 9th, accompanied by strong winds. Heavy
showers occurred on 9th/10th before a ridge of high
pressure brought more settled conditions.

14th to 19th:
A spell of high pressure brought hill fog, although it
was breezy at times.

20th to 30th:

Snow showers occurred on Exmoor on the 20th. It
remained generally cold and grey, with heavy rain on
23rd. A period of heavy rain and strong southerly
winds then swept across the County between 27th and
29th.

December

The first third of December was generally mild, wet
and windy. It turned more settled around the middle of
the month due to a Scandinavian blocking high. Milder
weather returned from the 17th to the 23rd followed
by quieter weather to the end of the month as high
pressure dominated. It was the fifth warmest December
on record.

Ist to 31st:

December was an unsettled month with rain falling on
most days. Winds were strong at times particularly
between 7th and the 9th. Storm Deidre brought further
heavy rain on the 15th accompanied by strong southerly
winds. Further rain on the 18th was followed by a
period of blustery showers. Christmas Day saw low
cloud and drizzle. The final few days of the year were
cloudy but dry.



A REVIEW OF 2018

n general, a disappointing year, which seems to have

been heavily influenced by the extreme weather in
early March leading to notable decreases in several
species later in the breeding season. No breeding Little
Bitterns returned, nor did the Night-herons from the
previous year. However, Cattle Egrets bred at two sites
and there was a notable influx into the County in early
autumn. It was also a poor year for rarities, with only
Ferruginuous Duck and three records of Lesser Yel-
lowlegs considered by BBRC.

JANUARY TO MARCH

There were fewer records of Dark-bellied Brent Geese
at the start of the year; the most were 11 at Hinkley
Point on February 18th and March 19th. As in recent
years Light-bellied Brents have outnumbered Dark-
bellied, the highest count being of 29 on March 13th,
possibly of birds moving back north. Apart from the
resident Greylags, grey geese were scarce, with only
three records: a Pink-foot first at Sharpham and then
on Westhay Moor from February 13th to April 13th;
three White-fronts at West Sedge Moor, on January
13th; and a Tundra Bean Goose photographed at
Hinkley Point on March 21st

At the start of year on January 3rd, three Bewick’s
Swans were in the Muchelney area and four on nearby
Wet Moor; there were up to six at Nythe from February
6th to 17th, probably the same at West Sedge Moor on
the 10th. There were fewer Whooper Swans than in
the last few years; the most were five at Aller Moor on
January 6th/7th and then possibly the same birds at
Curry Moor on February 19th. Small numbers recorded
at another six places.

There were single Egyptian Geese at Long Drove,
Queen’s Sedge Moor, Steart Marshes, Greylake Reserve
and Sharpham. The largest number of Mandarin Duck
recorded in the County was the 59 at Orchardleigh
Lake on February 19th. The first Garganey was a
drake at Durleigh Reservoir on March 13th, followed
by others at Ham Wall Reserve, Westhay Moor, Athelney
and Steart Marshes by the end of the month.

There was big reduction in the number of duck
wintering. For the first time, more Wigeon were on the
Avalon Marshes than at West Sedge Moor in January.
The total WeBS count for Wigeon in the County in
January was 13,808 whereas in the previous year it
was 23,385.

A drake American Wigeon was found at Minehead
Marshes on February 23rd and stayed until March 21st.
A drake Green-winged Teal was at Greylake Reserve,
January 9th to 28th and again on March 6th; this or
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another was at Ham Wall on February 4th and 22nd as
it was not recorded at the former on these dates.

Presumably the Ferruginous Duck that had been
present in the previous December was relocated on
January 26th at Walton Heath and stayed until March
20th. The drake Ring-necked Duck that was present at
the start of the year at either Ham Wall or Noah’s Lake
was also last seen on March 20th. The only Scaup of
the period was a male on the sea at Stolford/Hinkley
Point from January 21st to February 18th. Goldeneye
continued their sharp decline, with three at Cheddar
Reservoir and Noah’s Lake at the most; one flew by
Hurlstone Point on January10th. The first Smew since
2014 was a female at Torr Works Reservoir on March
11th. Inland a drake Common Scoter was on Cheddar
Reservoir from March 31st until April 7th. There were
three records of single Red-breasted Mergansers: on
the Huntspill River, January 8th—17th, another on
March 21st, and Cheddar Reservoir on January
10th/11th.

There were fewer Red-throated Divers at the start
of the year; eight were recorded on three dates in
January from Hurlstone and Gore Points. Single Black-
throated Divers were in the Porlock Bay area on
January 10th, February 17th and March 3rd. A Great
Northern Diver was reported from Cheddar Reservoir
on January Ist; a long-staying bird was at Wimbleball
Lake from the 2nd to March 25th.

A moulting adult Slavonian Grebe was on Cheddar
Reservoir from March 26th to April 4th.

The only Bittern away from the Avalon Marshes
and Greylake Reserve was flushed on West Moor
(Hambridge), January 30th. The long staying Glossy
Ibis was last reported at Westhay Level on February
18th; it is not known whether it moved away or suc-
cumbed to the severe weather later in the month. A
flock of 33 Cattle Egrets was in fields at Sharpham on
January 1st; there were 25 at Westhay Level on January
16th and 23rd. Away from the Avalon Marshes and
surrounding area, one was at Milborne Port on January
15th, and five in flight near East Lyng on March 15th.
Great White Egrets were spread widely around the
Levels and were recorded from 24 sites; 12 at Ham
Wall on March 27th were the most. The highest number
of Little Egrets was in the wet fields at Westhay Moor;
48 on January 5th was the largest flock.

Gannets were recorded in each month; the largest
count was nine off Hurlstone Point on March 13th. A
Shag flew by Hinkley Point on February 16th; another
was off Hurlstone Point on March 16th.

A count of four roost sites within the Avalon
Marshes revealed a total of 20 Marsh Harriers coming



Bewick’s Swan, Nythe (Jeff Hazell)

in at dusk. Away from here and the surrounding area,
there were six at Greylake Reserve, four at West Sedge
Moor, and one or two at six other sites. There was a
welcome increase of reports of Hen Harriers, particularly
on Exmoor where up to four males and two ringtails
where in the area from Comerslade to Withypool Com-
mon; away from the west there were single males at
Aller Moor and West Sedge Moor and ringtails at
Tealham Moor, Ham Wall, Shapwick Heath and Catcott
Lows. Red Kites were recorded at 23 places, singly
apart from two at Creech Hill (Bruton) and Coxbridge.

The number of Avocets wintering in the Parrett
Estuary was the same as in 2017, the largest count
being of 300 on January 28th. More Lapwing and
Golden Plover were wintering on West Sedge Moor
than in 2017, with 18,279 and 9,035 respectively;
numbers are also increasing at Steart Marshes. Lapwing
suffered particularly badly in the severe weather at the
start of March, when birds were seen in very poor con-
dition at a number of sites away from the normal win-
tering area, including one searching for food in a
Bishop’s Hull garden. The earliest-ever Little Ringed
Plover in the County was at Steart Marshes on March
11th, followed by one at Athelney on 30th and two at
Sutton Bingham Reservoir the following day. Wintering
Common Sandpipers were in the Parrett Estuary on
January 6th, 11th and March 4th, and one at Porlock
Marsh, January 27th/28th. Purple Sandpipers were at
two of their regular winter roosts; eight in Bridgwater
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Bay on February 18th were the most. Wintering Little
Stint are not unknown, but there were five on Otter-
hampton Marsh at Steart Marshes on January 13th and
four on February 4th. Four Spotted Redshanks were
reported regularly during the period at Steart Marshes.
More unusual were two Greenshanks at Witcombe
Bottom on the WeBS count of March 19th.

Single Little Gulls were at Sutton Bingham and
Chard Reservoirs, on January 17th, at Stolford on the
25th, on flooded fields at Midelney on March 16th
and Cheddar Reservoir on the 24th. Mediterranean
Gulls were widespread across the County; 15 at Sutton
Bingham Reservoir on February 16th was exceptional.
Yellow-legged Gulls were in the roosts at Torr Works
Reservoir (where four on February 18th were the most)
and at Sutton Bingham Reservoir and Wimbleball
Lake; one was feeding in fields at Wyke Champflower.
It was to be an exceptional winter for white-winged
Gulls at Wimbleball Lake with up to three Glaucous
on February 3rd and 5th and five Iceland on the 23rd
being the highest counts. Other single Glaucous Gulls
were at Torr Works Quarry on February 23rd and
March 12th, and Dunster Beach on March 29th. The
first Iceland Gull had been at Blue Anchor on January
29th, followed by others at Torr Works Reservoir on
February 18th and 24th; Sutton Bingham Reservoir
on 25th, March 2nd and 21st; Bishops Lydeard on
March 3rd; Minehead on the 17th; and finally Blue
Anchor on the 31st. A Caspian Gull at Stert Point on
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Slavonian Grebe, Cheddar Reservoir (Brian Gibbs)

February 6th flew over towards the Brue Estuary, and
was seen again on the 8th.

A very early Common Tern was at Chard Reservoir
on March 30th. A Great Skua was on a kill on the sea
off Hurlstone Point on January 26th.

A Long-eared Owl was photographed in a conifer
tree in a garden at South Petherton on January 31st. In
addition to Hen Harriers there were large numbers of
Short-eared Owls on Exmoor again mainly in the area
between Comerslade and Withypool Common — at
least 12 were seen on January 11th and this was just in
the Comerslade/Hangley Cleave area. Away from
Exmoor, numbers were much lower with only singles
at Berrow and Berrow LNR, Wall Common, Catcott
Lows, Kennard Moor, and West Moor (Hambridge).
Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers were found in four of the
Quantock combes and at Horner Wood.

The only Great Grey Shrike of the year was on
Exmoor at Room Hill from February 24th to 26th.

The first Sand Martins were at Ham Wall on
March 13th; no Swallows or House Martins were
recorded in the period. A number of Firecrests were
found at 13 sites, all singles apart from two at Pen Mill
Walk, Yeovil on January 21st. The first Willow Warblers
were two at Ham Wall on March 22nd. On January 6th
there were an estimated 50 Chiffchaffs at both the Pen
Mill and Crewkerne Sewage Treatment Works. Siberian
Chiffchaffs were at Ashcott on January 5th and one,
possibly two, at Crewkerne Sewage Treatment Works
on the 26th. Dartford Warblers were hit badly by the
snow at the end of February and beginning of March —
there had been 11 just in one area on North Hill on
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January 11th, but later in the period it was difficult to
find one.

The only Ring Ouzel of March was one on the
Quantocks at Great Hill on the 21st. In the severe
weather at the beginning of the month an estimated
11,000 Redwings and 20,000 Fieldfares flew south at
Burnham — in the next few days many were reported
feeding in gardens including 128 Fieldfares on apples
in a Bridgwater garden. Single Black Redstarts were
wintering at the regular sites of Brean Down Cove,
from Stolford to Hinkley Point, and at Dunster Beach;
only one other was reported, at Lamyatt on January
10th. Wheatears appeared from March 13th when 15
were noted between Stolford and Hinkley Point.

Up to 30 Tree Sparrows were recorded at Cranmore;
the only others reported were two at Chewton Mendip
and singles at Green Ore and Wanstrow. A Water Pipit
was at Porlock Marsh in January; there were two at
Steart Marshes on February 2nd and one at the Brue
Estuary on March 25th.

There were more records of Brambling in this
period than for the last few years including 20 at both
Ferne Animal Sanctuary on January 1st and Crowcombe
Heathfield on the 20th; after the snow in late February
anumber were reported at garden feeders. The undoubted
highlight for many in these months was the influx of
Hawfinches that had started in the previous autumn;
small numbers were reported across the County, and
larger flocks of 32 at West Monkton on March 10th
and 33 in Yeovil on 29th. A Snow Bunting flew around
Hurlstone Point on February 17th, one of only two in
the year.



APRIL AND MAY

A flock of 23 Brent Geese in Bridgwater Bay on April
Ist were not assigned to a race; the last Dark-bellied
was one at Hinkley Point on the 18th and for Pale-
bellied there were seven at Wall Common on the 12th.
Five Barnacle Geese were recorded during the WeBS
count at Steart Marshes on May 20th. A Whooper
Swan lingered at Curry Moor until April 5th. There
were a further six records of Egyptian Geese, all singly
apart from two at Shapwick Heath on May 4th.

A female Long-tailed Duck was on the sea at
Hinkley Point from April 15th to 18th. Inland, the
Common Scoter at Cheddar Reservoir was joined by
another on April 8th; neither reported after this date. A
Red-breasted Merganser was here on the 19th.

Grey Partridge are showing no signs of recovering
— the first of the year was not until May 4th at
Broomfield, and the last stronghold seems to be the
area to the south of Somerton. A Quail ran across the
road at Queen’s Sedge Moor on the 22nd.

The first Fulmar of the year was not until April
8th when two were off Hurlstone Point. The first Manx
Shearwater was also here on the 16th; feeding flocks
gradually increased to reach 642 off Minehead on May
27th.

An adult Spoonbill flew up from the Fenning at
Stert Point and continued across towards the Brue
Estuary on May 19th. An elusive Night-heron was seen
on seven dates from April 20th until the end of May at
Ham Wall. Numbers of Cattle Egret were lower than
earlier in the year; there were nine at Ham Wall on
April 16th. An adult Purple Heron was at Noah’s Lake
from May 15th to at least the 20th, when it was seen
flying towards Ham Wall.

Single Ospreys at Sutton Bingham Reservoir and
Five Bells on April 4th were the first of nine seen as
they returned north; the others were at Mells Park,
Brean, Steart Marshes, Ham Wall, Greylake Reserve,
Langport and Exebridge Lakes. A male Montagu’s
Harrier was quartering fields at Moxhill, near Cannington,
on May 14th. A Honey-buzzard flew north over Berrow
on May 21st; another was at Brean Down on the 27th
and landed briefly before flying off north. The now
usual movement of Red Kites in these months happened,
including 32 at Burnham on May 15th which flew east
in a 30-minute period, and 27 circling at Gupworthy
on the Brendon Hills on the next day.

A Spotted Crake was photographed in the small
pool behind the tower hide at Shapwick Heath on April
Ist.

Away from the breeding area Little Ringed Plovers
were only recorded from Meare Heath where there
were two on May 9th and 29th, and one on the
10th/11th. A Dotterel flew around Dunkery Beacon on
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the 11th, landing briefly before flying off to the north-
east. A flock of 30 Whimbrel at Steart Marshes on
April 30th was the largest recorded. The sole Ruff of
the period was at Greylake Reserve on the 16th. There
were only two May records of Curlew Sandpipers, two
at Steart Marshes and one at Stert Point on the 19th.
Two Purple Sandpipers were still in the roost at Helwell
Bay on April 8th. Three Little Stints were reported
from Steart Marshes in May. There was a good passage
of Common Sandpipers at the reservoirs with a few
along the coast, 32 at Cheddar Reservoir on April 27th
was particularly noteworthy. A Wood Sandpiper was at
Greylake Reserve on May 1st. There were only seven
records of Greenshank on passage, all singly apart
from two at Steart Marshes in April.

There were up to five Little Gulls at Cheddar
Reservoir in April and one in May; others were one at
Noah’s Lake on April 6th, three at Wet Moor on 7th
and one at Ham Wall on the 9th. Surprisingly only two
records of Mediterranean Gulls, one at Dunster Beach
on April 1st and two at Ham Wall on May 5th. A first-
winter Glaucous Gull was in a flooded field near
Somerton on April 1st.

A Little Tern was at Stert Point on May 20th, and
there were two at Cheddar Reservoir on May 29th.
The first Sandwich Terns were four at Hurlstone and
possibly two of these at Gore Point on April 8th; three
other records were all from Hurlstone. It was a poor
year for both Common and Arctic Terns with hardly
any coastal passage. A few more spring Black Terns
than usual: an early one at Noah’s Lake on April 10th;
four at Cheddar Reservoir on May 24th; and three at
Torr Works Reservoir on May 25th.

Only two records of skuas, a Great at Burnham on
April 17th, and an Arctic flew east at Hurlstone Point
on the 23rd. The first real feeding movements of auks
were on May 24th when 62 passed Hurlstone Point —
these included at least 21 Guillemots.

A Turtle Dove was reportedly seen during a
breeding bird survey near Lympsham on May 3rd. The
first Cuckoo, and the earliest Exmoor record this
century was at Porlock Parks on April 4th; there were
248 records in this period including ten on Winsford
Hill on May 7th. A Short-eared Owl was still at Berrow
on April 12th. The first Nightjar was heard from Higher
Dumbledeer on May 16th. Swifts arrived from April
21st, and by the 26th there were an estimated 100 at
Ham Wall.

A female Red-footed Falcon was beside the R.
Isle at Isle Brewers from May 27th until the 31st. After
the first Hobby on April 16th at Meare Heath, numbers
in the Avalon Marshes peaked at 28 on May 6th.

The first Swallow of the year was not until April
Ist, at Durleigh Reservoir; House Martins were also
late to arrive with one at Chaffcombe on the 4th. Other
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returning migrants included Yellow Wagtail on the
3rd, Redstart on the 6th, Reed Warbler on the 7th,
Sedge Warbler on the 8th, Whitethroat on the 9th,
Grasshopper Warbler and Pied Flycatcher on the 12th,
Garden Warbler on the 13th, Lesser Whitethroat on the
15th, and Wood Warbler on the 16th.

There was an influx of Rose-coloured Starlings
into the Country in early May, of which three reached
Somerset in this period: single birds at Porlock from
the 8th to 11th, Crewkerne on the 29th, and Williton
from the 29th to 30th.

The majority of passage Ring Ouzels were on the
Quantocks between April 4th and May 2nd; seven at
Great Hill on the first date was the highest count. On
Exmoor, a total of 12 had been at Chetsford Water on
two dates; the only other record was of one at North
Brewham on May 3rd. There were no Fieldfares, and
only two records of Redwing, of which one at West
Coker on April 24th was the last. A Nightingale was
singing at Town Tree NR on April 12th, and others fol-
lowed at the usual sites along the Bridgwater—Taunton
Canal and RNAS Merryfield. Four at Templecombe in
May were from an area not regularly reported.

The last Hawfinches of the spring were single
birds at both Shepton Mallet and Taunton on April
15th. A male Common Redpoll in full summer plumage
was feeding on the ground at Walton Heath on April
28th/29th although it did look in poor health.

Selected breeding records

A pair of Barnacle Geese bred at Torr Works Reservoir
for the first time, raising two young. There were three
families of Shelduck in the Parrett Estuary and one at
Steart Marshes, another family at Porlock Marsh, and
inland two pairs at West Sedge Moor, but it is unclear
if these bred. There were two families of Mandarin
Ducks at Sutton Bingham Reservoir and one each at
both Orchardleigh Lake and Chard Reservoir. There
were two families of Garganey at Ham Wall but an
estimated eight pairs here in the breeding bird survey.
There was also a pair at Greylake but likely to have
been more, although for the first time since 2013 no
broods were seen. Two families of Shoveler were seen
at Greylake Reserve; there were also another nine
pairs within the Avalon Marshes but no success reported
here. The estimated breeding population of Gadwall
within the Avalon Marshes is 103 pairs; there were a
further ten pairs at Greylake and 17 at West Sedge
Moor, and a family was seen at Wet Moor. A family of
Teal at West Sedge Moor was the first confirmed
breeding in the County since 2008, although given
their secretive nature they must have bred in other
years given the number of pairs present. The estimated
breeding population of Pochards is 67 pairs, an increase
on the 19 pairs in 2002.
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There were two coveys of Grey Partridge: five
birds at Milton Clevedon on August 19th and seven
near Somerton on the 26th. It was a very poor year for
Quail; only two calling on West Sedge Moor likely to
have been breeding.

The number of booming Bitterns increased to 55
— of these 50 were within the Avalon Marshes; the
County still has the highest population in the country.
Unfortunately no Little Bitterns were reported in 2018
and only one Night-heron was seen. One pair of Cattle
Egrets bred in a heronry raising three young; it would
also appear that two pairs bred within the Avalon
Marshes, as adults were seen with single young but the
exact site is unknown. Ten pairs of Great White Egrets
bred within the Avalon Marshes; two of these failed
but six fledged a total of 19 young — details of fledging
from the other two are unknown. Little Egrets go
almost unnoticed now in the breeding colonies: there
were 25 nests at West Huntspill, 16 at Queen’s Sedge
Moor and at least ten at Swell Wood but likely to be
more here.

At least three pairs of Goshawks raised young,
two in the east and one in the west, and other pairs
were seen at the start of the breeding season. Marsh
Harriers had another successful breeding season: in
the Avalon Marshes a minimum of 18 young were
fledged from seven nests. There were also at least two
successful nests elsewhere, and other pairs were present
that were not monitored. Red Kites were strongly sus-
pected of breeding in the east of the County, but this
could not be confirmed.

The population of Water Rail within the Avalon
Marshes was estimated to be an incredible 423 pairs,
well above what were previously thought to be there.
Two Spotted Crakes were heard calling in April at two
sites on the Levels south of the Poldens but not heard
later on other survey visits. This year 13 pairs of
Cranes attempted to breed in the County and of these
four young were fledged; these included three from
West Sedge Moor. The number of breeding Avocets
increased still further at Steart Marshes, with 13 pairs
raising at least 30 young; some pairs were double-
brooded. Two pairs of Little Ringed Plover bred at
Steart Marshes, one less than last year, and raised six
young. For the second year running a pair raised young
at a demolition site near Chard, but a pair at Torr
Works Reservoir did not breed. The annual survey of
breeding waders on the Levels and excluding the
Avalon Marshes resulted in 50 pairs of Lapwings, 49
of Curlew, 146 of Snipe and 37 of Redshank.

There were few records of breeding Barn Owls,
perhaps as a result of the severe weather at the start of

Rose-coloured Starling,
Porlock (Chris Gladman)
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March; three pairs at Ham Wall fledged only two
young. A young Long-eared Owl was heard calling in
the west. Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers were recorded
in all the recent Quantock sites, so they do not appear
to have declined any further here, but they were found
at only three Exmoor sites.

The breeding population of Bearded Tits was
thought to be 18 pairs, although this is considered to be
an underestimate, given the difficulty in locating them
at this time of year; later, a count at Ham Wall revealed
100 birds, and there were also good numbers at Westhay
Moor. Cetti’s Warblers did not appear to be hit too hard
by the weather, since the Avalon Marshes Survey
recorded 273 males holding territory; others were found
outside their normal range. Dartford Warblers, however,
did not fare so well; they retained only a few territories
on Exmoor, but the Quantock Survey did locate two
pairs; there were no records from Mendip. No Savi’s
Warblers were heard. Only three singing Firecrests
were reported from the east; birds were present at two
other sites, but it is a few years now since a thorough
survey was undertaken here.

Nightingales were present and singing at seven
sites but none were reported from their former stronghold
at Thurlbear Quarrylands. The population at RNAS
Merryfield was estimated to be 12 pairs. Pied Flycatchers
had a successful breeding season, with many young
fledged from nest-boxes where ringing is carried out.
Stonechats were another species that had been hit by
the weather: the Quantock Survey located 107 where
in 2012 there had been 132. The snow arrived just as
they were returning to the tops. Yellowhammers were
another species giving concern on the Quantocks, where
they dropped from 177 in 2012 to just 103 in 2018.

JUNE AND JULY

A male Eider in eclipse plumage was off Minehead on
July 24th. Common Scoter, which were recorded in
every month of the year, included flocks in these
months of 17 on July 8th and 20 on the 14th.

A Storm Petrel was off the sea wall at Burnham
on June 14th. In 2017, Manx Shearwaters had a poor
season feeding up-Channel, but there were many more

Yellow-legged Gull, Brean (James Packer)
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this year off Hurlstone Point: 3,046 on on July 3rd,
rising to 3,435 on the 12th.

Spoonbills have a liking for Steart Marshes; two
on June 28th and 30th were joined by a third from the
31st to July 4th, and there was another there on the
14th. The Night-heron at Ham Wall was seen on another
four dates up to July 28th, when it was last at Shapwick
Heath. Up to nine Cattle Egrets were feeding at Catcott
Lows; others included single birds at Isle Brewers on
June 3rd, and at Steart Marshes on July 15th/16th. An
adult Purple Heron, perhaps the same as the May bird,
was at Noah’s Lake from July 22nd to 27th. A Great
White Egret was well outside the usual range at Wim-
bleball Lake on July 25th — only the second record
there. Three Shags flew down-Channel at Hurlstone on
June 4th, and there was another there on the 13th.

An Osprey was pursued by gulls at Ham Wall on
July 28th. Two more Honey-buzzards were recorded:
one was over the County Cricket Ground in Taunton
on June 1st, and another was seen from both Cotford
St Luke and Bishop’s Lydeard on the 6th. The second
Montagu’s Harrier of the year, this one a ringtail, flew
over calling at Rodney Stoke on the 6th. Red Kites
were recorded throughout the period but not in large
groups; five flying east on Exmoor at Larkbarrow on
June 7th were the most.

Four Curlew Sandpipers were at the Brue Estuary
on July 28th and 29th, increasing to eight on the 30th
and 31st; three were at Wall Common on the 29th.
Common Sandpipers returned from June 23rd when
two were at Sutton Bingham Reservoir. In contrast
Green Sandpipers were recorded through both months.
A Wood Sandpiper was briefly at Meare Heath on July
Sth and another at Durleigh Reservoir from the 31st to
August 3rd. A Spotted Redshank was on the Brue
Estuary throughout July. The first returning Greenshank
was at Steart Marshes on July 14th with two there the
next day and also on the 29th and 31st; one was at
Sutton Bingham Reservoir on the 22nd and 27th.

A flock of 13 summer-plumaged Mediterranean
Gulls flew west at Hurlstone Point on June 13th. This
was the start of a pronounced movement west along
the coast in this period: eight were recorded here on
July 12th and 22nd and ten on the 17th. Of the 39
records during these months only three were at inland
sites. Single Yellow-legged Gulls were at Torr Works
Reservoir and Steart Marshes on July 14th; others fol-
lowed at the Brue Estuary on the 30th and 31st, and an
adult was on Noah’s Lake on the 31st.

As usual, small numbers of Sandwich Terns were
reported along the coast, a flock of 12 at Hinkley Point
during the WeBS count on July 15th being the largest.
Only three records of Common Terns in this period,
including two at Apex Lake on June 27th — the other
two records were of single birds.

A Review of 2018

Single Great Skuas were recorded on four dates
between June 18th and July 22nd from Hurlstone
Point. An Arctic Skua was at Burnham on June 14th.
Among the feeding auks were three Puffins at Hurlstone
Point on June 13th, the only record of the year.

A Turtle Dove was heard singing at Mells Down
on July 13th. There were a further 64 reports of
Cuckoos, including four at both Chilton Moor on June
19th and Ham Wall on July 7th which was the last for
the month.

The fourth Rose-coloured Starling of the year was
found at feeders in Combwich on June 30th. A Redwing
at Greylake Reserve on June 3rd was the latest ever
recorded in the County; the previous latest had been
on May 8th in 1977 and 1981. A total of eight Nightin-
gales were ringed at Merryfield on June 16th and July
7th; on the last date one was retrapped, but not one of
those ringed in 2018. There was a very odd record of a
pair of Black Redstarts at an isolated site on Exmoor
on July 20th!

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER

At Hawkridge Reservoir, as has happened in recent
years, Mandarin Ducks appeared in reasonable numbers
in the early autumn — this year there were 27 on
September 21st.

On September 7th, a Quail was flushed near cliffs
just west of Shurton Bars; it flew off inland, calling.

A summer-plumaged Black-throated Diver flew
to the west close inshore at Minehead on September
21st. On that day strong winds pushed Leach’s Petrels
up-Channel: at least nine were in Bridgwater Bay, one
was at Minehead, and one was blown inland as far as
Cheddar Reservoir; one was seen from Stert Point the
next day. After 1,208 Manx Shearwaters at Hurlstone
Point on August 1st numbers fell away rapidly; no
more than 45 were recorded on any one day and these
were during strong winds in the Parrett Estuary on
September 21st. A Balearic Shearwater was seen off
Minehead on August 27th; another flew up-Channel at
Hurlstone Point on the 30th and returned west a short
time later.

A juvenile Slavonian Grebe at Chard Reservoir
on August 29th was only the fourth for the site and the
first there since 1983. Spoonbills continued to be seen
at Steart Marshes: two in the WeBS count on August
12th, and an adult and a juvenile on September 20th.
At Oath, on the south side of Aller Moor, a Glossy Ibis
was seen flying to roost in a tree on the evening of
September 29th. One of the main events of the autumn
was the arrival of large number of Cattle Egrets: there
were 40 at Catcott Lows on September 3rd, and on the
23rd there were still 24 there, and 60 others at Tealham
Moor. Great White Egrets were seen at a number of
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places away from the Avalon Marshes: as the water
levels dropped, they visited Cheddar, Sutton Bingham,
Chard and Durleigh Reservoirs, and there were also
five at Steart Marshes. In the period when most Shags
have been reported in recent years, there was only one,
at Hurlstone Point on September 4th.

An Osprey which has been so regular over the last
few years duly arrived at Noah’s Lake on August 19th
and stayed until September 5th. Four others were seen:
one in flight across Tealham Moor on August 20th and
another photographed fishing from one of the drainage
rhynes here on September 17th; one in a tree at
Chetsford Water on September 8th; and a juvenile at
Westhay Moor, which stayed from the 25th to October
8th. It proved to be a good year for Honey-buzzards:
one was photographed near Triscombe Quarry on
August 8th, and another flew over Lytes Cary on
September 3rd. A number of raptors were seen on
Exmoor around the pheasant shoot in Weir Water:
these included two Marsh Harriers and four Red Kites
on August 15th; perhaps one of these was photographed
at Comerslade on the 28th. A Hen Harrier was at
Wester Emmets on September 30th; two days later, a
harrier that came in off the sea at Minehead was
thought to be this species.

It was a poor autumn passage for waders, probably
not helped by the Meare Heath scrape not being drained
down, in an attempt to control reed growth. One or two
Little Ringed Plovers were at Torr Works, Sutton Bing-
ham, Chard and Durleigh Reservoirs; the last was on
September 8th. Three Curlew Sandpipers were in the
Brue Estuary on August 1st; there were two at Berrow
on September 6th and at Burnham on the 22nd; and
there were single birds at sites around Bridgwater Bay
on nine dates. A Pectoral Sandpiper was at Steart
Marshes from September 9th to 14th; one at Huntspill
Sea Wall on the 10th may have been the same bird.
Single Little Stints were seen around Bridgwater Bay
in both months, and there was one at Cheddar Reservoir
on September 4th/5th. The only waders in really good
numbers were Grey Phalaropes blown into Bridgwater
Bay and further inland from September 13th to the
28th: at least four were off Huntspill Sea Wall and two
in the Brue Estuary on the 22nd; one at Cheddar
Reservoir from the 13th was joined by a second on the
21st and these were still present on the 28th; one was at
Wimbleball Lake from the 24th to the 26th. The highest
count of Common Sandpipers was of 14 at Sutton
Bingham Reservoir on August 22nd. The Wood Sandpiper
that spent two days on Huntspill Sea Wall from
September 10th was only the second of the year. There
were up to six Spotted Redshanks at Steart Marshes on
August 21st, and there were single birds in the Brue
Estuary, and at Cheddar and Durleigh Reservoirs.
Greenshank numbers were particularly low, the highest
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count being of ten at Steart Marshes on September 9th;
otherwise, ones and twos were recorded only from the
Axe Estuary, Sutton Bingham and Durleigh Reservoirs,
and Wimbleball Lake.

Juvenile Sabine’s Gulls were off the Huntspill
Sea Wall on September 18th and 21st, the latter possibly
the same as seen from Burnham; inland one was briefly
at Cheddar Reservoir also on the 21st. Two Little Gulls
were recorded during the Bridgwater Bay WeBS count
on September 9th, one was at Burnham on the 21st,
and a juvenile at Cheddar Reservoir stayed from the
21st to 27th. On the evening of August 11th there were
13 juvenile Mediterranean Gulls there.

Eleven Sandwich Terns flew west at Minehead on
September 21st. At Wall Common on August 21st
there were two Little Terns, and a month later there
were three off Stert Point. There were two flocks of
Black Terns: 11 at Noah’s Lake on August 31st and 14
at Torr Works Reservoir on September 2nd; only three
were seen elsewhere, singles at Burnham on August
27th and October 2nd and a long-stayer at Cheddar
Reservoir from September 17th to 27th.

Conditions were not ideal for overland skua
passage. Only the following skuas were seen, some on
westerly blows: a Great from Huntspill Sea Wall on
September 21st; single Pomarines at Knighton Beach
on August 27th and off Huntspill Sea Wall on September
21st; and Arctics on seven dates, including seven at
Minehead on the 23rd, the day on which an immature
Long-tailed also passed there.

The last Cuckoo of the year was at Tealham Moor
on August 19th. A returning Short-eared Owl was
along the Huntspill Sea Wall on September 28th. There
were only two Wrynecks: one photographed in a garden
at Cotford St Luke on August 9th, and one beside the
road at Selworthy Beacon on September 5th.

The first Short-toed Lark in the County since
1993 was on the Huntspill Sea Wall on September
28th, unfortunately only for the one day. A Black
Redstart was at Dunster Beach on September 11th.

Crossbills had been present in small numbers
throughout the year at some sites but about 50 on
Croydon Hill on September 16th were by far the most.
Two Lapland Buntings were at the Axe Estuary on
September 1st.

OCTOBER

The first Dark-bellied Brent Goose of the autumn
returned to Bridgwater Bay on the 14th. A party of six
Light-bellied Brents flew by Minehead on the 27th. A
Whooper Swan was on the North Drain, Tealham Moor
on the 1st followed by two at Noah’s Lake on the 22nd
and one at Queen’s Sedge Moor on the 29th/30th and
still present on November 16th. A first-winter drake



Spoonbill, Steart Marshes (Chris Hooper)

Scaup arrived at Cheddar Reservoir on the 13th and
stayed for the rest of the year.

The first returning Red-throated Divers were two
at Minehead on October 26th. The last Manx Shearwaters
of the year were singles at Hurlstone Point on the 1st
and in the Parrett Estuary on the 2nd.

Spoonbills continued to be seen at Steart Marshes:
one from October 7th to 22nd, and then three immatures
from 26th until the end of the year; others were at Ham
Wall on the 18th and Cheddar Reservoir on the 22nd.
A Glossy Ibis was at Steart Marshes from the 4th to
13th. From a photograph taken on the 23rd, a total of
96 Cattle Egrets were at Catcott Lows; there were also
14 at Steart Marshes and smaller numbers reported
from five other places.

The Osprey at Westhay Moor finally departed on
the 8th. A ringtail Hen Harrier flew in off the sea at
Hurlstone Point on the 1st and continued inland. On
Exmoor there were at least a male and two ringtails
during the month; others included a ringtail at Steart
Marshes from the 15th, one at Berrow LNR on the 20th,
a male and a ringtail at Catcott Lows on the 24th, and a
ringtail quartering fields between Stogumber and Monksil-
ver on the 28th. There were a further 12 records of Red
Kites, including three at Comerslade on the 24th.

As usual, Avocet numbers in the Parrett Estuary
built up; there were an estimated 570 on the 16th. Only
one Curlew Sandpiper and three Little Stints were seen
at Steart Marshes, and none elsewhere. There were four
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records of single Common Sandpipers during the month,
the last being on the 17th. Up to four Spotted Redshanks
were at Steart Marshes, and there were single birds in
the Brue Estuary on the 2nd and the 28th. A few Green-
shanks continued to be reported: five at Cheddar
Reservoir on the 14th and three on a number of dates at
Steart Marshes were the most.

A total of 177 Kittiwakes flew west at Minehead
in the afternoon of the 27th; amongst these was a
juvenile Sabine’s Gull. The only Yellow-legged Gull
of the month was at Torr Works Reservoir on the 18th.

There was a late passage of Great Skuas in the
month with 13 being recorded in total from Minehead
and Hurlstone Point, three on both the 1st and 6th
being the most. Also the most Pomarines of the autumn
were recorded, with a single at Wall Common on the
15th and then eight flew west at Minehead on the 27th.

A Turtle Dove was photographed in a garden in
Combwich on the 2nd. Single Short-eared Owls were
recorded from six sites around Bridgwater Bay, and
there were two on the 7th. There were at least four
others: one at Tealham Moor on the 7th; two at Stockmoor
Village (Bridgwater) on the 16th, and one there on the
20th/21st; and one at Kinsford Gate on the 29th.

It was a very poor month for Ring Ouzels moving
back south, with only six records and all of single
birds. The first returning Redwing was one at Wills
Neck on the 8th and the first Fieldfares were two at
Black Down on the 13th.



Long-tailed Duck, Parrett Estuary (Brian Gibbs)

Yellow-browed Warblers were recorded at Ham
Wall on the 13th, 25th and 28th (with possibly a second
bird on the last date), and at Berrow and West Monkton
on the 18th. As an indication of how poor an autumn it
was, not one Firecrest was reported in the month.

Two Water Pipits were at Ham Wall on the 21st
and one at the Axe Estuary on the 25th. The first Bram-
bling was a single bird over Wills Neck on the 10th;
nearby there were 15 on Lydeard Hill on the 30th. In
complete contrast to last autumn there was only one
record of Hawfinches for the second half of the year,
two at West Monkton on the 18th. There were still at
least 20 Crossbills on Croydon Hill during the month.

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER

Both races of Brent Goose were scarce: the most Dark-
bellied were five at Catsford Common on November
19th, and the most Light-bellied were six at Dunster
Beach. A flock of nine White-fronted Geese were on
floods near Templecombe on December 22nd. The
only Bewick’s Swans were two at Wet Moor on Decem-
ber 23rd, joined by a third on the 28th. There were
three Whooper Swans on King’s Sedge Moor on
November 11th and possibly the same the next day at
Aller Moor. Two at Curry Moor on the 14th increased
to five on the 17th, and moved between here and Aller
Moor for the rest of the year. There were also two at
Decoy (Shapwick Heath) on December 10th and 14th.

A flock of eight Egyptian Geese at Sutton Bingham
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Reservoir on December 26th was the largest party
recorded in the County. A Garganey in eclipse plumage
was still at Ham Wall on November 4th. For the second
year running, wintering duck were in unusually low
numbers. Strong winds on December 8th pushed three
Eider and a Velvet Scoter into the channel in front of
Burnham. There had been five Eider off Hurlstone
Point on November 18th. A very confiding Long-tailed
Duck was on a small pool on the side of the Parrett
adjoining Steart Marshes on November 3rd. A Red-
breasted Merganser flew past here on November 22nd.

It was a reasonable period for wintering Red-
throated Divers on the sea in the west with up to 94
drifting or flying back on the falling tide at Hurlstone
Point on December 26th. Single Black-throated Divers
were off Hurlstone Point on November 5th and 26th
and Minehead on the 30th and December 8th; the last
was also seen from Greenaleigh Point. The only two
Great Northern Divers were both inland, one at Cheddar
Reservoir from December 1st and the other at Wimbleball
Lake from the 17th. A Black-necked Grebe drifting
east on the rising tide at Hurlstone Point on November
17th would appear to be the first record of one on the
sea in the County. Fulmars and Gannets are not regular
in this period but both were recorded. To complete a
poor year for Shags one was at Minehead on November
30th and Hurlstone Point on December 30th.

A Glossy Ibis was again feeding near Oath on
Aller Moor from December 6th to the 26th, being seen
on nearby Southlake Moor on the 22nd. The three



immature Spoonbills wintering at Steart Marshes were
seen in flight over Combwich and then Catcott Lows
on November 13th before returning. The large flock of
Cattle Egrets split up but there were still 40 near Burtle
on December 8th — 45 had been reported on King’s
Sedge Moor in early November but these proved to be
fairly mobile. Further west 15 were still at Steart
Marshes in November and up to six at Minchead
Marshes on the 9th.

A repeat of the roost count of Marsh Harriers that
was carried out earlier in the year at four sites revealed
a minimum of 30 birds arriving at dusk. It was proving
to be a better winter than for some time for Hen
Harrier sightings with 36 sightings submitted, 19 of
these from the Levels, eight from the coast of Bridgwater
Bay, two from the Quantocks, and the remainder from
Exmoor. There were 23 reports of Red Kites in these
months, an indication of how more frequently they are
being seen across the County; four at Kinsford Gate on
November 2nd and at Bury on the 5th were the most.

The wintering Avocets reached a new high when
930 were counted from the Huntspill Sea Wall on
November 15th. In contrast to the wintering duck,
Lapwing and Golden Plover numbers were well down
at both West Sedge Moor and Steart Marshes. Two
Curlew Sandpipers were at Steart Marshes in November;
also here was a Little Stint on November 11th, December
2nd and 11th. Wintering Purple Sandpipers, apart from
one at Huntspill Sea Wall on December 26th, were all
reported from Knighton Beach where seven on the
29th was the most. A late Common Sandpiper was at
Stolford on November 18th and a wintering bird was
at Wimbleball Lake in December. Up to eight Green
Sandpipers were at Ham Wall on December 10th,
again considerably more than in the last winter. The
four Spotted Redshanks were seen regularly at Steart
Marshes up until November 8th; after that and through
December three were recorded. Also here were two
Greenshanks in November; the only other was on
North Moor (Moorland) on the 18th. More unusual
was the seventh Lesser Yellowlegs for the County
briefly on November 18th at Catcott Lows before
flying off towards Ham Wall — the eighth soon followed
when one was found on December 11th at Steart
Marshes and stayed (elusively) until the 26th.

A first-winter Little Gull was at Sutton Bingham
Reservoir on November 13th and an adult there on
December 12th; two first-winters were off Burnham
on December 9th. The regular Mediterranean Gull
retuned to Minehead West Quay for its 14th winter.

A Great Skua was off Hurlstone Point on November
2nd. Strong December winds in the Channel brought
in two at Greenaleigh Point on the 7th, followed by
three at Burnham and two at Minehead on the 9th; one
was still in Porlock Bay on the 11th. There were a
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number of late Pomarine Skuas: single birds in Bridg-
water Bay on November 11th and December 9th and
two on December 8th; and further west, up to two off
the coast between Minehead and Hurlstone Point on
five dates between November 13th and December 9th.

The gales also resulted in two Little Auks being
blown into Bridgwater Bay, one off Burnham on
December 8th and the other off Huntspill Sea Wall on
the 9th.

A Long-eared Owl was at Berrow LNR on Novem-
ber 5th; the following day, one flew from a garden
near Rodhuish at dusk and landed on a low branch,
where it was watched through the car window as it
raised its ‘ears’. The vast majority of reports of Short-
eared Owls came from Wall Common and Steart Marsh-
es, where up to seven were seen, although usually
there were three. There are few Quantock records, so
one at Marrow Hill from December 13th to 16th was
notable; others were seen at Tealham Moor, Aller and
Wet Moors, and on Exmoor at Comerslade.

A Woodlark flew over calling at Coleford on
November 12th. A very grey Willow Warbler was along
the track to the Axe Estuary at Brean Down on November
10th. The second Yellow-browed Warbler at Ham Wall
was confirmed on November 6th, when both were
seen, and again on the 8th, though there was only one
the following day. In the south, another was found at
Pen Mill Riverside Walk from November 18th; a second
bird was here from December 16th until the end of the
year. Two were in the Chard area, at Tatworth from
December 6th and at Perry Street from the 10th, both
of which were still present at the end of the year. There
were only three Firecrests: at Apex Park on November
24th, at Brean Down on December 2nd, and at Pen
Mill Riverside Walk on the 16th.

A Rose-coloured Starling feeding with Starlings
at Tadham Moor on November 4th was the fifth for the
year. Black Redstarts were recorded at seven places,
though surprisingly not at Brean Down; all were single
birds, apart from two at Dunster Beach on November
11th and December 20th.

At Wall Common a Richard’s Pipit was flushed
twice from grass on November 11th, and it was reported
again on the 15th. Numbers of Water Pipits at Ham
Wall increased to at least ten on November 25th;
nearby, at Catcott Lows, there were at least six on
December 7th; others were two at Steart Marshes and
Greylake Reserve, and one on Huntspill Sea Wall.
Two Lapland Buntings were feeding alongside the
track at Stolford on November 1st before flying off to
the south; another was at Wall Common on the 11th,
and one flew over Burnham on the 15th. The only
Snow Bunting of the period flew over Wall Common
on the 11th while observers were looking for the
Richard’s Pipit and Lapland Bunting.



EDITORIAL NOTES

BIRD RECORDS

Records for Somerset Birds 2019 should be sent as
promptly as possible after the New Year, and not later
than the end of January, to the County Recorder:

Brian Gibbs, 23 Lyngford Road, Taunton TA2 7EE or
by email to brian.gibbs@somersetbirding.org.uk.

STATUS DESCRIPTIONS

An explanation of each term used is given below.
There will be, of course, variations from the rule, an
example being Dunlin, which is an abundant winter
visitor to the coast but not to the centre of Exmoor.

Abundant: Occurs in large numbers in suitable
habitats and seasons.

Common: Occurs regularly, or is widely distributed
in suitable habitats.

Fairly common: Occurs annually in small numbers
in suitable habitats.

Uncommon: Occurs annually in very small
numbers.

Scarce: One or two annual records or restricted to
very limited habitats.

Rare: Occurs less than annually, but more often than
the classes below.

Very rare: From three to 15 individuals recorded in
the last 30 years.

Accidental: Fewer than three individuals recorded in
the last 30 years.

National Rarities

Records of species considered by the British Birds
Rarities Committee can be submitted directly or, prefer-
ably, via the County Recorder, from whom the appropriate
forms can be obtained.

Local Rarities
Full descriptions from all observers are required for all
records of the following County rarities:

Surf Scoter

Red Grouse
Black-throated Diver*
Cory’s Shearwater
Great Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater

Bean Geese (both spp.)
Pink-footed Goose
American Wigeon
Green-winged Teal
Ring-necked Duck
Ferruginous Duck

Balearic Shearwater

Wilson’s Petrel

Night-heron

Purple Heron

White Stork

Glossy Ibis

Honey-buzzard

Black Kite

Montagu’s Harrier

Rough-legged Buzzard

Spotted Crake

Corncrake

Stone-curlew

American Golden Plover

Kentish Plover

Temminck’s Stint

White-rumped
Sandpiper

Buff-breasted Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

Red-necked Phalarope

Long-tailed Skua

Puffin

Black Guillemot

Little Auk

White-winged Black Tern

Roseate Tern

Ring-billed Gull

Caspian Gull

Alpine Swift
Bee-cater

Red-footed Falcon
Red-backed Shrike
Woodchat Shrike
Chough

Hooded Crow
Willow Tit
Short-toed Lark
Shore Lark
Red-rumped Swallow
Pallas’s Warbler
Dusky Warbler
Barred Warbler
Icterine Warbler
Melodious Warbler
Aquatic Warbler
Marsh Warbler
Rose-coloured Starling
Bluethroat
Red-breasted Flycatcher
Tawny Pipit
Red-throated Pipit
Common Rosefinch
Mealy Redpoll

Serin

Cirl Bunting

Ortolan Bunting
Little Bunting

Short notes may be required for the following species:

Whooper Swan
White-fronted Goose
Red-crested Pochard
Long-tailed Duck
Velvet Scoter
Red-throated Diver*
Great Northern Diver
Storm Petrel

Leach’s Petrel

Shag*

Great White Egret
Cattle Egret
Spoonbill
Red-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Black-necked Grebe
Goshawk

Osprey

Dotterel

Grey Phalarope
Pomarine Skua
Sabine’s Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Iceland Gull
Glaucous Gull
Hoopoe

Wryneck

Golden Oriole
Great Grey Shrike
Woodlark
Yellow-browed Warbler
Waxwing
Richard’s Pipit
Hawfinch

Twite

Snow Bunting
Lapland Bunting

*away from coast west of Minehead



Apart from these, descriptions are required for all
species or subspecies not currently on the Somerset
List, even if they are not British Birds rarities.

Guidelines on how to submit descriptions are
available on the website.

DEFINITIONS OF AVALON MARSHES

The term ‘Avalon Marshes’ is now used to cover the
area formerly referred to in Somerset ornithological
literature as the ‘Peat Moors’. Strictly, it applies for
survey purposes to two separate areas: the ‘Northern
Peat Production Zone’, consisting of Westhay Moor;
and the ‘Southern Peat Production Zone’, which covers
the area from Sharpham and the west end of Glaston-
bury Heath WNW to Westhay Heath, and includes
within it Street Heath, Walton Heath, part of Ashcott
Heath, Meare Heath and Shapwick Heath. In some
looser contexts it may include land to the west of this:
Catcott Heath, Catcott Lows, Burtle Moor and Chilton
Moor. ‘Ham Wall’, which is not yet marked on some
OS maps (except as a Rhyne), is within the area, north
of Walton and Street Heaths

HISTORY OF THE ARRANGEMENT
OF RECORDS

From 1924 to 1983, the Editors of the Report divided
the County into VII Districts, numbered roughly from
east to west. Of these, District I was lost to ‘Avon’ in
1974, though it continued to be reported on in Somerset
Birds until 1978. The boundaries between them were
complicated, and the system was increasingly difficult
to operate. So, in 1984, the ‘new’ County was divided
into six Districts:

E= east of the ST60 Grid Line.

N= from ST60 west to ST20 and south to ST40.
This had the advantage of including the
whole coast of Bridgwater Bay, but it split
what we now know as the Avalon Marshes,
since the ST40 line bisects Shapwick Heath.

Central Somerset to the south of the ST40
line as far as ST20 and west to ST30.

west of ST60 and south of ST20.

a somewhat awkward area, designed to
include the Quantocks and their coast, and
also the Vale of Taunton Deane; from ST30
west to ST10 and south from the sea to
ST20, apart from the area around the Parrett
Estuary.

west of ST10.
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These divisions were still given for places in the
Gazetteer until 2016. They were used in Somerset Birds
from 1984 to 1987 in much the same way as the old
Districts had been, the records of most species being
arranged on that basis. A new County map showed
them. In 1988, this system, which had proved too inflex-
ible, was abandoned, though records were still organised
within species in something like the old order, from
east to west, and the map continued in use until 1993.
It was then replaced by a folding map, which did not
show the formal divisions.

During the years that followed the abandonment
of these, records came to be arranged according to two
principles:

a) Breeding and most wintering records

These are in order of places, which is mainly east to
west, as follows: East Somerset; West Mendip; the
coastal strip from Brean Down to Hinkley Point; Levels
north of the Poldens; King’s Sedge Moor and other
Levels south of the Poldens and north of Langport;
West Sedge Moor (with Curry Moor and Hay Moor);
Central Somerset (Somerton, Langport and the area
east to ST60); South Somerset, from Yeovil west to
Chard, including all the South Levels; the Blackdowns;
the Vale of Taunton Deane; the north-east foothills of
the Quantocks, including Durleigh Reservoir; the Quan-
tock coast from Hinkley Point to Doniford; the higher
Quantocks, in which places are normally described
from south-east to north-west; the areca between the
Quantocks and the Brendons (including Crowcombe
Heathfield); the Brendons from east to west; Exmoor
and its coast, where the northern side is given first, fol-
lowed by the areas around Exford and Simonsbath and
the Barle Valley. Places within all these areas are
generally arranged from east to west, unless it is more
convenient to group them otherwise; in river valleys,
they are given in downstream order.

b) Records of passage migrants

Often given in date order, so that a pattern for the
County can be established. In commoner duck and
waders, which are usually tabulated, the two systems
are combined, the counting sites being arranged in the
order given above.

Changes introduced first in SB 2009

In this issue, bold headings were introduced for seasons
and italics for areas. The nomenclature of these is
flexible, but the places are still arranged from east to
west wherever possible.



THE SYSTEMATIC LIST

lassification broadly follows the sequence and nomenclature of the British Birds ‘List of Palearctic Birds’.

English names correspond to the BOU’s recommendations for UK work, where the international ones are
unnecessary. Changes made since 2005 in scientific names and the order of species have all been adopted.

Records of rarities are always submitted to the British Birds Rarities Committee and are usually published
when a decision has been reached. This may mean that some of them will not appear until the Report of the year
following the observation. Rejection does not necessarily preclude a record from being mentioned in Somerset
Birds, and where this has occurred it will be clearly stated. The list of species considered by the Committee has
recently been greatly reduced, and the task of validation transferred to County Rare Birds Committees.

All references to ‘Atlas’ are to the Somerset Atlas of Breeding and Wintering Birds 2007-2012 unless
otherwise stated.

BRENT GOOSE Branta bernicla
Dark-bellied Brent Goose B. b. bernicla

Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant.

Dark-bellied Brent Goose — main counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec
Bridgwater Bay 10 26 1 23 1 5 5

Light-bellied Brent Goose B. b. hrota

Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant.

Light-bellied Brent Goose — main counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec
Bridgwater Bay 54 30 39 37 5 9 7

All other records
Six flew high to the east, Hurlstone Point, October 27th, and four east on November 18th; when also six,
Dunster Beach, where there was also one on December 24th.

CANADA GOOSE Branta canadensis

Common resident breeder and irregular visitor. Increasing.

Breeding season
Single families/pairs unless stated.
East
Four families, Torr Works Reservoir.
Coast of Bridgwater Bay
Stert Point; Apex Park.
Avalon Marshes
The Avalon Marshes Breeding Bird Survey (AMBBS) located 22 pairs, an increase from 15 in 2002.
Levels south of Poldens
Greylake Reserve and West Sedge Moor.
South
Pavyott’s Mill, 21 goslings seen; Sutton Bingham Reservoir.
West
Two families, Dunster Beach; Wimbleball Lake.
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Canada Goose — main counts

Systematic List

Mells Park
Orchardleigh Lake
Torr Works Reservoir
Berrow
Bridgwater Bay

incl. Steart Marshes
Apex Park/Brue Estuary
Cheddar Reservoir
Tealham Moor
Westhay Moor
Long Drove/Sharpham
Ham Wall
Shapwick/Meare Heaths
Catcott Lows
Greylake Reserve
Southlake Moor
Aller Moor
West Sedge Moor
King’s Moor/Long Load
Witcombe Bottom

Sutton Bingham Reservoir

Pavyott’s Mill, East Coker
Chard Reservoir
Durleigh Reservoir
Hawkridge Reservoir
Wimbleball Lake

Blue Anchor — Minehead

Jan
46

254
36

50
24

15

11

15

550
39
36

10
29
167

70

Feb
51
1
125

40
24

15

27
51

178
76

Mar
63
4
61
10

13
50

47
15

25
14
19
40
26

20

77

Apr
32
7
143

24
22

25

N © b

34

May

38
9
105

19

SR\ ¢h)

Jun
12
2
135

©

18

64

89
37

Jul

189

14

77
16
79
25

Aug

48
100

92
12
80

36

169

300

19
254

Sep

271

70
46
115

216

21
177
453

Oct Nov  Dec
48

38 112
384 234 12

80 150 218
93 89 82
173

14 9
10
81 5
20 4 87
40 19 6
20 30
4
20

13
532 375

30 25 30
85 81

17 34 73
289 36 134

188

27 32 70

Other counts of ten or more

Seventeen, Chipstable, first winter period; 22, Edington Moor, January 19th, and 13, March 16th; ten,
Friggle Street, February 14th, and 50, December 19th; ten, Hawkwell Cross, February 21st, 30 on March 5th,
and 35 on August 1st; 19, Curry Moor, March 21st; 20, Exebridge Lakes, on 25th; 17, Shearston, May 26th; 20,
Berkley Lake, June 17th; ten, Walrow Ponds (Highbridge), July 25th; ten, Wet Moor, November 11th; 87, Hay
Moor (Muchelney), December 10th.

BARNACLE GOOSE Branta leucopsis

Rare winter visitor; most records probably of escaped or feral birds.

Breeding season

One pair raised two young, Torr Works Reservoir, June 6th. First time they have bred here (JMH).

Non-breeding records

Up to seven, Torr Works Reservoir, at various times through the year. The only other record was of five,

Steart Marshes, May 20th.

GREYLAG GOOSE Anser anser

Uncommon feral resident breeder; rare winter visitor and passage migrant.

Breeding season, single pairs/families unless stated

Single pairs/families unless stated. The AMBBS located 14 pairs, an increase on the nine pairs recorded in
2002 although there were probably others. Catcott Lows was outside the survey area and a further 12 families

were seen here. Three pairs at both Greylake Reserve and West Sedge Moor.

Non-breeding records

East

Three, Torr Works Reservoir, March 26th.
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Coast of Bridgwater Bay

Up to eight, Apex Park, throughout the year; seven, Bridgwater Bay, October 14th, and Walrow Ponds,
November 22nd.
Levels north of Poldens

Twelve, Tealham Moor, February 18th.
Avalon Marshes

The highest counts were of about 90, Sharpham, February 13th and 89, Long Drove, October 15th. These
are well down on the total for 2017 but it is more likely they were more scattered than a real reduction.
Levels south of Poldens

At Greylake Reserve, 18 on February 19th, four on March 19th, 19 on April 9th, and 18 on May 8th; ten,
Sutton Moor, February 19th; on West Sedge Moor, eight on March 20th, 12 on April 28th, and two on November
10th; two, Curry Moor, April 5th.
South

One, Wet Moor, February 17th, and two on April 25th; one, Chard Reservoir, May 24th.
West

Two, Dunster Beach/Minehead Marshes, February 24th/25th, and one, November 17th; five flew east,
Hurlstone Point, April 19th.

TUNDRA BEAN GOOSE Anser serrirostris
Very rare winter visitor.
One photographed, Hinkley Point, March 21st (R. Harris).

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE
Anser brachyrhynchus

Rare winter visitor.

Two records, both of singles and possibly the same bird:
Sharpham, February 13th—17th (JAH et al.); Westhay Moor,
March 24th to April 13th (JIP et al.).

Pink-footed Goose,
Sharpham (John Hansford)

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE Anser albifrons albifrons

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant, now irregular.

Two records: three, West Sedge Moor, January 13th (NRS); nine, on floods east of Templecombe, December
22nd (B.A.Taylor).

MUTE SWAN Cygnus olor

Fairly common resident breeder; non-breeding summer and winter visitor.

Breeding season

Single pairs/families unless stated.
East

Orchardleigh Lake and Torr Works Reservoir.
Coast of Bridgwater Bay

Six pairs attempted to breed, Steart Marshes, three of which were successful.
Levels north of Poldens

Two families, Queen’s Sedge Moor; one pair, Catcott Lows.
Avalon Marshes

AMBBS located 88 pairs, an increase from 64 pairs in 2002.
Bridgwater area

Hamp, Bridgwater.
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Levels south of Poldens

Thirteen pairs, Greylake Reserve, hatching success thought to be successful, but few broods present by late
July, it was unclear whether families had moved away or the young had not survived; 12 pairs, West Sedge
Moor; Weston Level; and five pairs, Curry Moor.
West

Tesco’s Pit, Minehead.

Mute Swan — main counts including WeBS

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

Rodden NR, Frome 4 4 3 1 3 1 1 1 2 2

Mells Park 3 2 2 3 1 7 8 6 14
Orchardleigh Lake 5 3 2 3 4 3 3 3 3 4 3
Torr Works Reservoir 2 2 12 10 10 10 6 6 9
Parrett Estuary

incl. Steart Marshes 9 12 20 18 33 16 10 8 13 24 23 21
Cheddar Reservoir 2 1 20 17 27 59 108 76
Tealham/Tadham Moors 58 115 32 36 69
Westhay Moor 36 37 32 41 15 17 25 38 30 58
Sharpham/Long Drove 62 60 57 21 9 32
Ham Wall 26 30 1 14 4 85 60 153 31 23 26 43
Shapwick/Meare Heaths 39 24 20 30 41 51 130 126 60 89 64 62
Westhay Heath 12 10 3 5 5 6 13
Catcott Lows/Heath 10 12 2 2 5 7 9 18 22
Catcott, Edington, Chilton

& Burtle Moors 63 53 79 6 6
King’s Sedge Moor (excl.

Greylake and Huish Moor) 77 66 60 39 61 141
Butleigh Moor 12 18 30 29 35 27
Walton Moor 9 7 6 4 14
Sutton Moor 15 19 16 26 27 17
Sutton Hams 16 10 7 4 8 4
Moorlinch Moor 21 15 18 26 15 16
Greylake Reserve 12 17 24 6 6 6 19 18 23
Lang Moor (Westonzoyland) 12 6 1 9 40 32
Weston Level 7 7 2 2 14 14
North Moor (Moorland) 20 28 19 43 42 18 29
Southlake Moor 45 7 2 8 14 3
Curry/Hay Moors 35 90 110 62 4 18 5 14 46 45
West Sedge Moor 45 70 65 57 65 105
Aller Moor 49 61 54 15 31 56 72 134
King’s Moor 93 69 110
Witcombe Bottom 118 42 73
Thorney Moor 124 16 16 15 31
West Moor (Hambridge) 34 32
Wet Moor 25 57 16 39 56 62
Hay Moor (Muchelney) 5 6 15 35 25
Sutton Bingham Reservoir 2 1 5 3 1 3 2 6 1
Chard Reservoir 4 3 4 14 6 2 2 2 1 3 3
Ashford Reservoir 8 8 8 5 3 9 4 9 7 7 7 16
Dunster Beach/

Minehead Marshes 2 2 4 1 5 5 4 4 2

All other counts of ten and over

Thirty-five, Muchelney Level, January 7th, and 49 on April 12th; 70, East Huntspill, February 14th; 47,
Godney Moor, April 15th; ten, Pawlett Hams, May 5th; 14, Bridgwater—Taunton Canal, July 16th; 11, Litton
Reservoirs, December 11th; 30, Kennard Moor, on 26th.

At Muchelney in November and December a small number of dead birds were recovered; one that was
examined showed no signs of predator damage but may have been shot (AJP).
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BEWICK’S SWAN Cygnus columbianus

Uncommon winter visitor. Declining.

First winter period

Four records; four, Wet Moor and three, Hay Moor (Muchelney) January 3rd, and four on 5th (BDG, NRS,
JLT); six, Nythe, February 6th to 15th, two still present on 17th (NAS et al.); six, West Sedge Moor, on 10th
were probably the ones from Nythe which were not recorded on that date (RJ).

Second winter period
Two, Wet Moor, December 23rd—25th, three on 28th (NRS).

WHOOPER SWAN Cygnus cygnus

Scarce winter visitor. Increasing.

First winter period

Between one and three, Shapwick Heath (East), January 1st-March 20th; three, Aller Moor, January 4th, five
on 6th/7th; two, Tadham Moor, January 18th—February, 3rd; one, Tealham Moor, January 21st; two, Southlake
Moor, 25th—February 7th; three, Curry Moor, January 25th, five on February 19th to at least March 7th, and one on
April 5th; two Athelney, March 6th.

Autumn and second winter period

One, North Drain, Tealham Moor, October 1st; one, Queen’s Sedge Moor, 29th—November 16th; three, King’s
Sedge Moor, November 11th; three, Aller Moor, November 12th—December 9th, five on 7th and 11th; two, Curry
Moor, November 14th to December 24th, three on November 25th, five on November 17th; two, Shapwick Heath
(East), December 10th and 14th. No doubt there was movement between Aller and Curry Moors when disturbance
occurred.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE Alopochen aegyptiaca

Scarce or rare visitor. Has bred.

All records, singly unless stated: Long Drove, January 22nd; Ham Wall, on 23rd; Queen’s Sedge Moor, February
5th-21st; Steart Marshes, on 8th and 15th; Greylake Reserve, March 10th; Sharpham, on 29th; Shapwick Heath
(East), April 14th, and two on May 4th; Cheddar Reservoir, April 30th; Butleigh Moor, May 5th; two, Midelney,
on 9th; eight, Sutton Bingham Reservoir, December 26th.

The eight at Sutton Bingham Reservoir are the largest flock recorded in the County.

Egyptian Goose, West Moor (Alick Simmons)
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SHELDUCK Tadorna tadorna
Uncommon resident breeder. Common summer, autumn and winter visitor, and passage migrant.

Breeding season
Three families, Parrett Estuary; one family, Steart Marshes; two pairs, West Sedge Moor; one family,
Porlock Marsh.

Shelduck — main counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

Axe Estuary 20 2 20 1
Berrow 8 70 10 1 5 12 35 4 40 36
Bridgwater Bay

incl. Steart Marshes 455 619 633 587 500 763 3350 5010 2410 4309 2450 1203
Blue Anchor/Greenaleigh Point 61 25 29 24 8 6 20 30 95 30
Hurlstone Point/Porlock Marsh 22 19 14 22 10 8 13 5 4 12 29

Shelduck - inland records

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

Curry Moor 2 22 12

Aller Moor 10 10 2

West Sedge Moor 4 2

King’s Moor/Long Load 2 3 2

Other records of two and over

Three, Durleigh Reservoir, January Ist; three, Sutton Bingham Reservoir, on October 23rd, and two on
November 25th; two, Shapwick Heath, February 9th; two, Wimbleball Lake, on 22nd; six, Helwell Bay, March
7th; six, R. Parrett (Muchelney), on 10th; three, Kilve Beach, on 18th, and two on May 31st; nine, Cheddar
Reservoir, April 9th, and four on August 31st; ten, Muchelney Level, April 12th; two, Midelney, May 9th; two,
Meare Heath, on 10th; two, Hawkridge Reservoir, June 13th.

MANDARIN DUCK Aix galericulata

Scarce feral resident or escapee.

Breeding season
Two families, Sutton Bingham Reservoir; and one each at Orchardleigh Lake and Chard Reservoir.

Mandarin Duck — main counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

Orchardleigh Lake 27 59 6 10 5 9 17 7 1

Nine Springs 5 6 29 1 25
Sutton Bingham Reservoir 6 8 7 3 4 2

Chard Reservoir 2 2 3 1

Hawkridge Reservoir 21 1 27 1 12 17

All other counts

A pair, Cheddar Reservoir, up to May 25th, after that just the male present until the end of the year; one,
Wimbleball Lake, February 7th; singles, Mells Park, February 21st, April 18th and May 18th; one, Friggle
Street, March 28th; seven, Litton Reservoirs, November 13th.

GARGANIEY Spatula querquedula

Scarce and very local migrant breeder; uncommon passage migrant, chiefly in spring.
Arrival and spring passage

The first was a male, Durleigh Reservoir, March 13th. The next was another male at Ham Wall, on 20th,
followed by a pair at Westhay Moor on 27th; a male was on the flood at Athelney, on 30th. A male was at Steart
Marshes on the 30th and a pair there from April 5th to 7th. The first record from Meare Heath was on April 4th;
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counts here peaked with three males and two females on 20th. At Greylake Reserve a male on 9th followed by
two males and a female on 13th and 14th. Only one record from Catcott Lows, a male on May 6th. All other May
and June records were treated as breeding birds.
Breeding season

AMBBS estimated there were eight pairs; this may have been a slight underestimate. This was an increase
of a pair on the 2002 figure. Subsequently breeding was confirmed when two families were seen at Ham Wall. At
least one pair, Greylake Reserve; likely to have been more than this but for the first time since 2013 no broods
seen.
July to autumn

Only one record in July of a female or eclipse male, Meare Heath, on 4th/5th. There were no August records.

SHOVELER Spatula clypeata

Scarce breeder; locally fairly common winter visitor and passage migrant.

Breeding season
AMBBS estimated there were only two pairs, which is a huge decline from the 20 pairs in 2002, but other
observers reported nine. Five pairs, Greylake Reserve, where two families seen in June.

Shoveler — main counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

Orchardleigh Lake 6 1 3 6 1
Cheddar Reservoir 13 2 16 1 2 8 31 5
Parrett Estuary

incl. Steart Marshes 139 158 189 43 2 2 25 54 85 141
Tealham Moor 26 36 8 2
Westhay Moor 32 31 15 40 83 65
Long Drove 8 6 7
Ham Wall/Walton Heath 295 283 295 47 2 3 4 3 10 14 41 365
Shapwick/Meare Heaths 49 27 32 22 8 20 10 6 24 112 63
Westhay Heath 2 10 1
Catcott Lows/Heath 82 100 56 3 10 20
Walton Moor 12 5 3
Greylake Reserve 228 200 145 20 12 8 16 75
Southlake Moor 220 20
King’s Sedge Moor 2 13
Curry Moor/Athelney 20 75 150 6 3
West Sedge Moor 170 100 36 30 43
Chard Reservoir 16 11 6 1 4 2
Dunster Beach/

Minehead Marshes 1 5 3

All other counts

One, West Moor (Hambridge), January 20th; 40, Wet Moor, February 17th; two, Butleigh Moor, on 19th;
two, Witcombe Bottom, on 17th, and 15 on March 19th; three, Witham Hall, on February 18th; two, Porlock
Marsh, March 2nd; two, Sutton Bingham Reservoir, on 3rd and December 21st; one in flight, Minehead, March
3rd; one flying west, Hurlstone Point, November 5th; two, Torr Works Reservoir, on 11th, and four on December
8th.

GADWALL Mareca strepera

Locally fairly common breeder, autumn and winter visitor, and passage migrant.
Breeding season

AMBBS recorded 103 pairs in the breeding season, a decrease from 148 pairs in 2002. Of these 45 pairs
were on Ham Wall and 36 on Shapwick Heath. Other breeding records: ten pairs, Greylake Reserve — of these
two possibly three families seen; 17 pairs, West Sedge Moor, but only one family seen; one family, Wet Moor.

30



Systematic List

Gadwall, Ham Wall (Mike Roberts)

Gadwall — main counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr  May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Cheddar Reservoir 6 1 2 6 28
Steart Marshes 18 91 71 42 9 2 5 2 14 3 14 63
Westhay Moor 114 91 34 37 4 37 76 172 255
Long Drove/Sharpham 15 12 6 8

Ham Wall/Walton Heath 420 218 119 18 73 21 100 92 170 117 291 410
Shapwick/Meare Heaths 205 33 4 28 2 115 615 104 166 235 286 190
Westhay Heath 12 10 1 2 75 3
Catcott Lows/Heath 30 8

Greylake Reserve 26 19 2 25 6 6 15
West Sedge Moor 40 2 6 12
Chard Reservoir 6 8 4 1 4 3 4

Although there have been larger combined counts for the whole of the Avalon Marshes the 530 on Noah’s
Lake and 85 on nearby Meare Heath on July 31st was exceptional (DJC).

Other records of five or more:
First winter period

Six, Witcombe Bottom, January 22nd, and five on March 19th; 11, Curry Moor, March 7th, and 25 on 23rd.
Autumn and second winter period

Ten, Cheddar Reservoir, September 30th; eight, Stert Point, October 8th; five, Orchardleigh Lake, on 9th;
six, Sutton Bingham Reservoir, December 21st; five, Kennard Moor, on 26th; nine, Wells Palace Moat, on 31st.
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WIGEON Mareca penelope

Common (or locally abundant) winter visitor and passage migrant. Breeding unconfirmed.

Breeding season
No indication that breeding took place in 2018.

Wigeon — main counts

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

Cheddar Reservoir 60 28 62 311 6
Bridgwater Bay

incl. Steart Marshes 354 618 600 17 2 1 1 33 129 668 638
Westhay Moor 60 52 42 4 35
Ham Wall/Walton Heath 288 257 562 50 50 34 152
Shapwick/Meare Heaths 5126 4000 1500 270 1 2 1 70 700 450 4158
Westhay Heath 26 9 30 55 14
Catcott Lows 800 1300 900 128 100 150
Greylake Reserve excl.

Moorlinch Moor/Sutton Hams 1000 856 1395 300 1 80 1535
Southlake Moor 650 100
Curry Moor/Athelney 500 700 1060 75
Aller Moor 6 76 1
West Sedge Moor 4120 3365 1603 1520 2832
Wet Moor 250 805 300
Sutton Bingham Reservoir 82 75 93 4 46 116 125
Chard Reservoir 3 14 3 18
Helwell Bay 58 36 77 12 94 30 1
Blue Anchor/Dunster Beach 431 400 350 52 20 32 320 400

The first time that more were wintering on the Avalon Marshes than West Sedge Moor. Numbers in the first
winter period were massively down on 2018 — the combined total for January was 13,808 whereas in the
previous year it was 23,385.

All other counts of 20 or over:
Twenty-two, Gold Corner, January 2nd; 65, Hay Moor (Muchelney), December 10th.

American Wigeon, Minehead Marshes (Chris Gladman)
















Yellow Wagtail and (inset) ‘Channel Wagtail’, Pawlett Hams (James Packer)

Breeding season

Pairs or other breeding evidence.
Levels north and south of Poldens

A female seen to carry nest material, Tealham Moor; nine pairs, Greylake Reserve (a significant reduction
from the 38 pairs at this site in 2017); two pairs bred with at least one pair successful in fledging young, Curry
Moor; 22 pairs, West Sedge Moor, in a productive season contrasting to Greylake (DJC); pair fledged young,
Wet Moor; and a pair present on West Moor.
Coast of Bridgwater Bay

Three pairs, Pawlett Hams; and four males holding territories Steart Marshes, where four juveniles seen.

Autumn passage

A good return passage from July to September of up to 200 birds from 14 sites, the largest count being
around 30 on Tealham Moor. Away from traditional sites, odd birds noted over Noah’s Lake, at Lyde Road in
Yeovil, over Horton Cross, and at Lydeard Hill. Last: Axe Estuary, September 29th.

GREY WAGTAIL Motacilla cinerea

Fairly common resident or migrant breeder, winter visitor and passage migrant.

First winter period
A total of 85 birds from 43 sites; usually found in ones or twos per site, but three each were at Pen Mill in
Yeovil and Tonedale in Wellington.

Breeding season
Pairs holding suitable territory (singly unless noted) or other indications of breeding.
East
Adults feeding young, Nettlebridge.
Central and South Somerset
At least two young fledged by a pair, Sutton Bingham Reservoir.
Quantocks
Hodder’s Combe and Holford Combe; nested in hole in mill pond wall, Bicknoller.
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Grey Wagtail, Outwood (Bob Jervis)

South-west

Two pairs bred, Creech St Michael and two at West Monkton.
Brendons, Exmoor & West Somerset

Williton; two pairs bred on Washford River, between Watchet and Washford, and in Nutcombe Bottom, and
one in Long Combe, Croydon Hill. EMP recorded its lowest total since 2013, of 32 individuals (17 males) in both
counties; the Somerset records here listed are of individuals, not pairs: three, Lower Weir Water; two from Cloud to
Hoccombe Combe Foot; single birds in Upper Lanacombe and from Warren to Orchard Bottom; two, Upper
Hoaroak Water; five, Pinkworthy Pond to Acklands Bridge; two, Acklands Bridge to Squallacombe Foot; two,
Squallacombe Foot to Cornham Brake; and four, Simonsbath to Pickedstones Bridge. Outside EMP, bred or present
at Bratton, Cloutsham, Chetsford Water and Culbone, and on the Barle at Withypool, Great Bradley and Brushford.

Autumn passage
The following records provide some evidence of passage: six records from Hurlstone Point from September
4th—October 3rd; four, Stolford, September 9th; and five seen on Brean Down, September 25th.

Second winter period
A total of 86 birds were recorded at 42 sites almost exactly mirroring the first winter period statistics
showing how site faithful and sedentary this species usually is.

PIED WAGTAIL Motacilla alba yarrellii

Common resident or migrant breeder, winter visitor and passage migrant.
First winter period and early spring

All double-figure gatherings listed: 20 at both Bishops Lydeard and the Parrett Estuary, January 4th and 9th
respectively; 25, Dunster Beach, January 20th falling to 13 there by 25th; 13 rising to 56, Minehead Marshes,
January 25th to March 31st; 100 feeding on sewage filter beds at Tonedale, March 3rd; 35, Cheddar Reservoir,
March 19th; and ten, Dunster Hawn, March 21st.

Breeding season
All records submitted are listed:
East
Three young in a nest, Coleford.
Coast of Bridgwater Bay
A family party seen with young at Berrow.
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Levels and Central Somerset

An adult carrying food, Catcott; and two adults with a juvenile, Butleigh.
South and South-west

Bred successfully at County Cricket Ground, Taunton; and adults feeding young, Greenham and Wellington.
Exmoor and West

Bred at Exton, with two broods, and in Chalk Water, on Porlock Hill and at Simonsbath. In general, some
increase on Exmoor, perhaps sometimes replacing the traditional Grey Wagtail.

Autumn passage and second winter period

Passage was limited to a few at coastal sites: 14, Steart Marshes, September 9th; 12, Huntspill Sea Wall, on
18th; 40, Porlock Marsh, on 29th; and 14, Kilve, October 7th. Apart from these, the highest count was of 40,
Butleigh on November 11th.

White Wagtail M. a. alba

Fairly common passage migrant. May have bred.
Spring passage

An increase over last year, with records from six sites, of some 61 birds although some of these could have
been duplicate records as birds stayed faithful to sites for several days during spring. The largest count was 12 to
16 at Steart Marshes, April 30th-May 4th.

Autumn passage
A complete contrast to spring, with only one record at Cheddar Reservoir on September 3rd.

RICHARD'’S PIPIT Anthus richardi

Rare passage migrant, chiefly in autumn; very rare winter visitor.
Two records, probably of the same bird: Wall Common, November 11th (RLM), and again on 15th (JMH).

MEADOW PIPIT Anthus pratensis

Locally common resident or migrant breeder, winter visitor and passage migrant.

First winter period and spring passage

The very large winter flocks of several years ago no longer seem to occur, and all double-figure flocks seen
are listed: between 20 and 30, Parrett Estuary from January 9th-25th; 14, Ham Wall, on 28th; 20, Great Hill,
February 4th; ten, Catcott Lows, on 12th; 85 flew south, Burnham, March 2nd; 15, Cheddar Reservoir, on 4th;
20, Bossington Hill, on 13th; 12, Lydeard Hill, on 15th; 40 near Simonsbath, on 16th; 20, Sutton Bingham
Reservoir, on 18th; and 30, Stolford, on 24th.

Breeding season

Sites as follows, with numbers of singing males, or pairs if more than one.
Mendip

Thirty-six, Black Down.
Levels north of Poldens

Tealham Moor.
Coast of Bridgwater Bay

Six, Steart Marshes.
Blackdowns

Sampford Point.
Quantocks

Four, Lydeard Hill; 14, West Hill; Crowcombe Park; Woodlands Hill; four each, Hurley Beacon and
Halsway Combe; Halsway Hill; 15, Thorncombe Hill; four, Bicknoller Hill; nine, Weacombe Hill; Weacombe
Combe; five, Beacon Hill; two each, Round Hill and Herridge; and nine, Greenway Path. QMS recorded 182,
May 18th—June 18th, a broadly similar result to the 2016 Survey, which had 187; these surveys do not sex birds
or record if singing.
Brendons and Exmoor

Eight, Haddon Hill. The species probably breeds in significant numbers over Exmoor where there is plenty
of suitable habitat, but is under-recorded; the EMP does not record it.
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Autumn passage
Significant records: 80, Huntspill Sea Wall, September 27th; 100, Ansford, on 29th; 60, rising to 100, Wills
Neck, October 3rd—10th; and 70, Somerton Hill on 7th.

Second winter period
No three figure flocks recorded, the highest count being around 50, at Cheddar Reservoir on October 20th
and Dunster Beach on November 2nd.

TREE PIPIT Anthus trivialis

Uncommon migrant breeder; also passage migrant. Has decreased.
Arrivals and spring passage

The first record was three, Berrow LNR, April 7th. Thereafter, a further 38 arriving, or passing through, by
end of April.

Breeding season

Singing males, or other evidence of breeding such as food carrying, singles unless indicated:
East and Mendip

Stockhill and Priddy Mineries; and three, Black Down.
Blackdowns

Sampford Point.
Quantocks

Five, Broomfield Hill; three, Cothelstone Hill; Lydeard Hill; Middle Hill; Aisholt Common; Marrow Hill;
two, Dowsborough; three, Frog Combe; two, Holford Combe; three, Hare Knap; two, Stert Combe; Slaughterhouse
Combe; two, Staple Plantation; four, Stowborrow Hill; and Greenway Path. The QMS recorded 59 birds
compared with 39 in 2012.
Brendons and Exmoor

EMP recorded 27 birds over both Counties (19 males), of which 22 were in Somerset; two, Dunkery Hill
North; one each, Upper Lanacombe and Warren to Orchard Bottom; five, Squallacombe Foot to Cornham Brake;
four, Simonsbath to Pickedstones Bridge; one, Pickedstones Bridge to Sherdon Hutch; three, Sherdon Hutch to
Landacre Bridge; and six, Winsford Hill. Other records were: seven, Haddon Hill; three, Croydon Hill; one,
Greenaleigh Point; two, Horner Wood; and four in Chetsford Water area.

Autumn passage
No evidence of any autumn passage; the only record after mid July was one at Lydeard Hill on August 31st.

WATER PIPIT Anthus spinoletta

Uncommon winter visitor and passage migrant.
All records listed.

First winter period and spring passage
The worst figures for several years: one, Porlock Marsh, January18th; two, Stockland Marsh, February 2nd;
and one, Brue Estuary, March 25th.

Second winter period

A far better showing than earlier in the year: from one, Ham Wall, October 21st, increasing to ten by
November 25th, dropping to a last sighting of two on December 10th; one, Axe Estuary, October 25th; one,
Huntspill Sea Wall, November 11th; three at Catcott Lows on 13th and 25th, rising to six on December 7th; two,
Greylake Reserve on November 15th, dropping to one on 17th; and two, Stockland Marsh, December 27th.

ROCK PIPIT Anthus petrosus

Uncommon resident breeder, winter visitor and passage migrant.
First winter period

Twenty-four records from 11 coastal sites totalling some 61 birds, all of ones or twos apart from: up to nine,
Brue Estuary; up to six, Brean Down and Cove; and up to six, Helwell Bay, Watchet.
Breeding season

Only three records supporting breeding: at Hinkley Point, two males displaying on early date of February
18th; and a male in parachute song-flight, along with an adult feeding fledged juveniles, on June 15th; and a nest
containing four young at Hurlstone Point in June.
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Second winter period
Thirty-two records of 69 birds seen at 14 coastal and inland sites; the Axe Estuary held the highest number,
with up to ten.

CHAFFINCH Fringilla coelebs

Abundant resident breeder, winter visitor and passage migrant.

First winter period
Only two flocks of any significant size recorded: 500 at Crowcombe Heathfield, January 20th; and 120 at
Bathpool on 24th.

Breeding season
As in previous years, widely reported from across the County with numbers remaining stable.

Autumn passage

Only three records that could be considered as passage: 466 birds passed over West Myne in series of
morning watches from October 20th to November 13th, with a maximum of 305 birds east on October 29th,
when there were also 450 birds flying east at Wall Common; finally, 800 birds moved south at Berrow LNR on
November 12th.

Second winter period
Just two three-figure flocks recorded: 100, Crowcombe Park Gate, November 26th; and on Steart Marshes,
December 28th.

BRAMBLING fringilla montifringilla

Uncommon and erratic winter visitor and passage migrant.

First winter period and spring passage

A slightly better year than 2017, with eight double-figure counts. Ninety-seven records, including six double-
figure counts: 20, near Chard, January 1st; 20, Crowcombe Heathfield, on 20th; 14, Whitestaunton, February 1st;
ten, Withycombe, on 4th; 18, Butleigh, on 27th, and 24 there, March 1st; and 12, Blue Anchor, throughout March.
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Brambling, Bathpool (Chris Hooper)




Somerset Birds 2018

Second winter period
The first report was one at Wills Neck, October 10th: thereafter, returning in very small numbers until the
largest flock of up to 50 at Crowcombe Park Gate, November 25th/26th.

HAWFINCH Coccothraustes coccothraustes

Rare winter visitor and passage migrant. Has bred.

The 2017 winter invasion did not come to an abrupt end on December 31st of that year, and thus this account of
the birds in Somerset needs to be considered as a sequel to BJH’s paper in SB 2017. Many of the small flocks of
birds from 2017 remained across the County, often still in churchyards, but as food sources such as yew berries
began to be stripped from the trees, birds became harder to find and numbers dropped back slightly. As in 2017,
all records received are listed, generally in date order within districts.

First winter period
East and Mendip

Up to 20, Bruton, throughout January and February, decreasing to four by March, and with the last on 30th;
one, East Woodlands, January 5th; from three to 20, Shepton Mallet, from 11th to March 8th, and then single in
birds in April until the 15th; one, Frome, January 28th—April 3rd; one, Coleford, March 2nd; five, King’s Wood
Warren, on 10th; and one, Stock Hill, March 19th, followed by seven on 22nd; one, Dulcote, March 6th, and
four, Wells, on 17th.
Levels north of Poldens and Central Somerset

Between six and eight, Somerton, in January, decreasing to four in February, and last seen on 18th; up to 18
in Street, January 1st—February 8th, then decreasing until the last on April 4th; up to three at Butleigh, January
10th—March 4th; five, Walton, January 28th, followed by four on March 28th and April 4th; between two and
four, Baltonsborough, March 3rd to April 12th; and one, Queen’s Sedge Moor, March 8th.
Bridgwater area

Single birds, North Petherton, January 1st, and Bridgwater, on 19th and 31st.
South

Up to three, West Hatch, January 2nd—April 3rd; up to nine, Norton Sub Hamdon, January 8th to February
6th; one, Odcombe, January 10th; two, Donyatt, on 14th; one, Sutton Bingham Reservoir, from 14th to March
18th; up to four, Yeovil, from January 20th to March 18th, followed by 33 on March 19th, falling to the last one on
the 29th; two to five, Horton Cross, February 2nd—-March 9th, and then eight on the 20th; up to three, Langport,
March 3rd/4th; one, Crewkerne, and two at Hinton St George, March 3rd; and two, Whitestaunton, April 9th.

South-west

Usually up to four or five at Bathpool,
January 1st-April 4th, but exceptionally 17 on
January 31st; from five to 12, West Monkton,
January 1st-April 8th, but increasing to 20 to 35
from March 8th to 11th, and with the last on
April 8th; one found predated by Peregrine,
Taunton, January 1st; up to three, Bishops Lydeard,
January 7th—March 18th; from 13 to 26, Taunton,
March 12th—18th, then one on April 14th/15th;
and five, Thurlbear Wood, March 3rd.
Quantocks

Three, Aisholt, January 1st, and two on 7th;
three, Broomfield, January 1st; one, West Bag-
borough, on 26th; and four, Bicknoller, in January
and February.

Hawfinch,
West Monkton (Brian Hill)

128



Systematic List

Single birds at Stogumber, March 2nd and 8th, at Hurlstone Point on the 13th, and at North Hill on the 20th;
and two, Room Hill, on 22nd.

Second winter period
What a difference an invasion makes! Only one record: two, presumably passing through, West Monkton,
October 18th.

BULLFINCH Pyrrhula pyrrhula

Fairly common resident breeder and occasional passage migrant.
First winter period

Widely reported from some 93 sites, singly or in pairs, but some small flocks recorded. Flocks of six or
more: six, West Monkton, January 1st and 26th; six, Yeovil, on 21st; nine, Bathpool, on 30th; eight, Brompton
Ralph, February 10th; 18, Mells Down, on 22nd.

Breedings season
Very few breeding records submitted, all are listed:
East
Fledged young seen at Mells Down.
Levels north of Poldens
Two family parties seen at Ham Wall.
South and South-west
Bred at Sutton Bingham Reservoir; one or two pairs bred at Tatworth.

Second winter period
All reports of six or more: six, Broomfield Hill, October 6th; six, Cothelstone Hill, on 11th then seven on 18th
and December 5th; seven, Cary Moor, October 14th; 13, Newbury, on 17th; and six, Muchelney, November 22nd.

GREENFINCH Chloris chloris

Common, but recently decreased, resident breeder, winter visitor and passage migrant.

First winter period

All double-figure records listed: about 20 rising to 50, Bathpool, by January 3 Ist; other January flocks of 12
to 24 at Street, Sutton Bingham Reservoir, Butleigh, Somerton, West Monkton, Taunton, Broomfield, Bicknoller
and Minehead; ten at Berrow, February 24th; and 90 in Sandhurst Road, Yeovil, March 26th. These seem to
indicate some local recovery.

Breeding season

Very few records of this once common breeder. All records of single singing or displaying males, unless
otherwise noted.
Coast of Bridgwater Bay

Single pairs with young, Berrow and Highbridge.
Central Somerset

Two juveniles seen, Butleigh.
South, South-west and Quantocks

Pair probably bred, Sutton Bingham Reservoir; 18 males holding territories in Crewkerne parish; pair bred,
Tatworth, and two pairs at Creech St Michael; and family party, Lydeard Hill.
Second winter period

All double-figure records listed: 12, Chipstable, October 1st; ten, Butleigh, on 19th; up to 13, Lyngford Rd,
Taunton, November to December; 50, Dunster Beach, November 2nd; 12, Brue Estuary, on 30th; 11, Tealham
Moor, December 22nd; and ten, Sutton Bingham Reservoir, on 31st.

LINNET Linaria cannabina

Fairly common resident and migrant breeder, winter visitor and passage migrant. Has decreased.
First winter period

Widely reported. Counts of at least 100: 150, Crewkerne, January 1st-February 1st; 100, Porlock Marsh,
January 2nd, rising to 150 by February; 100, Bishops Lydeard, January 4th, and at Stathe on 7th; 125, Huntspill
Sluice, on 8th; and 100, West Monkton, March 23rd.
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Breeding season

Single pairs, unless otherwise stated.
Coast of Bridgwater Bay

Berrow; 14 males holding territories, Steart Marshes; and nine, Catsford Common/Wall Common.
Levels north and south of Poldens

Four singing males, Ham Wall; Moorland; nine, West Sedge Moor; Wet Moor and Muchelney Ham.
Blackdowns

Three singing males, Trickey Warren.
South and South-west

Young birds present, Sutton Bingham Reservoir; three singing males, Merriott; one carrying food into nest
site, Crewkerne; seven, Cricket St Thomas; and Sampford Point.
Quantocks

Four, Broomfield Hill; nine, Cothelstone Hill; 11, West Hill; two, Dowsborough; four, Hurley Beacon; five,
Halsway Combe; two, Knacker’s Hole; five, Thorncombe Hill; three, Bicknoller Hill; two, Bicknoller Combe;
ten, Weacombe Hill; two, Weacombe Combe; Stowborrow Hill; Round Hill; and six, Greenway Path. QMS
recorded 168 birds, compared with 197 in 2012.
Brendons and Exmoor

Upton and Haddon Hill. EMP recorded the following birds, not pairs: two each, Upper Weir Water and
Upper Chalk Water; six, Long Combe/Pinfords; two, Tom’s Hill/Larkbarrow; Lanacombe; three, Portford Bridge
to Tudball’s Splatts; two, Knighton Combe; eight, Winsford Hill; five, Acklands Bridge to Cornham Brake; and
two, Ley Hill.

Autumn passage and second winter period
Flocks of 100 or more: 100, Catsford Common, October 18th, and Steart Marshes, November 2nd; and 200,
Trickey Warren, December 4th.

COMMON REDPOLL Acanthis flammea

Very rare visitor.

One, adult male, Ham Wall, present on both April 28th and 29th showed well, but was thought by some to be ill
(JLT et al.); this is the eleventh County record.

LESSER REDPOLL Acanthis cabaret

Uncommon resident breeder and passage migrant; fairly common winter visitor.

First winter period

If we limited listing only those records that met the criteria set last year, that of flocks of ten or more, there
would be only one record for this period! A poor season for this species, thus all flocks of five or more birds are
listed: five, Ham Wall, on January 19th and March 20th; five, Westbury-sub-Mendip, January 28th; five,
Shapwick Heath, January 29th, seven on March 12th, then 15 on 26th; between six and eight, Westhay Moor,
March 15th; and seven, Tatworth, March 16th.

Up to 30, Shapwick Heath, April 14th—16th.

Breeding season
Singing males, singly unless stated.
Mendip
Two, Black Down.
Quantocks
Woodlands Hill. QMS recorded only one bird, compared with 25 in 2012.
Brendons and Exmoor
Haddon Hill. EMP recorded the following birds: two each, Dunkery North and Lower Weir Water; Old
Barrow Plantation; Knighton Combe; nine, Winsford Hill; and four, The Allotment.

Second winter period
Flocks: 15-20, Westcott Brake, October 17th; 30, Wills Neck, on 25th, then 100 there on November 2nd,
falling to 57 on December 22nd; and 60, Ham Wall, November 20th.
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CROSSBILL Loxia curvirostra

Locally common visitor following irruptions; formerly intermittent breeder, but now probably regular.

First winter period into spring (usual breeding period)/summer

All records of five birds or more listed, together with potential breeding records and/or singing males.
East and Mendip

Eight, King’s Wood Warren, January 28th; five, Cockroad Wood, March 3rd; five, Witham Park, March 13th;
six, Black Down, June 9th; 12, including three juveniles eating rowan berries, Rowberrow Warren, August 3rd.
Levels

Six flew over Canada Farm Lake, July 24th.
Blackdowns

Six, Staple Hill, April 22nd, five on July 15th.
Brendons and Exmoor

A male singing, Haddon Hill, January 14th, where six birds on April 8th, and five on May 5th; six, Croydon
Hill, March 13th; between ten to 20, Westcott Brake, June 17th.

Autumn

Flocks of 15 or more: at least 50, Croydon Hill, September 16th, though only 20 on October 21st; 27,
Rowberrow Warren, October 1st, and 15 on November 1st; 15 to 40, Stock Hill, November 5th—8th, then 30 on
December 11th and 18 on 31st; and 40, Wootton Common, on 29th.

GOLDFINCH Carduelis carduelis

Common resident and migrant breeder, and passage migrant; probably winter visitor. Has
increased.
First winter period

Reported widely, but in smaller numbers than previous years, the largest flocks being: 60, on Dunster
Beach, January 12th; and 50, Bratton, on 29th.

Breeding season
From the very limited evidence submitted, breeding status would appear to remain unchanged across the
County.

Late summer and second winter period

All flocks of 50 or more: 60, Frome, August 20th then 70, November 26th; 70, Steart Marshes, August 21st;
100, Bishops Lydeard, on 27th; 60, Tealham Moor, September 8th; 70, Trickey Warren, on 16th; 100, Huntspill
Sea Wall, on 19th; 83, Wills Neck, on 27th, then 71, 55 and 54 respectively on October 8th, 10th and 18th; 50,
Dunster Beach, October 5th, rising to 250, on 19th, before falling to 120, November 2nd ; 120, Aisholt Common,
October 8th; 80, Wimbleball Lake on 15th, 50 on November 15th and 80 December 10th; and 80, Woodcoombe,
Minehead, December 29th.

SISKIN Spinus spinus

Uncommon, but increasing, resident or migrant breeder; locally common winter visitor and
passage migrant.
First winter period

All counts of 20 or more: 20 to 40, Bratton, January 8th—31st; 20, Otterhead Lakes, on 12th; 20, Rodden
NR, Frome, February 11th; 22, Porlock, March 4th; and 35, Broomfield, on the 11th.

Breeding season
Mendips

A singing male in suitable habitat, Stockhill, March 28th.
South and South-west

Displaying birds noted at Chaffcombe, April 7th; one or two pairs bred, Tatworth in May; juveniles seen,
Kingston St Mary in May.
Blackdowns

At least two singing males, Britty Common, May 5th; and two displaying males, Sampford Point, May 20th.
Quantocks

Juveniles seen in Holford, June 2nd.
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Autumn passage

There were probably four records that could be construed as passage movements along the coast: two,
Dunster Beach, September 23rd; five, Berrow LNR, on 30th; a very large count of 100, Berrow, October 4th
(AMS); and five flew south at Berrow, on 18th.

Second winter period
All double-figure flocks: 20, Chetsford Water, October 14th; 23, Culmhead, on 23rd; 15, Black Down,
November 2nd; 25, Bishops Lydeard, on 3rd; ten, Ham Wall, December 19th; and 20, Bratton, December 26th.

YELLOWHAMMER Emberiza citrinella

Locally common resident breeder, and perhaps occasional passage migrant. Generally decreasing.
First winter period

All double-figure counts: between ten and 45, Bathpool, throughout January/February; 60 in arable fields,
Fivehead, on January 8th; 14, Charlton, February 8th; and an average of 60, Knighton, January to March with a
peak count of 142 on March Ist.

Breeding season

Singing males in suitable habitat, singly unless otherwise stated.
East

Charlton; three, Kilmersdon; four, Stratton-on-the-Fosse; Holcombe; three, Stoke St Michael; three,
Doulting; four, Cranmore; and recorded as having a good breeding season on Mells Down with 20+ males still
singing on July 13th.
Coast of Bridgwater Bay

About ten pairs bred, Knighton.
Central and South Somerset

Six pairs bred successfully, Merriott; Broadway; Churchstanton; two, West Moor, Hambridge; Staple
Fitzpaine; two, Fivehead; Chillington; and ten, Dinnington and surrounds.
Blackdowns and South-west

Five, Sampford Point.
Quantocks

Six, Broomfield Hill; five, Cothelstone Hill; four and three juveniles also seen, Lydeard Hill; Marrow Hill;
Great Hill; Knacker’s Hole; Woodlands Hill; Frog Combe; Hurley Beacon; five, Halsway Combe; Halsway Hill;
Long Combe; five, Bicknoller Hill; six, Bicknoller Combe; Bicknoller Combe to Weacombe; two, Weacombe Hill;
four, Weacombe Combe; Staple Plantation; two, Vinny Combe; Stowborrow Hill; nine, West Hill; Smith’s Combe;
Round Hill; Herridge Combe; and five, Greenway Path. QMS recorded 103 birds compared with 177 in 2012.

Second winter period
Far fewer birds recorded, with the only double-figure counts being: 11, near Chewton Mendip, December
26th; and an average of 60, Knighton, October to December.

REED BUNTING Emberiza schoeniclus

Locally common resident breeder and vertical migrant; also winter visitor and passage migrant.

First winter period

Reports received for 414 birds from 42 sites, with the following double-figure counts: 80, in arable fields at
Fivehead, January 8th—-March; 30 in a mixed finch flock, Bathpool; January 24th; 70, Cary Moor, on 28th; 13,
Sutton Moor, February 19th; 13, Walton Moor, on 20th; and 11, Curry Moor, March 13th.

Breeding season

Single, singing males, in suitable habitat, unless stated otherwise:
East and Mendip

Four pairs bred, Black Down.
Coast of Bridgwater Bay

Burnham; 24 males holding territories, Steart Marshes; and seven, Wall Common including Catsford
Common.
Levels north of Poldens

Queen’s Sedge Moor; 34 pairs, Westhay Moor; 53 pairs, Ham Wall; 62 pairs, Shapwick Heath; 12 pairs,
Westhay Heath; five pairs, Shapwick Moor; and 17 pairs, Catcott.
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Reed Bunting, Greylake Reserve (Chris Hooper)

Levels south of Poldens

Seventeen pairs, Greylake; five, North Moor, Moorland; five, Curry Moor; and 136 pairs, West Sedge Moor.
South and South-west

At least two pairs bred, Creech St Michael; and a pair bred, Silk Mills LNR, Taunton.
Brendons and Exmoor

Haddon Hill and Wimbleball Lake. EMP recorded males as follows: four, Long Combe/Pinfords; one,
Prayway Head to Exe Head Bridge; two, Blackpitts Mires; three each, Pinkworthy Pond to Acklands Bridge and
Acklands Bridge to Squallacombe Foot; one, Simonsbath to Pickedstones Bridge; two, Pickedstones Bridge to
Sherdon Hutch; eight, Sherdon Hutch to Hillway; one, Portford Bridge to Tudball’s Splatts; one, Knighton
Combe; and eight, Winsford Hill.

Second winter period
Far fewer records with much smaller flocks: 15, Cary Moor, October 18th with 13 there on December 21st;
ten, Bishops Lydeard, November 2nd; ten, Steart Marshes, on 5th; 12, Butleigh Moor, December 10th.

LAPLAND BUNTING Calcarius lapponicus

Rare winter visitor and passage migrant.

Four records submitted; two, Axe Estuary, September Ist (JIP); two, Stolford, November 1st (NG); one, Wall
Common, on 11th (RLM); and one flew south at Burnham, on 15th (AMS).

SNOW BUNTING Plectrophenax nivalis

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant.

Only two records of single birds: one flying over Hurlstone Point and calling, February 17th (BDG); and one at
Wall Common, November 11th (DD, JJP).
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EXOTICA AND ESCAPES

11 observations of escaped and feral species help to monitor possible colonisations, which in the future may
become established. So all records are required.

BLACK SWAN Cygnus atratus

Singles, Southlake Moor and Muchelney Level, January 7th; two, Queen’s Sedge Moor, from 18th to March
24th; two, Long Drove, March 19th.

TRUMPETER SWAN Cygnus buccinator

Once again one present all year in Butleigh Moor area. First reported 2005.

BAR-HEADED GOOSE Anser indicus
Three single birds: Pawlett Hams, April 17th; Dunster Hawn, May 2nd; and Steart Marshes on 12th.

BLUE-WINGED GOOSE Cyanochen cyanoptera
One, Nine Springs, Yeovil, throughout the year.

MUSCOVY DUCK Cairina moschata

One, Durleigh Reservoir from 2017 was last seen on July 13th; five, Sutton Bingham Reservoir, February 17th;
five along the Mineral Line between Watchet and Washford, August 5th.

CHILOE WIGEON Mareca sibilatrix

Single birds: Catcott Lows, January 29th—February 12th; Shapwick Heath, January 28th, April 28th, and August
8th.

HOODED MERGANSER Lophodytes cucullatus

A female, Hawkridge Reservoir, November 12th. On January 1st what appeared to be a Goldeneye X Hooded
Merganser hybrid was again present.

EASTERN ROSELLA Platycercus eximius
In Axbridge, a grey morph present all year.
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RINGING REPORT 2018

he SOS received records from 19 BTO licensed bird ringers who reported ringing 5,054 birds of 68 species

in Somerset in 2018. Of these 35% were ringed as chicks in the nest, compared with about 20% in Britain
and Ireland as a whole, giving the chance to build up full life histories for some of these individuals. A full list
of birds ringed in all counties and selected recoveries can be found on the British Trust for Ornithology’s website
at www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/ringing/publications/online-ringing-reports.

The main highlight of the Somerset ringing year was the ringing of the first Peregrine chick at St Mary
Magdalene Church in Taunton (LS) as part of the Taunton Peregrine Project. Other highlights included a Black
Redstart at Five Bells and a Grey Heron at Withiel Florey.

Targeted ringing effort as part of ringing projects (see below) continued to find good numbers of some of the
less common and specialist species found in the County, such as Pied Flycatchers and Whinchats. However,
general ringing continues to show a decline in many of our once common species. Although not directly
comparable, because sites and ringing effort have changed over the years, since 2008 the number of Starlings
ringed in the County has dropped from 262 in 2008 to 19 in 2018, Blackbirds from 240 to 154 and Chiffchafts
from 141 to 37.

If you spot a ringed bird please report it to the BTO at www.ring.ac. You need to include the ring number or
colour ring sequence, the type of bird, if you know it, where and when it was found and what happened to the
bird e.g. killed by cat, hit window, etc. Also include your name and contact details so that you can be sent details
of the bird’s life history.

Our thanks, as always, go to the landowners, who have allowed bird ringing to take place on their land, all
those who have taken the trouble to report a ringed bird, the nest recorders, bird ringers and their helpers.

RINGING PROJECTS

There now currently seven Retrapping Adults for Survival (RAS) Projects in the County, as the Pied Flycatcher
Study became one in 2018. The Wood Warbler Project based in Horner Woods was less successful in 2018 than
in 2017 with only 6 chicks and 1 adult ringed (WJW). The other 5 RAS studies are run in Bratton (DCW),
looking at House Sparrow, Robin, Blackbird, Dunnock and Siskin. The Robins and Dunnocks are colour-ringed.
Blackbirds remain scarce in the breeding season. Dunnock numbers have stabilised at a lower level than in the
initial years of the study (2008-2015), after suffering from Avian Pox with many individuals now recovering
from infections which previously proved fatal to most. Robins and Siskins both had an average year in 2018 but
House Sparrows had an amazing year in Bratton with a total of 221 new birds, nearly all chicks and juveniles,
ringed over the course of the year. The BTO combines these data with those from other RAS studies to produce
national trends for these species.

The Hawk and Owl Trust’s Kestrel Highways Project (CM and CP) and Community Barn Owl Project
(CPS) reported a poor year for Kestrels in Somerset and a reasonable year for Barn Owls.

The South West Pied Flycatcher Network continued to flourish with the Somerset based contributing studies
taking place in woodlands on The Quantocks (AHa, RCD, RS and DCW) and Exmoor (AHa, RGM, EPS and
DCW). A total of 555 pulli and 65 adults were ringed in 2018. See www.PiedFly.Net for more information and
details of papers published by Malcolm Burgess at Exeter University who coordinates the study group.

A project looking at Nightingales at Merryfield (RCD) estimated the population at 12 pairs on adjacent
sites, of which 5 adults and 3 juveniles were ringed.

As might be expected, following the severe weather at the start of 2018, the Dartford Warbler population on
the Bossington Hill to North Hill Ridge collapsed to only a few pairs. Only one juvenile was colour ringed in
2018.

One wild bred Crane and four Great White Egret chicks were ringed on the Somerset Levels (AJM). Two of
the Great White Egrets were colour ringed and like those ringed in previous years are already producing
interesting resightings.

Somerset ringers continued to participate in the BTO’s Wintering Blackcap Study which to determine
whether the Blackcaps wintering in the UK are year-round residents or whether they migrate from continental
Europe for the winter, as well as looking at whether there is a genetic basis for the choice of migration route.
Please look out for and report any colour-ringed Blackcaps (or other colour-ringed birds).
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A major project colour-ringing Whinchats continued on Exmoor in Somerset and just across the Devon
Border (MDB and ML). A total of 220 nestlings and 10 adults were ringed in Somerset, and good numbers of the
adults fitted with data loggers in 2017 returned. The analysis of these data is currently ongoing to help determine

where these birds overwinter.

Somerset ringers have also joined a new nationwide BTO study looking at patterns of moult and survival
amongst juvenile Blue Tits, testing the theory that birds which are fitter as juveniles will both complete a more

extensive moult and have increased winter survival.
The other ringers who provided totals for the report were ED, AJ, KM, AJP and TCW.

RECOVERIES, CONTROLS AND SIGHTINGS

Age codes

1 Pullus — a bird ringed in nest

1J A fledgling flying so weakly that it cannot have flown far from the nest
2 Fully grown; year of hatching unknown

3 Definitely hatched during calendar year

3] Definitely hatched during current calendar year, still in juvenile plumage
4 Definitely hatched before the current calendar year

5 Hatched during the previous calendar year

6 Hatched before last calendar year

Conditions of recovery
X Found dead

XF Found freshly dead or dying

XL Found long dead

R Caught and released by ringer

Thus a bird described as a 6M in 2018 is a male which hatched in 2017 or earlier.

Ring no. Age/sex Date ringed Place ringed Distance/Direction Time interval
Code Daterecovered  Place recovered
Mute Swan
ZY7320 2 13-06-2015 Abbotsbury Swannery, Dorset
RR 30-09-2018 Ham Weir, River Tone 75 km SE 89 days
RR 24-10-2018 Ham Weir, River Tone 75 km SE 133 days
ZY9038 6M 25-07-2015 Abbotbury Swannery, Dorset
RR 21-04-2018 Steart Marshes
Canada Goose
5260013 3 06-08-2016 Dunster Beach
XF 01-09-2018 Pawlett 30kmE 756 days
Shot

Great White Egret — for 2016 and 2017 sightings please see SB 2016 and SB 2017.

AAC IM 25-05-2016
RR 04-05-2018
RR 25-05-2018
RR 14-11-2018

AAF IM 27-06-2016
RR 01-02-2018
RR 20-03-2018
RR 02-07-2018
RR 23-09-2018

Ham Wall
Ham Wall
Meare Heath
Ham Wall

Ham Wall

Catcott Lows

Ham Wall

Noah’s Lake

Chew Valley Lake, Avon
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Ring no. Age/sex Date ringed Place ringed Distance/Direction Time interval
Code Date recovered Place recovered

Great White Egret cont'd
AAF RR 16-11-2018 Chew Valley Lake, Avon

AAH IF 18-05-2017 Ham Wall
RR 02-10-2018 Dungeness Bird Observatory, Kent

AAL 1 02-05-2018 Ham Wall
RR 18-07-2018 Slimbridge, Gloucestershire
RR 15-09-2018 Saul Warth, Frampton, Gloucestershire
RR 23-09-2018 Brandon Marsh, Coventry, Warwickshire

AAM 1 02-05-2018 Ham Wall
RR 01-08-2018 Titchfield Haven, Hampshire

Curlew

GRY-RGR 1 06-07-2017 Dellstedt, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany
RR 21-03-2018 Dunster Beach
RR 23-03-2018 Dunster Beach

Mediterranean Gull
3YHJ 2 29-05-2011 Antwerp, Belgium
R 14-05-2017 Antwerp, Belgium
RR 14-11-2017 Boured, La Roche-Derrien, Cote d’Armor, France
RR 13-12-2017 Playa San Lorenzo, Gijon, Asturias, Spain
RR 01-05-2018 Brakke Kreek, Doelpolder Noord, Beveren, Oost-Vlaanderen, Belgium
RR 20-06-2018 Brakke Kreek, Doelpolder Noord, Beveren, Oost-Vlaanderen, Belgium
RR 02-10-2018 Blue Anchor Beach

PNJ2 1 31-05-2016 Piecki:staw Dolny, Warminsko-Mazurkie, Poland
RR 06-04-2017 Cayeux-sur-Mer, Somme, France 1414 km W 310 days
RR 02-04-2018 Slimbridge, Gloucestershire 1605 km W 671 days
RR 05-04-2018 Slimbridge, Gloucestershire 1605 km W 674 days
RR 02-10-2018 Blue Anchor Beach 1690 km W 854 days
Woodpigeon
FH32057 1 29-09-2018 Porlock
XF 27-10-2018 Porlock 0 km 28 days
Found dead
Great Tit
NY26265 SM 18-02-2017 Holywell Lake
XF 14-12-2018 Holywell Lake 0 km 664 days
Found dead
TS49243 1 02-06-2016 Monkham Hill
R, 4M 16-12-2018 Mullock, near Marloes, Pembrokeshire 137 km WNW 927 days
Blackcap
S934473 3J 19-08-2017 Swindon Sewage Treatment Works, Swindon
R,4M  09-04-2018 Five Bells, Watchet 114 km WSW 233 days
Robin
S516148 1 16-05-2018 Minehead
XF 13-06-2018 Minehead 0 km 28 days

Killed by cat
Pied Flycatcher

D468782 1 02-06-2017 Clatworthy Reservoir
R,4M  09-06-2018 Bovey Valley Woodlands, Devon 60 km SSW 372 days
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Ring no. Age/sex Date ringed

Code Date recovered

Place ringed
Place recovered

Distance/Direction Time interval

Pied Flycatcher cont'd
5680927 1 03-06-2017
R,4M  24-06-2018

7113563 1 25-05-2017
R, 4F 15-05-2018

7135712 1 04-06-2016
R, 4F 07-06-2017
R, 4F 12-06-2018

7135866 1 10-06-2016
R, 4F 17-06-2018

7590805 1 10-06-2016
R,4M  18-04-2018

72590808 1 10-06-2016
R, 4F 07-06-2017
R, 4F 22-05-2018

House Sparrow

NY49087 1J 11-06-2018
XF 14-10-2018
Hit glass
Bullfinch
S515748 3M 15-11-2017
R 14-01-2018
Greenfinch
TV31642 3IM 09-07-2015
XF 24-05-2018
Found by dog
TX72460 3J 16-07-2017

R,4M  30-01-2018

TX72497 3IM 15-08-2017
XF 03-06-2018

Armer Wood, Devon
Barlynch Wood

Meldon Woods, Devon
Barlynch Wood

Hodder’s Combe
Yarner Wood, Devon
Yarner Wood, Devon

Hodder’s Combe
Near Rifton, Stoodleigh, Devon

Barlynch Wood
Neadon Cleve, Manaton, Devon

Barlynch Wood
Yarner Wood, Devon
Yarner Wood, Devon

Bratton, near Minehead
‘Woodcombe, Minehead

Croydon Hill
Five Bells, Watchet

Bratton, near Minehead
Minehead

Bratton, near Minehead
Five Bells, Watchet

Bratton, near Minehead
Minehead

8 km ENE

52 km NE

73 km SSW
73 km SSW

34 km SW

52 km SSW

54 km SSW
54 km SSW

2kmE

10kmE

4 km ESE

14 km ESE

4 km ESE

‘Taken by dog. Possibly the one seen the day before with flying difficulties.’

Chaffinch

S718499 4F 30-01-2018
R 09-12-2018

Goldfinch

8434452 5 21-01-2018
R 01-05-2018

AVB1026 4F 31-10-2017
6F 13-04-2018

S515311 3J 16-07-2017
XF 26-12-2018

Hit glass

Five Bells, Watchet

Bellflask, West Tanfield, North Yorkshire

357 km NNE

La Coulee de Nervaux, Gennes-Val-de-Loire,

Maine-et-Loire, France
Five Bells, Watchet

Littlesea, Weymouth, Dorset
Bratton, near Minehead

Bratton, near Minehead
Minehead
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483 km NNW

98 km NW

2kmE

386 days

355 days

368 days
738 days

734 days

677 days

362 days
711 days

125 days

60 days

1050 days

198 days

292 days

313 days

100 days

164 days

163 days
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Ring no. Age/sex Date ringed Place ringed Distance/Direction Time interval
Code Date recovered Place recovered

Siskin
ACB0543 6M 14-01-2018 Buttercombe Barton, West Down, Devon
R 22-01-2018 Bratton, near Minehead 45kmE 39 days
AHC2469 3] 06-06-2018 Buttercombe Barton, West Down, Devon
R 24-06-2018 Bratton, near Minehead 45kmE 14 days
S515833 M 14-01-2018 Bratton, near Minehead
XF 22-06-2018 Nethybridge, Highland, Scotland 673 km N 159 days
Hit glass
7060016 M 04-05-2015 Bratton, near Minehead
RR 19-07-2018 Roborough, Devon 47 km SW 1172 days
7828418 5F 18-03-2016 Bratton, near Minehead
XF 17-03-2018 Selworthy 4km W 729 days
Poor condition, cold weather and snow
7828524 S5F 01-04-2016 Bratton, near Minehead
R 11-06-2018 Kerrow, Cannich, Highland, Scotland 687 km N 801 days
7829594 5F 15-02-2017 Bratton, near Minehead
XF 05-05-2018 St Cleer, Cornwall 104 km SW 433 days
Hit glass

SYSTEMATIC LIST WITH TOTAL BIRDS RINGED

Species Pulli Full grown Total
Mallard 5 5
Grey Heron 1 1
Great White Egret 4 4
Sparrowhawk 1 1
Crane 1 1
Stock Dove 6 6
Wood Pigeon 2 1 3
Cuckoo 1 1
Barn Owl 35 35
Nightjar 1 1
Kingfisher 1 1
Great Spotted Woodpecker 14 14
Kestrel 4 4
Peregrine 1 1
Magpie 2 2
Jay 1 1
Jackdaw 29 1 30
Rook 2 2
Raven 4 4
Goldcrest 24 24
Blue Tit 483 666 1149
Great Tit 122 253 375
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Species Pulli Full grown Total
Coal Tit 6 39 45
Swallow 69 3 72
House Martin 1 1
Long-tailed Tit 72 72
Wood Warbler 6 1 7
Chiffchaff 37 37
Willow Warbler 23 25 48
Blackcap 186 186
Garden Warbler 2 2
Lesser Whitethroat 4 4
Whitethroat 26 26
Dartford Warbler 1 1
Sedge Warbler 14 14
Reed Warbler 31 31
Nuthatch 3 3
Treecreeper

Wren 5 55 60
Starling 19 19
Dipper 17 17
Blackbird 12 134 146
Fieldfare 7 7
Song Thrush 26 26
Redwing 40 40
Mistle Thrush 4 4
Robin 27 98 125
Spotted Flycatcher 3 3
Nightingale 8 8
Pied Flycatcher 555 65 620
Black Redstart 1 1
Redstart 6 1 7
Whinchat 220 10 230
Stonechat 63 63
Dunnock 107 107
House Sparrow 14 292 306
Grey Wagtail 6 6
Pied Wagtail 29 1 30
Meadow Pipit 25 20 45
Brambling 6 6
Chaffinch 131 131
Bullfinch 37 37
Greenfinch 105 105
Linnet 18 18
Lesser Redpoll 1 1
Goldfinch 9 266 275
Siskin 390 390
Reed Bunting 4 1 5
Totals 1789 3265 5054
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A HISTORY OF THE
BIRDS OF THE
CREWKERNE DISTRICT
OF SOUTH SOMERSET

Tony Parsons

Published by the author in September 2018

ony Parsons will be well-known to most Somerset birders, having served for many years as Secretary to the

General Committee, and later as President. He has lived in Crewkerne, and has studied its birds, and those of
the immediate area, for over fifty years so there is nobody better qualified to produce a publication such as this.

The book itself is A4 softback and printing is to a high standard, with a format that will be familiar to
readers of our annual report, Somerset Birds (SB). It is greatly enhanced by the inclusion of a number of good-
quality coloured photographs taken by the author, including that of a Kingfisher Alcedo atthis gracing the cover.
As with SB, many would wish to dip into its pages to seek information on particular species, but this book has a
pleasant and readable style making it easy to read from end to end.

The district in question is a large one, covering 144.9 square kilometres, from Shepton Beauchamp to
Montacute in the north, and Winsham to Hardington Marsh in the south. There is a helpful map, and an excellent
gazetteer as an appendix, although those unfamiliar with the area would find consulting these with the aid the
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Ordnance Survey map of the area useful. The inclusion of a species index is a real boon and something SB has
followed this year.

Much of the species content is based on the author’s own notes and records although, wisely, he has drawn
on a large number of other sources, including SB and many individual observers, all of whom are acknowledged
in the introduction or within individual species accounts.

The most striking thing about the systematic list is the meticulous attention to detail throughout. Examples
of this are the entries for Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella and Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra, the former in
decline and the latter extinct in Somerset. For Corn Bunting, a total of nineteen territories is tabulated for July
1972, each with a six-figure OS map reference. There is similar analytical data for, among many others,
Woodpigeon Columba palumbus and Swift Apus apus.

Inevitably, as with SB, some species get more attention than others, but as with the annual report, authors
can only work with the information available and this is frequently scant. Hence we read that Red-backed Shrike
Lanius collurio, a bird long since lost to the County, was in 1930 ‘Well distributed in Crewkerne District’ and
that in 1930 most hedgerows held pairs. There is simply no further useful historical data to draw on. Conversely,
the colonisation of the Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto, which arrived in the district around 1963, is well-
documented.

Unless there is a point to be made, as with Magpie Pica pica, speculation is largely avoided, although the
entry for Whitethroat Sylvia communis makes particularly interesting reading. Drawing on his own experiences
of working in the Sahel, the author challenges perceived wisdom that severe drought in this African region
caused the population crash of 1968/69. He makes a compelling case that the widespread use of potent
insecticides to control a plague of Desert Locusts Schistocerca gregaria was the most likely cause, although he
acknowledges this may never be proven.

Many, if not most, of the species covered are declining. This is true generally. While making this clear in the
individual accounts, the author does his best to sound positive when this is justified, highlighting increases, as
with Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis, and stability, exemplified by Dunnock Prunella modularis. Nevertheless,
the outlook for many species such as House Sparrow Passer domesticus, in which the author has taken a
particular interest, is undeniably worrying.

Crewkerne District is unlikely to feature in any ‘Where to watch birds’ guide but covering the area so
diligently for so many years has had its rewards, showing just what can be achieved. At his regular ringing site at
Millwater, close to his house, the author recorded a long-staying Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola in
1984. Although it once bred this is now a very rare bird in Somerset, and this is the only record from the
Crewkerne District. A wintering Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus was trapped in January 2008.
What may have pleased him more was an adult Rose-coloured Starling Pastor roseus that spent a day in his
suburban garden in May 2018.

In summary this book is a remarkable effort, for the quality of its content and production. It will be a useful
research tool in the coming years and the author is to be commended for the time and effort he has devoted to it.

B.J.Hill

7 Mill Cottages
Creech St Michael
Taunton TA3 5PU

A HISTORY OF THE BIRDS OF THE CREWKERNE DISTRICT OF SOUTH SOMERSET is not for sale,
but copies are lodged with Somerset Libraries and Somerset Record Office. The General Committee holds
copies and these can be borrowed by arrangement.
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NEWS FROM THE RESERVES
AND OTHER IMPORTANT LOCAL SITES

SOMERSET LEVELS NATIONAL
NATURE RESERVES (NATURAL
ENGLAND)

A cold and wet start delayed the arrival of our migrants,
but they finally came in force, with plenty of hirundines
on the wing, followed by Hobbies galore. The spring
was a riot of displaying Great White Egrets, Marsh
Harriers and Lapwings, with calling Cuckoos and
emerging Hairy Dragonflies.

The close partnership of conservation bodies,
especially in the Avalon Marshes, has created habitat
on a landscape scale, and we have had some amazing
successes. In April, our annual ‘booming Bittern’ count
with the RSPB and the SWT produced a record 55
across Somerset, almost a quarter of the UK population;
50 of these were in the Avalon Marshes, with 16 on
Shapwick Heath NNR alone. By the end of the summer,
25 young Great White Egrets had fledged.

Many other species prospered in the warm summer.
Purple Herons were seen regularly, and a Night-heron
was occasionally heard. On Shapwick Heath, there
were healthy butterfly populations of White Admiral,
Purple Hairstreak and Silver-washed Fritillary; in
autumn there were Peacocks, Red Admirals and Commas,
and Ruddy Darter dragonflies were seen into late
November. In winter, there were large numbers of
Gadwall, Wigeon, Teal, Pochard and Pintail. Noah’s
Lake was particularly important for them on icy days,
when shallower waters froze. Further afield, our King’s
Sedge Moor Reserve held many Lapwing, and the
‘warping’ of Southlake Moor provided an important
refuge for wildfowl. Large numbers of Cattle Egrets
wintered with us; well over 100 were roosting at
Canada Farm.

After a busy winter cutting scrub and repairing
footpaths, the team worked at fencing on Meare Heath
to create grazing units for our herd of Highland cattle.
This will improve structure and biodiversity along the
droves and the fringes of the reedbeds. Visitors much
enjoyed seeing the cattle munching their way along
the droves, particularly in front of the wader scrape.

During the summer we concentrated on the main-
tenance of our many footpaths, at Shapwick, in Bridg-
water Bay and on Mendip, including the rebuilding of
a series of steps traversing the slopes of Ebbor Gorge.
The new Noah’s Hide was sometimes under scaffolding
while we fixed external guttering and installed non-
slip matting. These were finished just in time for the
arrival of a southbound Osprey.

A hard decision in August was not to pump down
the Meare Heath scrape, where the vegetation had
taken hold during the dry summer. By holding the
water level high, we hope to kill this off, thus preserving
the attractions of the site for waders; we also brought
in a “Truxor’ to cut back encroaching reed. We removed
scrub to improve visibility here from the South Drain
and the Tower Hide, and in a number of other areas
around Shapwick Heath.

With funding from Defra, we continued improve-
ments to the Avalon Marshes Centre, where the four
organisations involved have now moved out of the old
portakabins into a new open-plan and shared office,
with solar panels, and we have even installed charging
points for future electric vehicles. There were other
improvements to flooring and services, and we welcomed
‘Cherished Catering’, with their new café, ‘The Marshes
Hub’. The whole area has indeed become a key hub for
visitors and for the local economy. Further additions in
2019 will include a new education and meetings room.

A full programme of public events included a
Spring Migration Walk, with an exploration of parts of
Shapwick Heath which are usually off-limits, and well-
attended Open Days in the Avalon Marshes and at
Ebbor Rocks. There were joint projects with the RSPB
for schools and colleges. We have just said a sad
goodbye to Mary Scott, our education officer for the
last ten years.

In 2018, as in all years, we have striven through
our work-experience and volunteering programmes to
provide opportunities for locals and visitors to immerse
themselves in the natural environment of our Somerset
Reserves.

For all queries, please contact Simon Clarke,
Senior Reserves Manager, via simon.clarke@natu-
ralengland.org,uk or at the Avalon Marshes Centre,
Shapwick Road, Westhay BA6 9TT.

Simon Clarke
Senior Reserve Manager, Natural England

SOMERSET WILDLIFE TRUST

The dry summer gave us some challenges in the man-
agement of water levels, which were extremely low,
especially on Westhay Moor. Some ponds which usually
hold water throughout the year dried out completely,
so we had to open extra gates to allow our summer-
grazing Exmoor ponies to roam a wider area. With
changing weather patterns, we may have to be more
tolerant of fluctuating water levels in future years.
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Because of the cold weather in March, breeding
bird surveys got off to a slow start, but we eventually
found three pairs of Lapwing at Catcott Lows, and
drumming Snipe. Great White Egrets, Bitterns and
Marsh Harriers all attempted nests across our Reserves,
with varying levels of success. Tealham and Tadham
Moors were cut for hay and grazed as usual and main-
tained their scrapes and wet features of interest to birds.

A new scrape was created at Catcott Lows, by
extending an existing one and bringing it closer to the
hide. It includes a couple of islands, so we hope it will
provide opportunities for feeding, roosting, and hopefully
nesting. It certainly attracted large numbers of Cattle
Egrets almost as soon as it was completed in August,
and these gave pleasure to many visitors.

Our winter work programme included scrub clear-
ance on Westhay Moor, with a view to improving
flight paths and encouraging the growth of the reed
fringe. We control bracken and rushes across all sites,
and we cut sections of reedbed on Westhay Heath to
maintain a diversity of age and structure.

Rachel Fickweiler
Head of Nature Reserves for SWT

RSPB: WEST SEDGE MOOR/SWELL
WOOD & GREYLAKE

It is interesting how priorities change. When [ first
started work at West Sedge Moor 25 years ago, Curlew
had the least focus of the nesting waders. Now it has
the highest priority, not least because this is probably
the only place in the UK with a stable or increasing
population. Curlew are in worldwide decline, and the
UK holds a quarter of the population. We are therefore
putting a lot of effort into trying to understand their
productivity and the reasons for their success or failure.
This involves the use of nest-cameras and temperature-
loggers, and much observation. We are therefore working
with a team of volunteers to monitor populations away
from our Reserves, so that we can advise farmers. Each
year we learn more and are able to do more for Curlews.

There is good news on the Crane reintroduction:
2019 is heading towards being the most successful
year for chick-rearing in Somerset, and by a long way.
The size of the winter flock around Aller Moor should
now start to be on the increase. This year, we tried out
a Crane Watchpoint from Swell Wood, overlooking
West Sedge Moor, and we aim to repeat it in 2020
from March to June.

The other species that brings a big smile to my
face is the Yellow Wagtail: it may be in decline in UK
wetlands, but it goes from strength to strength on the
Levels. West Sedge Moor and Greylake are the hot-
spots, and the former now has over 50 pairs.

Over the last year, a lot of our focus has been on
maintaining and improving the management of our
sites, but we have also created a new path at Swell
Wood, which gives access from the Wood to a beautiful
meadow on the edge of the Moor. This is well worth a
wander in spring and early summer.

Harry Paget-Wilkes
Site Manager

BRIDGWATER BAY NNR AND
WWT STEART MARSHES

Few changes have occurred recently within Bridgwater
Bay NNR. There are plans to instal a bore-hole in the
northern sector of the Steart Peninsula, which has lost
its source of fresh water. The aim is to return the wet
meadows and rhynes to their former state, improving
the biodiversity within the SSSI and the hope of
breeding waders.

Within the intertidal areas, the accretion of sediment
has progressed, especially in Steart Marsh, where the
two intertidal lagoons are now being colonised by salt-
tolerant plants. The brackish scrapes in Otterhampton
Marsh have begun to fulfil their promise as breeding
sites for waders, with successful attempts by Avocet,
Little Ringed Plover and Oystercatcher.

Highlights of the year have been Grey Phalaropes
and a Pectoral Sandpiper in September, and a Lesser
Yellowlegs, a Richard’s Pipit, and Lapland Buntings
in the winter.

The monthly co-ordinated WeBS counts for Bridg-
water Bay and Steart Marshes have entered their ninth
year. These are conducted for the BTO by a team of
ten observers, with each covering a section of the area.
The data for 2011-18 confirm a marked decline in
Dunlin and Curlew, but steady increases in wintering
Shoveler, Avocet and Redshank. The numbers of the
last three, and of Lapwing, are of national importance,
and those of Shelduck are in the international class.
The total of waders wintering in Great Britain was
recently estimated at 4.9 million, one third of the
numbers using the East Atlantic Flyway. From 2000 to
2018, the average number around the Steart Peninsula
was 33,000 (the range being between 22,000 and
42,000) which is nearly 1% of the UK total. These
findings underline its importance, and account for the
many conservation designations that it holds.

A programme of events organised by WWT staff
includes guided walks, and demonstrations of general
and specialised interest. Regular information on sightings
is given on notice boards, through Twitter (@WWT-
Steart) and the website (www.wwt.org.uk/ wetland-
centres/steart-marshes).

Dick Best
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EXMOOR

The Exmoor Monitoring Project and the Nightjar Survey
were carried out as usual, but the future of the former
is in some doubt. The Beast from the East had a serious
(though probably temporary) effect on several breeding
species that arrive early in the uplands, such as Grey
Wagtail and Stonechat. Some attention is now being
given, at least on the Devon side, to the loss of heather,
and there are various threats to trees, most notably to
ashes, which are very important in our woodland. Very
little is known about the breeding birds of many Exmoor

woods, notably along the western coast and in the
Barle and Exe Valleys: almost all are steep and most
are private; observers with time and good hearing are
in short supply, and they seldom live in the right places.
Fortunately, nestbox schemes are flourishing, but we
have little idea of the numbers of Pied and Spotted Fly-
catchers, or of Redstarts, ‘in the wild’.

Another futile project for Porlock Marsh has
rightly failed at the planning fence. This involved the
erection of bird-watching platforms. Perhaps we shall
next hear of drones... .

David Ballance

Barn Owl, Aller Moor (Chris Hooper)
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ARRIVAL DATES OF MIGRANTS 2018
(excluding Blackcap and Chiffchaff)

A Little Ringed Plover at Steart Marshes on March 11th was the earliest recorded in the County.

Species

Garganey

Manx Shearwater
Little Ringed Plover
Whimbrel

Wood Sandpiper
Sandwich Tern
Little Tern
Common Tern
Arctic Tern

Black Tern
Cuckoo

Nightjar

Swift

Hobby

Sand Martin
Swallow

House Martin
Willow Warbler
Wood Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Reed Warbler

Grasshopper Warbler

Garden Warbler
Lesser Whitethroat
Whitethroat

Ring Ouzel
Nightingale
Spotted Flycatcher
Pied Flycatcher
Redstart

Whinchat
Wheatear

Yellow Wagtail
Tree Pipit

Arrival date

March 13th
April 16th
March 11th
April 15th
May 1st
April 8th
May 20th
March 30th
April 8th
April 10th
April 4th
May 16th
April 21st
April 16th
March 13th
April 1st
April 4th
March 22nd
April 16th
April 8th
April 7th
April 12th
April 13th
April 15th
April 9th
March 21st
May 4th
April 12th
April 12th
April 6th
April 19th
March 13th
April 3rd
April 7th

Earliest-ever
arrival
February 16th
January 2nd
March 11th
February 19th
April 18th
January 5th
April 11th
March 19th
April 1st
April 4th
March 2nd
April 13th
March 27th
February 18th
January 27th
January 24th
March 9th
February 21st
March 28th
March 22nd
March 27th
April 5th
March 29th
March 30th
March 24th
February 1st
March 29th
April 2nd
April 1st
March 21st
March 24th
February 13th
March 4th
March 10th
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10-year
average
(2008-2017)

March 21st
April 29th
March 17th
March 25th
April 29th
March 27th
May 1st
April 14th
April 21st
April 26th
April 12th
May 15th
April 14th
April 8th
March 5th
March 8th
March 25th
March 23rd
April 16th
April 5th
April 4th
April 10th
April 12th
April 14th
April 7th
March 22nd
April 28th
April 11th
April 7th
April 4th
April 18th
March 11th
April 6th
April 5th

Last
observed
November 4th
October 2nd
September 8th
September 21st
September 11th
September 28th
September 21st
September 21st
September 23rd
October 2nd
August 19th
September 25th
September 6th
October 19th
October 15th
November 24th
October 13th
November 10th
August 10th
October 7th
September 17th
September 10th
September 12th
September 1st
September 30th
October 31st
September 23rd
July 7th
August 13th
September 27th
September 27th
October 29th
September 29th
August 31st



SOMERSET GAZETTEER

isted below are all the places mentioned in the Systematic List. A six-figure OS map reference is given
(except to some large areas) as a fairly accurate guide. The capital letter at the end of each place corresponds

with the District reference used on the County map in the Reports from 1984 to 1993.

Acklands Bridge, SS731400.
Aisholt, ST194357.

Aisholt Common, ST180354.
Alcombe, SS974442.

Alcombe Common, SS975440.
Alderman’s Barrow, SS843427.
Alfred’s Tower, ST745352.
Alfoxton Park, ST145415.
Allcombe Water, SS830405.
Aller, ST400293.

Aller Moor (Aller), ST387287.
Allerford (Norton Fitzwarren),
ST180250.

Allerford (Exmoor), SS905470.
Allotment, The, SS894336.
Allowenshay, ST393133.
Ansford, ST638329.

Apex Park, ST316475.

Ash Priors Common, ST154287.
Ashcott, ST437372.

Ashcott Corner, ST449397.
Ashford Reservoir, ST235384.
Athelney, ST347288.

Avalon Marshes — see Editorial Notes.
Axbridge, ST430545.

Axe Estuary, ST295595.

Badgworth, ST395526.
Badgworthy, SS791450.
Bagborough Plantation, ST170343.
Bagley, ST455460,

Bagley Combe, SS880426.
Baltonsborough, ST542348.
Barlynch, $§929290.

Barlynch Wood, SS935285.
Barrington, ST388181.

Bason Bridge, ST34746.

Bathpool, ST253258.

Bat’s Castle, SS988423.

Beacon Batch, ST485573.

Beacon Hill (Quantocks), ST125410.
Berkley, ST811494.

Berrow, ST295524.

Berrow (Dunes) LNR ST292534.
Bicknoller, ST110395.

Bicknoller Combe, ST115399.
Bicknoller Hill, ST121396.
Bicknoller Post, ST128403.
Biddisham, ST382535.

Bilbrook, ST032410.

Bin Combe (Exmoor), SS905409.
Bin Combe (Quantocks), ST175393.
Bincombe Beeches, ST442100.
Bincombe Hill, ST435099.
Birchcleave Wood, SS775391.
Bird’s Hill, ST068365.

Bishops Lydeard, ST167297.
Black Ball Hill, ST134396.

Black Down, ST475575.

Black Hill (Brendons), SS986401.
Black Hill (Quantocks), ST148386.
Blackford, S5924453.

Blackmoor NR, ST500550.
Blackpitts, SS764417.
Blackpitts Mire, SS759416.
Blagdon Wood, SS911399.
Blakeway, ST438442.
Bleadney, ST485453.

Blue Anchor, ST022435.

Blue Gate, SS759377.
Bossington, SS898479.
Bossington Hill, SS905484.
Bradford-on-Tone, ST173229.
Bratton, SS947463.

Bratton Wood, SS947468.
Brean, ST295585.

Brean Down, ST290590.
Brendon Two Gates, SS765432.
Brewer’s Castle, SS883298.
Bridgwater, ST300370.
Bridgwater Bay, ST236490.
Bridgwater Docks, ST296375.
Brimble Pit Pool, ST508509.
Britannia’s Shield, SS985285.
Britty Common, ST258157.
Broadway, ST320155.
Broadwood Plantation, SS977413.
Brockwell, SS929432.
Brompton Ralph, ST086323.
Brompton Regis, SS951315.
Broomfield, ST223322.
Broomfield Hill, ST215328.
Brue Estuary, ST302478.
Brushford, SS919258.
Bruton, ST685347.

Buckland Dinham, ST754512.
Buckland Hill, ST165175.
Buckland St Mary, ST270134.
Buncombe Wood, ST205326.
Bungalow, The, ST434443.
Burgundy Combe, SS947181.
Burnham (-on-Sea), ST305495.
Burnworthy, ST189159.
Burridge Cross, ST318063.
Burrowbridge, ST358306.
Burtle, ST397429.

Burtle Moor, ST402439.
Bury, SS947272.

Bury Castle, SS917473.
Butleigh, ST520335.

Butleigh Cross, ST521324.
Butleigh Moor, ST440347.
Butleigh Wood, ST500340.

Canada Farm, ST417407.
Canada Farm Lake, ST414413.
Cannington, ST257395.

Cary Moor, ST610306.

Castle Cary, ST640324.
Catcott, ST395394.

Catcott Fen, ST403410.
Catcott Heath, ST405415.
Catcott Lows, ST402413.
Catsford Common, ST237455.
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Chaffcombe, ST352101.
Chalk Water, SS818454.
Chard, ST323082.

Chard Junction, ST341049.
Chard Reservoir, ST335097.

Charlton (Creech St Michael), ST292266.

Charlton (Kilmersdon) ST682523.
Charlton Horethorne, ST665230.
Charterhouse, ST501557.
Cheddar, ST455535.

Cheddar Gorge, ST470542.
Cheddar Reservoir, ST442537.
Cheddar Yeo, ST466528.
Cheddon Fitzpaine, ST243277.
Chesterblade, ST662412.
Chetsford Water, SS851421.
Chewton Mendip, ST598530.
Chewton Plain, ST610543.
Chewton Wood, ST615552.
Chilcompton, ST 646513.
Chillington, ST389110.
Chilton Moor, ST380430.
Chipstable, ST043271.
Churchstanton, ST196145.
Cinnamon Lane, ST507380.
Clatworthy Reservoir, ST040310.
Claylands Corner, ST227427.
Cleeve Abbey, ST047407.
Cloud Farm, SS794467.
Cloutsham, SS892431.
Cloutsham Ball, SS898435.
Cloutsham Gate, SS886430.
Cockercombe, ST180363.
Cockroad Wood, ST745318.
Cogload Junction, ST300274.
Coleford, ST687490.

Collard Hill, ST487342.
Combe Hill, ST501331.
Combe Meadow, SS868465.
Combe St Nicholas, ST301112.
Combe Sydenham, ST076367.
Combwich, ST259423.
Comer’s Gate, SS860354.
Comerslade, SS736373.
Compton Dundon, ST492330.
Cook’s Field NR, ST515504.
Cornham Brake, SS761387.
Cotford St Luke, ST169272.
Cothelstone Hill, ST183326.
Cow Castle, SS794374.
Coxley, ST530437.

Cradle Bridge, ST422528.
Cranmore, ST670432.

Crawter Hill, SS893458.
Creech St Michael, ST275255.
Creech St Michael Flood Relief
Pond, ST272253.

Crewkerne, ST442095.
Crewkerne Sewage Works, ST450090.
Cricket St Thomas, ST373087.
Crook Peak, ST387558.
Croscombe, ST591445.
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Cross, ST415547.

Cross Plain, ST415555.
Crowcombe, ST141367.
Crowcombe Heathfield, ST136340.
Crowcombe Park, ST145375.
Crowcombe Park Gate, ST145375.
Croydon Hill, S§972405.
Culbone, SS843483.

Culbone Stables, SS830470.
Culmhead, ST210168.

Curland, ST277175.

Curry Moor, ST325275.

Curry Rivel, ST390252.
Cutcombe, SS930392.

Dead Woman'’s Ditch, ST162381.
Decoy Lake, ST426401.
Deddy Combe, SS808476.
Deerleap, ST518493.

Dicky’s Path, SS893423.
Dinnington, ST403128.
Dodington, ST173407.
Dommett Wood, ST276145.
Donyatt, ST335143.

Doverhay Plantation, SS889457.
Downhead, ST691459.
Downscombe, SS840390.
Dowsborough, ST163303.
Draper’s Way, SS917397.
Driver Farm, SS736405.
Drybridge Combe, SS760380.
Duke’s Plantation, ST167395.
Dulcote, ST564446.
Dulverton, SS913278.
Dunkery Beacon, SS892416.
Dunkery Hill, SS903423.
Dunster, SS992436.

Dunster Beach, ST000450.
Dunster Deer Park, SS993429.
Dunster Hawn, SS998450.
Dunster Lawns, SS996435.
Dunster Station, SS996448.
Durleigh Reservoir, ST270364.
Durston, ST292282.

East Chinnock, ST496133.
East Coker, ST542123.

East Harptree Woods, ST552545.
East Huntspill, ST343448.
East Lyng, ST335290.

East Pinford, SS802423.
East Quantoxhead, ST138437.
East Waste, ST481416.

East Water, SS895430.

East Woodlands, ST790442.
Easter Hill, SS902430.
Easthams, ST455105.
Edford Wood, ST667485.
Edington, ST387397.
Edington Moor, ST390410.
Elsworthy, S5929416.
Ember Combe, SS855420.
Enmore, ST240352.
Exebridge, SS930245.
Exebridge Lakes, SS931242.
Exe Cleave, SS800422.

Exe Head, SS750416.

Exe Head Bridge, SS763416.
Exford, SS855385.

Exton, SS926336.

Fairy Cave Quarry, ST656477.
Farley Water, SS757427.

Faulkland, ST738546.

Fire Beacon, ST150370.

Five Bells, ST065423.

Five Lords, ST170393.

Fivehead, ST352228.

Fivehead Arable Fields, ST337224.
Floorey Down, ST177367.

Ford (Porlock Vale), SS852335.
Ford (Chewton Mendip), ST591537.
Forton, ST336070.

Fresh Moor, ST282127.

Friggle Street, ST799457.

Frog Combe, ST153387.

Frog Hill, ST152385.

Frome, ST777477.

Fry’s Wood, ST741387.

Fyldon Ridge, SS747362.

Fyne Court, ST222320.

Galloping Bottom, ST051350.
Glastonbury, ST500390.
Glenthorne, SS805494.

Goat Hill Bridge, SS724406.
Godney Moor, ST480439.

Gold Corner, ST367432.

Gold Corner RWLA, ST375426.
Gore Point, SS858483.

Grabbist Hill, SS980436.

Great Bradley, SS859340.

Great Breach Wood, ST505320.
Great Elm, ST747493.

Great Hill (Quantocks), ST156365.
Greenaleigh Point, SS957403.
Greenham, ST078202.
Greenlands, SS844413.

Green Down, ST518289.

Green Ore, ST578502.

Green Parlour, ST708542.
Green Plantation, ST520570.
Greenway Path, ST136415.
Greinton, ST413363.

Grexy Combe, SS938482.
Greylake RSPB Reserve, ST379353.
Gupworthy, SS970350.

Haddon Hill, S$975285.

Haddon Moor, SS996290.
Halscombe, SS767390.
Halscombe Allotment, SS820935.
Halse, ST140278.

Halsway Combe, ST136383.
Halsway Hill, ST135384.
Halsway Post, ST140385.

Ham (Thornfalcon), ST289252.
Ham (Wellington), ST156216
Ham Sewage Works, ST287247.
Ham Wall (RSPB Reserve),
ST464397.

Hamp, ST303357.

Hamdon Hill, ST479170.
Hangley Cleave, SS74732.
Hardington, ST742526.
Hardington Mandeville, ST512119.
Hare Knap, ST148396.

Hartford Bottom, SS950293.
Haselbury Plucknett, ST472110.
Hatch Hill, ST496336.

Hawk Combe, SS874457.
Hawkcombe Head, SS845457.
Hawkridge, SS861307.
Hawkridge Reservoir, ST208362.
Hawkwell Cross, SS872258.

Hay Moor (N. Curry), ST324335.
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Hay Moor (Muchelney), ST462256.
Hayes Wood, SS849346.
Helwell Bay, ST078433.
Hemington, ST727533.
Hereliving, SS794387.
Herridge Combe, ST131415.
Hestercombe House, ST242288.
Highbridge, ST320475.

Higher Combe, SS869381.
Higher Dumbledeer, ST001412.
Hillfarrance, ST168247.
Hillway, SS827363.

Hinkley Point, ST215463.
Hinton St George, ST417127.
Hoaroak Water, SS785434.
Hoccombe, ST105297.
Hoccombe Water, SS780433.
Hodder’s Combe, ST146406.
Holcombe, ST672497.

Holford, ST158411.

Holford Combe, ST154395.
Holford Glen, ST155412.
Hollow Combe, SS900428.

Home Covert, Otterhampton, ST250429.

Hookway, SS827464.

Hopcott Common, SS957443.
Horner, SS898455.

Horner Hill, SS898445.
Horner Water, SS896452.
Horner Woods, SS894443.
Horton Cross, ST338152.
Huish Moor, ST410343.

Huish Moor, ST041287.
Huntspill River, ST340438.
Huntspill Sea Wall, ST293463.
Huntspill Sluice, ST292458.
Huntworth, ST312343.

Hurley Beacon, ST142381.
Hurlstone Combe, SS900489.
Hurlstone Point, SS898494.
Hurscombe Reserve, SS975323.

Ilchester, ST525234.
Ilminster, ST360145.
Isle Brewers, ST366211.

Keinton Mandeville, ST550307.
Kennard Moor, ST553367.
Kennisham Hill, SS962364.
Kilmersdon, ST696524.

Kilve, ST149430.

Kilve Beach, ST144444.
King’s CIiff Wood, ST260320.
King’s Moor, ST482239.
King’s Sedge Moor, ST420338.
King’s Wood Warren, ST750360.
Kingston St Mary, ST221297.
Kingstone, ST378137.
Kingswood, ST104378.
Kinsford Gate, SS740366.
Kittisford, ST078223.
Knacker’s Hole, ST158397.
Knapp, ST297255.

Knighton, ST193445.
Knighton Beach, ST192458.
Knighton Combe, SS829347.
Knowle Moor, ST487463.

Lady’s Combe, ST157390.
Lakehead Combe, SS881336.
Lanacombe, SS774429.
Lanacre, SS823363.
Landacre Bridge, SS816362.



Lang Moor, ST349329.

Langford Heathfield, ST103230.
Langmead, ST364334.

Langport, ST422270.

Larkbarrow, SS821429.
Launcherley, ST552428.

Laverton, ST779531.

Lea Wood, SS861332.

Leigh upon Mendip, ST690472.
Ley Hill, SS890452.

Lilstock, ST171454.

Little Headon Plantation, SS933463.
Little Quantock Combe, ST154367.
Litton, ST595546.

Litton (Exmoor), SS803337.

Litton Reservoir, ST590552.

Litton Wood, ST586543.

Long Combe (Exmoor), SS817426.
Long Combe (Quantocks), ST123394.
Long Drove, ST455386.

Long Load, ST467232.

Long Holcombe, SS773357.

Long Sutton, ST470252.

Long Wood (Brendons), SS982407.
Longstone Hill, ST138407.

Lord’s Ball, ST166373.

Lower Severalls, ST455115.

Lower Stonehouse Farm, ST207278.
Lower Weare, ST407537.
Luccombe Plantation, SS903477.
Luckington Cross, ST695505.
Lucott Cross, SS845432.
Lullington, ST783519.
Luckbarrow, SS892461.
Luxborough, SS977378.

Lydeard Hill, ST179343.

Lydeard St Lawrence, ST128234.
Lydford-on-Fosse, ST567309.
Lympsham, ST337541.

Lympsham Manor, ST334542.
Lynch Combe, SS905479.

Lytes Cary, ST534267.

Maesbury Castle, ST610471.
Mancombe, ST425101.

Mark, ST380480.

Mark Moor, ST370463.
Marrow Hill, ST160360.
Marsh Bridge, SS907290.
Marston Park, ST758449.
Mascall’s Wood, ST470535.
Meare, ST455416.

Meare Heath, ST440405.
Mells, ST730490.

Mells Down, ST724515.

Mells Park, ST715485.
Mendip Golf Course, ST614468.
Merriott, ST442128.
Merryfield Airfield, ST340186.
Middle Hill, ST174349.
Midelney, ST411229.
Millwater, ST4310.

Milborne Port, ST675189.
Milton Clevedon, ST663371.
Milverton, ST122259.
Milverton STW, ST132259.
Minehead, SS970465.
Minehead Bay, SS975475.
Minehead Marshes, SS993457.
Misterton, ST456082.

Mole’s Chamber, SS719394.
Monkham Hill, SS987389.
Monkton Heathfield, ST255268.

Montacute, ST496170.

Moor Wood, SS959474.
Moorhouse (Butleigh), ST526346.
Moorland, ST335323.
Moorlinch, ST397368.
Moorlinch Moor, ST390350.
Mounsey Castle, SS885295.
Mount Fancy, ST246165.
Mount Pleasant, SS767388.
Moxhill, ST250415.
Muchelney, ST429249.
Muchelney Level, ST435257.
Mudford, ST573199.

Nedge Hill, ST587515.

Nether Stowey, ST190398.
Netherclay LNR, ST205251.
Nettlebridge, ST650486.
Newbury, ST699502.

Nine Acre Plantation, ST413227.
Nine Springs, ST557153.

Noah’s Lake, ST436400.

North Brewham, ST722368.

North Curry, ST319253.

North Down Plantation, ST231163.
North Drain (Tealham), ST430451.
North Hill, SS943481.

North Moor (Moorland), ST325315.
North Moor (Othery), ST390307.
North Newton, ST300310.

North Perrott, ST465095.

North Petherton, ST290330.
Norton St Philip, ST774558.
Norton Sub Hamdon, ST470159.
Nunnington Park, ST086265.
Nurcott Farm, SS969386.
Nutcombe Bottom, SS977423.
Nythe, ST427347.

Oakhill, ST635472.

Oaremead, SS796477.

Oath, ST385275.

Obridge, ST235256.

Odcombe, ST508154.

Oldford, ST798502.

Oldways End, SS870248.
Orchard Bottom, SS815404.
Orchardleigh Lake, ST780508.
Orchardleigh Park, ST770514.
Otterford, ST223143.
Otterhampton, ST247431.
Otterhampton Marsh, ST253435.
Otterhead Lakes, ST226135.
Outwood, ST307282.

Over Stowey, ST186385.

Over Stowey Common, ST164381.
Over Stratton, ST434155.

Paradise Combe, ST127390.
Pardlestone Hill, ST143414.
Parrett Estuary, ST290480.
Pavyott’s Mill, ST551131.
Pawlett Hams, ST275425.
Pedwell, ST426364.
Pedwell Hill, ST435359.
Pen Hill, ST568487.

Pen Mill Riverside Walk, ST570165.

Pennycombe Water, SS834378.
Periton Combe, SS955454.
Perley Barn, SS982386.

Perry Street, ST335055.
Pickedstones, SS796369.
Pickedstones Bridge, SS797369.
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Pinkery Centre, SS723412.
Pinkworthy Pond, SS723423.
Pit Pond, ST495156.

Pitt Combe, SS846467.
Podimore, ST547249.

Pool Bridge, SS876447.
Porlock, SS888467.

Porlock Allotment, SS839438.
Porlock Bay, SS870485.
Porlock Hill, SS876463.
Porlock Marsh, SS880477.
Porlock Parks, SS875465.
Porlock Post, SS861411.
Porlock Weir, SS865478.
Portford Bridge, SS832344.
Post Lane, SS989283.
Prayway Head, SS769410.
Prickslade Combe, SS886437.
Priddy, ST527513.

Priddy Mineries, ST545510.
Priddy Nine Barrows, ST538515.
Prior’s Park Wood, ST220171.
Priorswood, ST237264.
Pudleigh, ST317108.

Quants, ST187177.
Queen’s Sedge Moor, ST530417.

Red Girts, SS994398.
Ringdown Common, ST180160.
Robber’s Bridge, SS820464.
Robin How, SS907427.

Robin Upright’s Hill, ST159385.
Rockwell Green, ST125203.
Rodden NR, ST785475.
Rodhuish, ST013397.

Rodhuish Common, SS996397.
Rodney Stoke, ST482499.
Rod’s Pot, ST473583.

Rooks Bridge, ST368524.
Room Hill, SS858363.

Round Hill, ST127413.
Rowbarrows, SS877415.
Rowberrow Warren, ST465579.
Ruishton, ST263251.

St Audrie’s, ST110425.

St Audrie’s Deer Park, ST116422.
Sampford Point, ST117168.
Sandhill Park, ST157297.
Sandway, SS794334.

Screech Owl Pit, ST316350.
Selworthy, SS918467.

Selworthy Beacon, SS919480.
Selworthy Combe, SS923473.
Shapwick, ST418383.

Shapwick Heath NNR, ST430402.
Shapwick Heath (East), ST423410.
Shapwick Moor, ST426398.
Sharpham, ST468388.

Shearston, ST285310.

Sheppard’s Combe, ST131401.
Shepton Mallet, ST619437.
Sherdon Hutch, SS807361.
Shervage Wood, ST162402.
Shillett Combe, SS860458.
Shurton, ST202442.

Shurton Bars, ST192462.

Shute Shelve Hill, ST428555.
Silk Mills LNR, ST207255.
Simonsbath, SS773393.
Slaughterhouse Combe, ST137395.
Slowley Wood, SS992381.
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Smallacombe, SS735390.
Smith’s Combe, ST132420.
Somerton, ST409285.
Somerton Combe, ST144395.
Somerton Hill, ST467283.
Somerton Moor, ST460015.
Somerton Wood, ST508277.
South Brewham, ST718359.

South Drain (Shapwick Heath), ST424412.
South Moor (Westonzoyland), ST341340.

South Petherton, ST432170.
Southey Moor, ST192113.
Southlake Moor, ST370300.
Spaxton, ST225370.

Spire Cross, SS888335.
Squallacombe, SS731383.
Standards Lock, ST316317.
Staple Fitzpaine, ST263182.
Staple Plain, ST114413.
Staple Plantation, ST113412.
Staplegrove, ST213266.
Staplehay, ST213217.
Stapley, ST189135.

Stathe, ST375290.

Steart, ST272458.

Steart Marshes, ST265446.
Stent Hill, SS837476.

Stert Combe, ST145390.
Stert Island, ST292480.

Stert Point, ST288471.
Stockhill, ST558507.
Stockland Bristol, ST240437.
Stockland Marsh, ST241440.
Stocklinch, ST38174.
Stocklinch Ottersey, ST383169.
Stockmoor, ST302351.
Stogumber, ST098374.
Stogursey, ST202428.

Stoke Camp, ST490510.
Stoke Combe, SS880438.
Stoke Pero, SS878435.

Stoke Ridge, SS875429.
Stoke St Michael, ST664470.
Stoke-sub-Hamdon, ST473174.
Stolford, ST233458.
Stowbarrow Hill, ST120417.
Stratton-on-the-Fosse, ST658508.
Stream, ST068398.

Street, ST480360.
Stockmoor, ST299349.
Stringston, ST177424.

Sutton Bingham Reservoir, ST550110.

Sutton Hams, ST364368.
Sutton Moor, ST436338.
Sweetworthy Combe, SS884422.
Swell Wood, ST360240.

Tadham Moor, ST425445.
Tarr Steps, SS868321.
Tatworth, ST328058.
Taunton, ST225247.
Tealham Moor, ST407457.
Tellisford, ST803554.
Templecombe, ST709222.

Tesco’s Pit, Minehead, SS979458.

The Punchbowl, SS882343.
Thorncombe Hill, ST132390.
Thorney, ST427229.

Thorney Fishing Lake, ST434232.

Thorney Moor, ST425238.

Three Ashes, ST625285.

Thurlbear Wood, ST269208.
Thurley Combe, SS862425.
Timberscombe, SS955422.
Timberscombe Common, SS964417.
Tivington Common, SS942447.
Tom’s Hill, SS811430.

Tonedale, Wellington, ST126215.
Torr Works Reservoir, ST688436.

Town Tree Nature Reserve, ST445219.

Towns Wood, SS973421.

Trickey Warren, ST197150.
Triscombe, ST156356.

Triscombe Quarry, ST161357.
Tucker’s Grave Bottom, ST751551.
Tudball’s Splats, SS831338.
Twitchen Combe, SS820483.
Tyning’s Farm, ST470565.

Ubley Warren, ST510555.
Upton (Brendons), SS995288.
Upton Cleave, SS983287.

Vagg Hill, ST533186.

Velvet Bottom, ST498553.
Vinnicombe Farm, SS941350.
Vinny Combe, ST120414.
Vobster, ST705490.

Wadeford, ST309106.

Wall Common, ST255453.
Walland Farm, ST230153.
Walrow Ponds, ST335470.
Walton, ST461362.

Walton Heath, ST455390.
Walton Moor, ST458341.
Warren (Farm), SS785407.
Warren Bridge, SS791407.
‘Washbrook, ST420501.
Washford, ST048412.
Watchet, ST072431.
Waterrow, ST052254.
Wayford Woods, ST398066.
Weacombe, ST110408.
Weacombe Combe, ST118406.
Weacombe Hill, ST120402.
Weare, ST412527.

Webber’s Post, SS903437.
Week Wood, SS919339.

Weir Water, SS830461.

Weir Wood, SS832462.
Wellington, ST140205.
Wellington Basins, ST129208.
Wellington Monument, ST137172.
Wells, ST552458.

Wembdon, ST287373.

West Bagborough, ST170335.
West Buckland, ST173205.
West Coker, ST518136.

West Crewkerne, ST415092.
West Hatch, ST287210.

West Hill, ST125421.

West Horrington, ST573475.
West Huntspill, ST305445.
West Luccombe, SS899463.
West Lynch, SS902477.

West Lyng, ST319282.

West Monkton, ST263285.
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West Moor (Hambridge), ST410213.
West Myne, SS927407.

West Pennard, ST545385.

West Pinford, SS793419.

West Porlock, SS872471.

West Sedge Moor, ST350250.
West Waste, ST472417.
Westbury Beacon, ST500507.
Westbury Moor, ST485477.
Westbury-sub-Mendip, ST502488.
Wester Emmetts, SS741377.
Westcott Brake, SS852466.
Westhay, ST436424.

Westhay Heath, ST420418.
Westhay Level, ST422429.
Westhay Moor, ST455441.
Weston Level, ST347333.
Westonzoyland, ST352348.
Westport, ST386200.

Wet Moor, ST452242.
Wheddon Cross, SS924387.
Whitefield, ST077298.
Whitestaunton, ST280105.
Willett Hill, ST096336.
Williton, ST078410.

Wills Neck, ST165352.
Wilmersham Common, SS864421.
Wimbleball Lake, SS975305.
Winsford, SS903350.

Winsford Hill, SS878342.
Winstitchen, SS791379.

Witch Lodge, ST250198.
Witcombe Bottom, ST480231.
Witham Park, ST771392.
Witham Friary, ST744410.
Witham Hall Farm, ST758419.
Withiel Florey, SS984336.
Withycombe, ST017413.
Withycombe Common, SS987394.
Withycombe Scruffets, SS985404.
Withypool, SS846355.
Withypool Common, SS825349.
Withypool Cross, SS801339.
Withypool Hill, SS840345.
Wiveliscombe, ST082277.
Wood Barrow, SS717426.
Woodcock Combe, SS795452.
Woodcock Gardens, SS907444.
Woodcombe, SS955466.
Woodlands Hill, ST157400.
Wookey, ST518457.

Wookey Hole, ST532475.
Woolavington, ST347416.
Woolminstone, ST410080.
Woolston Moor, ST099400.
Woolston Quarry, ST093401.
Wootton Common, SS948441.
Wootton Courtenay, SS937434.
Worminster, ST572428.

Worth, ST572453.

Wyke Champflower, ST663347.

Yenworthy Combe, SS805490.
Yenworthy Common, SS798484.
Yeo Moor, ST460480.

Yeovil, ST555157.

Yeovil Junction, ST569141.
Yeovilton, ST547230.



American Wigeon
Arctic Skua
Arctic Tern
Avocet

Balearic Shearwater
Barn Owl

Barnacle Goose
Bar-tailed Godwit
Bearded Tit
Bewick’s Swan
Bittern

Black Redstart
Black Tern
Blackbird

Blackcap
Black-headed Gull
Black-necked Grebe
Black-tailed Godwit
Black-throated Diver
Blue Tit

Brambling

Brent Goose
Bullfinch

Buzzard

Canada Goose
Carrion Crow
Caspian Gull
Cattle Egret
Cetti’s Warbler
Chaffinch
Chiffchaff

Coal Tit

Collared Dove
Common Gull
Common Redpoll
Common Sandpiper
Common Scoter
Common Tern
Coot

Cormorant

Crane

Crossbill

Cuckoo

Curlew

Curlew Sandpiper

Dartford Warbler
Dipper

Dotterel

Dunlin

33
80
79
59

41
84
25
65
96
28
45

117
79

112

103
73
44
65
40
96

127
24

129
55

24
94
77
45
98
127
100
95
83
75
130
70
37
79
57
50
58
131
84
63
67

107
121
63
67
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Dunnock

Egyptian Goose
Eider

Feral Pigeon
Ferruginous Duck
Fieldfare
Firecrest

Fulmar

Gadwall

Gannet

Garden Warbler
Garganey

Glaucous Gull
Glossy Ibis
Goldcrest

Golden Plover
Goldeneye
Goldfinch
Goosander

Goshawk
Grasshopper Warbler
Great Black-backed Gull
Great Crested Grebe
Great Grey Shrike
Great Northern Diver
Great Skua

Great Spotted Woodpecker
Great Tit

Great White Egret
Green Sandpiper
Green Woodpecker
Greenfinch
Greenshank
Green-winged Teal
Grey Heron

Grey Partridge

Grey Phalarope

Grey Plover

Grey Wagtail
Greylag Goose
Guillemot

Hawfinch

Hen Harrier
Herring Gull
Hobby
Honey-buzzard
House Martin
House Sparrow
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28
37

81
36
112
107
40

30
50
105
29
76
44
108
61
38
131
38
52
103
75
42
93
40
80
90
96
48
70
91
129
72
35
46
39
70
61
123
25
81

128
54
71
93
52
98
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Iceland Gull 76
Jack Snipe 68
Jackdaw 94
Jay 94
Kestrel 92
Kingfisher 89
Kittiwake 73
Knot 66
Lapland Bunting 133
Lapwing 60
Leach’s Petrel 40
Lesser Black-backed Gull 78
Lesser Redpoll 130
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 90
Lesser Whitethroat 105
Lesser Yellowlegs 71
Linnet 129
Little Auk 81
Little Bittern 45
Little Egret 49
Little Grebe 42
Little Gull 74
Little Owl 87
Little Ringed Plover 62
Little Stint 68
Little Tern 79
Long-eared Owl 87
Long-tailed Duck 37
Long-tailed Skua 80
Long-tailed Tit 99
Magpie 94
Mallard 33
Mandarin Duck 29
Manx Shearwater 41
Marsh Harrier 53
Marsh Tit 95
Meadow Pipit 125
Mediterranean Gull 75
Merlin 93
Mistle Thrush 114
Montagu’s Harrier 55
Moorhen 56
Mute Swan 26
Night-heron 45
Nightingale 116
Nightjar 88
Nuthatch 109
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Osprey
Opystercatcher

Pectoral Sandpiper
Peregrine
Pheasant

Pied Flycatcher
Pied Wagtail
Pink-footed Goose
Pintail

Pochard

Pomarine Skua
Puffin

Purple Heron
Purple Sandpiper

Quail

Raven

Razorbill

Red Kite
Red-breasted Merganser
Red-footed Falcon
Red-legged Partridge
Redshank

Redstart
Red-throated Diver
Redwing

Reed Bunting

Reed Warbler
Richard’s Pipit

Ring Ouzel

Ringed Plover
Ring-necked Duck
Robin

51
58

68
93
39
116
124
26
34
35
80
81
47
67

39

95
81
55
38
92
39
71
118
39
113
132
102
125
112
62
36
116

Rock Pipit

Rook

Rose-coloured Starling
Ruff

Sabine’s Gull
Sand Martin
Sanderling
Sandwich Tern
Scaup

Sedge Warbler
Shag

Shelduck
Short-eared Owl
Short-toed Lark
Shoveler

Siskin

Skylark
Slavonian Grebe
Smew

Snipe

Snow Bunting
Song Thrush
Sparrowhawk
Spoonbill
Spotted Crake
Spotted Flycatcher
Spotted Redshank
Starling

Stock Dove
Stonechat

Storm Petrel
Swallow

Swift
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126
94
110
66

73
98
67
78
37

102
50
29
87
97
30

131
97
44
38
69

133

113
52
44
56

115
72

110
81

120
40
98
89

Tawny Owl

Teal

Tree Pipit

Tree Sparrow
Treecreeper

Tufted Duck
Tundra Bean Goose
Turnstone

Turtle Dove

Velvet Scoter

Water Pipit
Water Rail
Wheatear
Whimbrel
Whinchat
White-fronted Goose
Whitethroat
Whooper Swan
Wigeon

Willow Warbler
Wood Sandpiper
Wood Warbler
Woodcock
Woodlark
Woodpigeon
Wren

Wryneck

Yellow Wagtail
Yellow-browed Warbler
Yellowhammer
Yellow-legged Gull

86
34
126
122
110
36
26
65
83

37

126
56
121
63
119
26
106
28
32
99
72
101
68
97
82
108
90

122
102
132

77



SOMERSET ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY RULES

1. NAME
The Society shall be called ‘The Somerset Ornithological Society’.

2. OBJECTS

The objects of the Society shall be:
a. To further the study of birds.
b. To assist in their preservation.

3. MEMBERSHIP

The Society shall consist of Ordinary Members, Student Members below the age of 21, and such Honorary Life
Members as may be elected at an Annual General Meeting of the Society in recognition of outstanding work for the
Society.

4. SUBSCRIPTION

The annual subscription is payable on the 1st of January. Its amount shall be determined by the General Committee
from time to time. Not less than 6 months notice of any increase in subscription shall be given to Members. The
husband, wife or partner of an Ordinary Member, and children under 18, may become Associates without extra charge
but will not receive a separate copy of each Society publication.

5. MANAGEMENT

Each Annual General Meeting of the Society shall elect a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, one or more
Secretaries, a Treasurer, Recorder and Assistant Recorder. These shall be termed the Officers of the Society and shall
be eligible for re-election. The General Committee shall consist of these Officers, with up to four other Members.
Members who are not Officers shall serve for a maximum of four years, unless subsequently appointed as Officers, and
shall not be eligible for re-election for a period of one year. Names of candidates as Officers or Committee Members
must be submitted to the Secretary at least 14 days prior to the Meeting. The Committee may fill any casual vacancy
which occurs, but any replacement must be subject to election at the next Annual General Meeting.

6. PROTECTION

In pursuance of Section b. of Rule 2, it is the declared policy of the Society actively to further the effective protection
of birds in the County, and to observe the law on the subject. Any member who, being reported to have acted in a
manner seriously prejudicial to the declared policy or to the general interest of the Society, fails in the opinion of a two-
thirds majority of those present at a meeting (after due announcement on the agenda) to give a satisfactory explanation
of his or her conduct, shall cease to be a member of the Society.

7. MEETINGS
Meetings shall be held not less than twice a year.

8. REPORTS
The Committee shall each year appoint an Editorial Committee to consist of the Recorder and at least three other
Members, who shall prepare the Annual Report, Somerset Birds.

The Annual General Meeting shall elect the Chairman and Members of the Somerset Ornithological Society
Rarities Committee (SOSRC) in accordance with section 3 of the SOSRC constitution. The first election will take place
at the 2010 AGM and thence every two years.

9. CHANGES IN RULES

Changes in these rules may be proposed at an Annual General Meeting, or at any regular Indoor Meeting, provided that
at least 14 days notice be given to all Members of any motion to this effect. A two-thirds majority of Members present
will be required.

10. DISSOLUTION OF THE SOCIETY

The Society may only be wound up by a vote in favour by two-thirds of the members present at a properly constituted
Annual General Meeting or Extraordinary General Meeting. If the Society is dissolved, any assets remaining after
settlement of all its known debts and liabilities shall be disposed of by donation to a charitable organisation chosen by
a majority of the members present at the said meeting.
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Clockwise from above:
Teal, Greylake Reserve (Chris Hooper),

Tree Sparrow, Cranmore (John Hansford),

Treecreeper, Swell Wood (Chris Hooper)




