The BTO Report
SOS AGM 2025

Surveys 2024/25/26

· WinGS: Winter Gull Survey
· Heathland Birds Survey: 
· Woodlark
· Dartford Warbler
· Nightjar
· Winter Birds Survey

WinGS: Wintering Gulls
· Counting gulls into dusk roosts
· 22 sites
· 4 counted (18%)
· Sutton Bingham, Torr, Dunster, Bridgwater counted

Heathland Birds
· Woodlark
· Dartford Warbler
· Nightjar
Also: 
· Hobby
· Long-eared Owl
· Cuckoo
· Wheatear
· Grasshopper Warbler
· Redstart
· Stonechat
· Tree Pipit
· Linnet
· Stone-curlew
· Snipe	
· Curlew
· Redshank

Woodlark: 
· No acceptable records in Somerset

Dartford Warbler:
· 59 1km squares available
· 18 requested
· 13 have submitted data (22%)
· 12 territories
Also: 
· Cuckoo: 9
· Linnet: 24
· Stonechat: 33
· Redstart: 1
· Tree Pipit: 1
· Wheatear: 1



Nightjar:
· 121 1km squares available
· 41 requested
· 30 have submitted data (25%)
· 77 territories
Also: 
· Cuckoo: 1
· Linnet: 2
· Stonechat: 8

Winter Birds Survey

· Runs into 2026
· All BBS squares available (85)
· 31 being surveyed (36%)

Heronries Census

· 19 sites listed
· Data received for 16 heronries (84%)

Breeding Bird Survey (BBS)

· On-going population changes for all the most common species
· 37 1km squares out of 85 (44%)

Waterways Breeding Bird Survey (WBBS)

· Six sites available
· Two covered (33%)

Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS)

· Monitoring all our wetland birds on a monthly basis
· Focus on winter, but other months are very welcome
· Also record all species present

Excluding Somerset Levels: 
· 41 sites listed
· 13 counted (32%)
· Vacant Sites on website

Somerset Levels & Moors
· 47 sites listed
· 45 counted (96%)
· Vacant Sites on website

Bird Track

· Describe seasonal movement patterns
· Measure movement patterns over time and relate this to climate and other variables
· Fill in gaps in species monitoring
· The bird-recording app
· All data available for research

BTO Atlas 2027 – 2031

· Winter 2027 to Summer 2031
· National: 8 tetrads per 10km square
· Somerset: 25 tetrads per 10km square (i.e. all of them)
· Data from all surveys and BirdTrack will be included

· BTO timeline: 
· Methodology available early 2026 (probably similar to previous)
· Volunteer training & recruitment 2026/7
· Square allocation summer 2027
· Fieldwork starts November 2027
· Atlas available autumn 2033

Thank you!  

